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© DEDICATION. 


ings, en of our own Church, will ſaſh 
ciently plead his Excuſe. And indeed, 
as your Lordſhips ought to be eſteemed 
principal Guardians of ſuch Doctrines ; 


therefore the Patronage of them, ſo far 


as they appear to be ſuch, muſt, in part 
at leaſt, belong to your Lordſhips. 


That Tullfcation, by Feith, which is 


one of the Doctrines here explained, 


has been variouſly underſtood, cannot, 
my Lords, be a Secret to you: But this 
cam, neither leſſen the Truth. nor the 
Importance of it. 


That it is a Doctrine of our own 
Church, none will venture to deny; 
though by the cold manner in which it 


s ſometimes treated, one would go near 


to ſuſpect, that ſome Gentlemen were 
Þ ite tired of it. 


11 may certainly, my Lor ds, be aſked, 


whether Men: are Ne to hold Opini- 


ons, 


K „ 


e 


ons, which cannot be defended by the 
Goſpel; becauſe they were _ W als 


ON. 
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by the Church? gu boavibuisrg 
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My „ They hs have a nog 


- . for the divine Authority of the G 


pel, or for the Principles of the 3 


tion, cannot long be in Suſpenſe about 
anſwering ſuch a Queſtion. 


However, my Lords, till this really 


appears to be the Caſe of any of our 


Doctrines, it is in Charity to be hoped, 
that no Member of our excellent Church | 


will either be aſhamed of her Doctrines, 


or afraid to eſpouſe them; leſt he . 
prove aſhamed of the Gael of Opn; ae.2 


} 


How far, my Lords, the a of 


1s here ſhewn between an antiquated 
Doctrine or two of our own Church, 


and that divine Goſpel ; And how far 


ſome dangerous and fatal Errors are 


laid open, which ſtrike at the very Foun- 
Ny duations 


7 . 
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DE DICATION. 


Ae of Chriflianity; Theſe are Points, 
which are humbly ſubmitted to the un- 
prejudiced Judgments of your Lordſhips, 
as well as to that of every other ſerious 
and wiſe Chriſtian.— I am, with the 
greateſt Peference and er e 
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HAT awful Words are theſe! 
VV If our GOSPEL. be hid, it 
« jg bid to them that are %; in whom 
« theGod of this World hath bhnded the 
«© Minds of them which believe not; leſt 
the Light of the glorious GOSPEL, of 
* CHRIST, who is the Image of God, 
e ſhould Hine unto them (a).“ 
MMiſerable, undone Souls! The Light, 
the Truth, the divine Excellency of the 
GOSPEL hid from them! 

Thus the Almighty makes good his 
righteous Threatning ; ** becauſe: the 
* received not the Love of the Truth, 
« that they might be ſaved; for this - 
© Cauſe God ſhall ſend them ſtrong 
© Delufun, that they ſhould believe a 
% Tye (5). How melancholy, how de- 
Plorable a State, to be thus deſerted of 
God, and his divine Grace! 

May the Lord ſet theſe Reflections 
ſo home upon the Heart of every proud 
and obſtinate Infidel, that he may find 
no Reſt, till he is pluck? as a Brand out of - 
NOTE: f —But now, what ſhall we fay of 
| - - thoſe. 


* 


(a) ; Coe. iv. 7 1 5 
(5) 2 Theſs. ii. 10-12. 
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THE PREFACE. 


thoſe miſerable Profeſſors of Chri AY 
who may have largely contributed- to 
the Sin and Ruin of thoſe immortal Souls, 
by being a Scanda/ and Repreach to the 
Profeſſion of the Goſpel? - It mult needs 


e be, fays the biete eſus, that Offences 


* come; but Mo to that Man by whom 


* the Offence cometh (a)“. 
Various Ways have thoſe, who: are 


ealled Chriſtians, difnonoured the kl 


tian Name. 


Some, by Vices, which would even 
ſhock a ſober Heathen. Some, by. an un- 
charitable, furious, and ne Spirit. —_ 
Some, by an eager Purſuit after the 
Pheaſures, or Riches; or Honours of Life. 
Surely, neither the fenſual, the lewd, the 
proud, the vain, the coverous, nor the 
ambitious Chriſtian, can ever bring much 
Honour to the Religion of a cruciſed Je- 


fas” A Religion, which injoins us Mor- 


trfication, and SeIf-denial ; Purity of Heart, 
and Holineſs of Converſation ; a /owly, Dunn. 
ble, heavenly Mind; not to {ove . 


nor to be ere to it; but i Ye Thong 2 
eckions on Things. above 4 T bings : 
Therefore, when the Enemies ia Chrif- 
tianity (who are _ enough in 

every 
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THE PREFACE. 
every Thing, but what concerns theix 
eternal Salvation; when theſe ) obſerve 
too many Profeſſors of the Goſpel thus 
trifling with it, can it be any Wonder 
that Infidelity gains Groundi in the World? 
I preſume it cannot. — For Infidelity, I 
am perſuaded, will alwavs gainStrength 
in Proportion as the Goſpel Ioſes its divine 
Eficacy on the Hearts and Minds of its 
Profefjors. 

Let this une Efficacy but ine forth 
in its full Lufire,--and Infidelity will lola 
its Hrongeſt Hold. For though the God 


of this World found Means to blind Mam 


kind, even in the pureſt Times of the 
Goſpel; yet it may be ſubmitted, whether 


the Lives of Chriſtians have not too long 
furniſhed him with his moſt. dangerous - 


and formidable Weapons ? Could R Reaſon 
and Argument have diſarmed him, he had 


been long ſince diſarmed; but Jomething 


f . is wanting. 

However, it muſt be the Duty of 
every one, according to his Station, 
Circumſtances, and Abilities, to endeavour 
to enforce the Goſpe/ upon the Hearts of 
Men. — But which is the moſt promiſing 
Method to ſucceed? Is it not to propoſe 
it in its native Simplicity? This ſurely 


muſt be the moſt _ Way to bring 
down 
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THE PREFACE. 
down a Blefing upon our. Endeavours. 
For though to accommodate its Doc- 
tFines either to the Prejudices of Philoſo- 
þhers; or tothe Taſte of a giddy, thought- 
% and ſceptical Age, might pleaſe foie 
rejuted Reaſoners; as well as a Multitude 
of others, WhO cannot reliſh a Religion 
which propoſes a Croſs and a narrow 
Way; yet this would be only betraying 
their Souls, and murdering of our cw; 
though we might thus effectually eſcape 
the uſual Charge of Entbu/iaſm. 

I have therefore endeavoured, in the 
follow Dialgus, to give a plain Ac- 
count of ſome fundamental Doctrines 
of the Goſpel of Chriſt, without knowing- 
ly departing from it, either on the _ 
| Nd, or 6 on the Left. 
Indeed it will appear, that I differ in 
links Meaſure from the late learned and 
worthy B:/hop of London (a), in relation to 
- me 7*< Spirit bearing witneſs with our Spi- 
* fit that we are the Children of God: Yet 
Fhope it is done in ſuch a Manner, as 
could not give the leaſt Offence, either 
to his Lordſhip, or any other truly wiſe 
and ſerious pan us _ 

His 


| (ay See his Lordſhip's Diſcourſes preached at the Tem- 
ple, Diſcourſe the Eighth, 


THE PREFACE 
His Lordſhip has certainly. praved, 
with great Strength of Reaſon, that there 
muſt be Two who bear witneſs ; and 
ce that thoſe Two are the Holy Spirit of 
“ God, and our on Spirit: Yet I muſt 
beg leave to enter my Diſſent, where his 
Lordſhip denies * the Evidence of the 
** Spirit to be any ſecret Inſpiration, or 
« any Aſſurance conyeyed to the Mind 
4 of the Faithful; but intirely con- 
fines it to ** the Evidence of Juch Marks 
\** as we perform by the Spirit,” P. 247. 
However, as at the Entrance of that 
2 the Sentiments of that learned 
Prelate are ſo very juſt, and withal ſo 
very different from thoſe of many Magerns, 
I can't avoid tranſcribing a Part of what 
1s there mentioned. | 
His Lordſhip obſerves, that to be 
« the Children o Ged is the greateſt Privie 
< Jege under the Goſpel :—And as this is 
« .a NewState, which belongs not to us 
* by Nature; ſo our Entrance into it is 
c Aled a New Birth ; and we are ſaid 
« 70 be born again, and to be begotten again, 
« to the Hopes | of the Goſpel] —And 
© therefore as we receive our Spiritual 
” WM. from the Giſt and Mercy of God, i 
he is our Father, and we are his 
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THE PREFACE. 
« Children. Thus St Peter tells us, that 


e ave are born again, not of corruptible Seed, 


« but of incorruptible, by the Word of God, 


& which liveth and abideth for ever. 
1 Epiſtle i. 23. W. 
This new Liſe we receive by the 
e Miniſtration of the Spirit: The Pow- 
* ers which belong to this Life, and in 
* which it conſiſts, depend upon the 
* Influences of the Spirit; and therefore 
« we are ſaid 7o be born of the Spirit He 
«* js the Earneſt of our Inheritance; the. 


„ Pledge and Security which we receive 


from God of our future AT 
"__ 8. 

1 ſhall here only juſt enquire —Whe- 
ther from this beautiful Account of our 
Spiritual Life; of the new Birth, and 
the Powers belonging to it; of the Mi- 
niſtration, Influences, and divine Offices of 
the Holy Spirit, a Perſon would not na- 
turally ade, that the Power of know- 


ing we are the Children of God, muſt alſo 


Proceed from ſome divine TY or Ope- 


ration upon the Soul (4)! N 


4) See Page 88. of the followin g 22 Note 0 
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FuTURE STATE ne Ns; 


Humbly offered to the ſerious coll der 
ration of ſuch Mopkxxs as diſbelieve 
the IMMorRTALITY of the Soul. 
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'S Hot the molt conſummate Happineſs 
worth ſeeking after? „ N e 116 
II. Is not the moſt oonſumtmate Ati ery 
worth. avoiding ? . 


III. Muſt not the one or 1 other be our 
Portion hereafter, if the Goſpel be ue? 8 
Iv. But what if the Goſpel be falſe? 


V. Why then, it muſt be allowed, as a 
true Chriſtian is ſadly diſappointed es How- 
ever, let us examine, what Hurt the - al * 


a glorious Immortality has done him ? 
L901 | B 
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VI. We will admit, that this Belief has 
robbed him of many irregular Gratifications 
deprived him of many faſhionable Vices; re- 
ſtrained many craving Appetites; curbed many 
Violent Palſions; ſubdued many darling De- 
ſires; nay. hindered hind of of all thoſe tv: -#laly 
Poſſeſſions, which he could not enjoy with a 
good Conſcience ;,, and perhaps expoſed him to 
wa: Laughter and Ridicule of a gay World; of 

any Free- think ers and Free. livers.— All this 
— will ſuppoſe he has ſuffered for his Hopes 
of Immortality. 


VII. But are theſe N really worth all 
theſe Sufferings? 


VIII. Let us fairly examine, — In general 
then, theſe Hopes have been a continual Feaſt 
to his Mind; and have conſtantly furniſhed 
out ſuch inconceivable Toy and Happineſs, as 
he would not have exchanged for the Paſſeſ- 
ſion of the whole World! Were they there- 
fore not worth the whole World to Him; 
and even this upon the e that his 
Hopes were ill founded! 3 


TX. But let us proceed next to enquire, 


how Matters ſtand with thoſe Gentlemen who I 


* to indulge any Hopes of this kind? 


X. Firſt, It muſt be granted, that as they 
Tune fhook off all the Shackles of Religion, 
they certainly'enjoy a Freedom, which the poor 
— does not. T „ as they 

1 under 


XI. However, by way of Counter: bietanee; 
may not this free Indulgente ſometimes coſt 


POSTSCRIPT. Mt 

under none of thoſe Haviſb Refraiuir, they WB 

are at full Liberty to give a complete Sting to 1 
| their Paſſions and Pleaſures; 0 may Pies FH 
p Ambition, and Revenge. 78 


them pretty dear? May it not prove to the 
| Loſs of their Reputations, their Peaee, Their 4.4 
4 Health, their Ef ates, and perhaps their Lives? WM 
| XII. But let vs view theſe GOOD 1 
6 the moſt advantageous Light. Let us ſu 
they have ſo much Philoſophy and Fe, 
and Command of their Paſſions, that they are 
not Slaves to their Appetites; but that they 
avoid every outward Vice of the Age; and 
thus maintain a fair Reputation, and a found 
Body . Yet it is moſt evident, that notwith- 
ſtanding they do not live the Life of a Beat, 
yet their higheſt Expectations are only e to 10 1 
the Death of a Beaſt! 1 


XIII. Therefore, ſuppoſing there was no- Wi 
thing beyond the Grave; yet as ſuch Perſons 

_ deprive themſelves of a preſent unſpeakable 

| Happineſs ariſing from the Hopes of a glorious Wl 
Immortality ; —it cannot be, but they muſt 
certainly have the Diſadvantage. So juſt and na 
beautiful are the Sentiments of that ancient 
Philoſopher, who declared, — “ That if the 


% Behef of the Soul's Immortality was a Miſ= | 
6 lake; it was however ſo delightful a Miſtake, 
Rs I B 2 ce that 9 | 


+ V 


POSTSCRIPT. 


c that he would not ſuffer himſelf to be rob- 
4 bed of it, as long as he lived!“ T?“ 


| "XIV." But can the'g/oomy Proſper? of Kae- | 
| ink into Nothing afford this Pleaſure *= What = 
| a, dreadful Gloom mult poſſeſs that Mind which 
| can believe it? - And what malicious Dæmon 
| -muſt paſſeſs that Man, who would 2 93 

others of their Hopes of Immortality ?. 


| XV. And now, to finiſh this Aldreſe, let 
us do common Juſtice to the Goſpel. = We 
have hicherto reaſoned upon a Suppoſition, 
that the Goſpel gave us a falſe Account of Im- 
- mortality. Let us now for Argument's Sake, 
. ſuppoſe the Goſpel is true :. Who then is the 
+ wiſe Man? Is it he that has enjoyed durin 
his whole Life, the reviving, lovely Proſpect 
of endleſs Happineſs ; and which he will one 
Day enter upon? Or is it he that has deprived 
- himſelf of that divine Pleaſure in this World, 
and whoſe Portion is a audſal Scene of Mi- 
_ ſery in the other? 


s — 
* 


* Q ſi in hoc erro, quòd Animos hominum im- 

mortales eſſe credam, lubenter erro: nec mihi hunc 

errorem, * delector, dum vivo, extorqueri volo. 
| | M. T. CiczRo,, de Senee?. 
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Have often thought, my dear Piikhd: hr 

I eternal Salvation is a very weigh Affair 
and therefore have been very de hs 

know, What I muſt do to be /. ſaved * n 

Phil. It is a little unuſual, m 
Friend Eugenius, to fee a Perſon 1 rth * 
Fortune, eſpecially of N , makin 
unfaſhiontble' an Enquiry 
the Spirit of God has effectually t os 
Heart, neither Youth, nor Ri bk, a 'F 
nours, can withſtand the powerful ff 


E. TI have various Queſtions to trouble you 


with; but deſire to be firſt informed. What 
is to be underſtood by 6 Pag Sin 2»Fexch 


44 3 Yi in 


think 


a E e 
think a learned Lutheran talks of no leſs than 
faxreen” Opinions about it (). 

P. You certainly begin with a very proper 
Queſtion : For dll we know the true Foun- 
dation of our ſpiritual Diſorders, we ſhall 
hardly be able to get rid of them. The Va- 
riety of Opinions concerning Original Sin, or 
any other Doctrine whatever, will have no 
other Effect on a wiſe and good Mind, than 
to make it the more careful in diſtinguiſhing 
Truth from Falſhood. It is commonly ſaid 
of vor learnetſ and excellent Cudwerrh, that, 
in his Intellectual Syſtem, he had raiſed more 
Spirits than be ali: lay: And ſuppoſing this 
to be ſo; yet his Subject is not the leſs True 

ther: kia P Nl, or the eſs /mporrant; So 
that, admitting there were many more Opi- 
-nions about Original Sin, we have no further 
Concern with them, than only to endeavour 
to i upon right: And ſince I can 
en 585 9 than that of our 2 3 
7 5 he be. pleaſed | to hear what that is... 
5 te Kn, Ne to hers « is 5 Or: 
on. of eve an's Nature; where 
* Po ui far Len from original Righte- 
* oulneſs; andi is of his own Nature inclined | 
* Evil: And whith Corruption. deſerves 
E W Wrath, Se. 
"This 18, in brief, what our Church 235 (b) : 
Y 5 as the * . much 


woy 5c #3589 0 


hel 2 in Viſtop Taylor's Palemical Diſcoures, 
yage 452. An 


A anicde IX. 


* 


3 1:4 3 

to the fame Purpoſe (a); ſo the | unhappy 
Experience of Mankind will vouch for no 

ſmall Part of it. There is not, perhaps, any 
thing in divine Revelation, to which proud 
Reaton ſtoops more unwillingly: And chere: 
fore it has found out numberleſs Gloſſes and 
Comments, rather than ſubmit to a mortify- 
ing Doctrine, which repreſents all Mankind as 
a Race of degenerate, fallen Spirits. 
E. Some, 1 know, have thought, that 


the Docttine of Original Sin wean hard upon 


Divine Goodneſs.  - + 
PH. Undoubtedly it does, as it has ſamntimes 
been explained. But if God has 2 
made up our original Loſs s if, where Sir 
abounded, there Grace did much more abU,u 
( then every Divine Attribute remains ſafe 
and untouched. Perhaps indeed Mankind 
may not be able to eee the Rea/on, 
why infinite Wiſdom ſhould ehooſe rather am- 
N to repair that Loſs, than to pevent ic at 
firſt: And if this be the Cauſe ot our Vabe- 
lief, let us modeſtly remember, that doe ar 
but of Yeſterday, and know nothing (e). Fhat 
illuſtrious Heathen, Socrates, gained the Name 
of the wiſeſt Man, by forming 
ct of human be rf in gendzals 
00090 eee 020M 2 TRIO 


22h Gen. i. 1 26. 27. Ch. i. 17, &, i Piz b. 4. 
Eccles. vii. 29. Rom. hi. 9, 19, 23. CH. v. . 
Ch. vi. 23. Ch. vii. 14 — 25. Ch. vii. 6 —8. 2 Cor. 
v. 14. Gal. iii. 22. Ephes. ii. 3. Ch. iv. 22—24. See 
alſo St John iii. 3—3. 1 St Pet. i. 3s 4. _ ad" 
iii. 9. Ch. og, 18. 2 . W 


(5) Rom. v. 15—21. ( Job viii * 48h 4 3) 
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and of his own in particular (a). But he that 


will know the Reaſons of God's Diſpenſations, 


before he believes them, has neither the Y/i/- 


dom of that Philoſopher, nor the Wen of a 
Chriſtian. 


1 am not contending, my goodöF fiend, for 


a blind, popiſo Faith, which implicitly ſubmits 
itſelf to Man, or the Church : But when we 
have ſufficient Reaſon to believe the Voice to 
be the Voice of God, there the Underſtanding 
ought to pay an entire and abſolute Submiſſion: 
And when once the Meaning of that Voice-is 
clear to us, there is then left no room for diſ- 
uting; but we- ought rather to ide our ſelves 
in be Duß (b), and to A it Wen . 98 8 
eſt Humility: oy 
Let us now hear the Gilling of: a great 
Maſter of Reaſoning, Who was never charged 
with Bigotry or Enibuſiaſm. . There is 
one ſort of Propoſitions, that challenge the 
60 bigbeſt Degree of our Aſſent upon hare Te/- 
liuony dither the Thing propoſed agree 
*n06Uifagree'with common 1 and 
the ordinary Courſe of Things, or no. The 
% Neaſon whereof is, becauſe the Teſtimony 


*©- deceived, and that is, of God himſelf,” This 
% carries with it Certainty beyond Doubt, Evi- 
s Jenge beyond Exceplion. This is called 
4 by a peculiar Name, Revelation; and our 


. 6 Aſſent 
(a) Ta % 6 Hebe ToPog gives - 5 Padre copia 


late rirds & El i irs 2 > eugercs, Plat. * „ 
(6) Iſai. ii. 10, 11. 


js of ſuch a One as cannot deceive; nor be 


<a 
KC 


1 


divine Reyelation, ought to, OVe> oe 


. 


40 hath a Right to be received with 3 8 
dent”. Locke's Human Underſtanding, . 

iv. C. 16. f. 14. C. 18. . 10. 1 ol 
E. ſo, fat entirely agree with, that. eat 
Man. But is not Bai iſin, in the Opinion g 
our Church, a, ſpiritual ene de 
which, though we are born in Sin, ,and, the 
Children of Wrath, we are made. Members d of 


44 


itſelf; and we may as well doubt 8 


| 4 5 
A ſſent to it, Faith; which, as (abſolutely. 


1 


determines: our Minds, as our 


72 


3 
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-own: Being, as we can, whether ,any, Ker, 
velation from God be true. So that Faith i is 
a ſettled and ſure Principle of Aſſent and A. 
ſurance, and leaves no manner of room for 
Oocubi or Heſitation — Faith is nothing, elſe. 
but an Aſſent founded on the, 118 25 


1 


— Reaſon is not injured or VIEWS hut 


aſſiſted and improved, by. new D A | 
Jof Truth, coming from the eter 


7 1 


tain of all Knowledge. 1 
a 


3 


our Opinione, Prejudices, and Inet 


Chriſt, Children of God, and Inberulars of th 
. of Heaven (a) 3 


B. It is as you ſay. And our Sci 
means by all this, that we have hereby a Title 


and Claim, through the Blood of Cœiſt, toęter- 
nal Happineſs: And which we ſhal certalnl⸗ 
enjoy, if we continue faithful to our Baptiſmai 
Covenani.— But then, as we expat: this;--we 


: | netten 
(a) Office for dana, and the Charch -Caterbi; and. 
" þ 2 8 2 . > 4 | 
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1 
Aon liged, when grown up, 1b O cruciſ the 


«291d Mah, and utter to aboliſn the whole 
* Body of Sin; to follow the Exampis of our 
| cr, Saviour (h, and to be made lie uhto him 
that as he died and roſe again for us, ſd 
= —— we who are baptized, dic from Sin, 
| e again unto Righteouſneſs, continually 
ag th all our evil and corrupt Affection, 
16 roceeding i in all Virtue and 2 80 
7 e Wing one 
Fößp tethen, my dear Eugenius, what! is the 
75 a e of aChriftian, if he defigns to be 


("bet ee ee. 
eee it very plainly. And withal, that: 
Np to out Church, there is'a Budy of Sin 


inns ger Baptiſm; and conſequently, 
Fo r che Corruption of our Nature is not etl 


3 
1 10 A it is not, our Church epreſüly . 
' fers () And our own Experience may 
e —— ty convince us. But it is againſt this 
dr ption, and all the Sins which flow from 
it, 1 53 we are daily to ſtrive and petition. 
And God's holy Spirit, if it be not our own 
Fault, will give us the Victory (e). But we 
muſt, 


1 See the laſt Prayer in he Office of Baptiſm; and 
we xhortation that follows it. 

Y Article IX. Whoever compares the Eng/i/ with 
the Latin Article, will eaſily perceive, that by. regene- 
rated is there meant baptized. However we ſhall plainly 
ſee, that our Church means alſo ſomething elſe by Re- 
generation, than merely Baptiſm. 

(e) Rom. vi. 6, 11—i5, 22. 1 Cor. xv. 56, 57. 1 
muſt here obſerve, that with regard to theſe 8 

od's 


muſt, my Friend, uſe great Dili 
Watchfulheſs; be often in Prayer; and never 
wilfully neglect any Means of Grace” what- 
ever (a). And then we need not doubt, but 
Fe Blood of Jeſus Chrift will cleanſe us from 
all Sin (d). 

E. 1 ſhould be glad to be kuformöck whe- 
ther St Paul ſpeaks of himfelf, or of ſotne 
other Perſon, in thoſe remarkable Words, in 
the ſeventh of the Romans, 1 am carnal, 2 
under Sin. fee another Lato in my Members, 
bringing me into Captivity to the Eaw of Sin. 
O wretched Man bat I am, who Pull de- 
ver me from the Body of this Death ib 
the Mind, I myſelf ſerve the Law of God; ont 
with the Fleſh, the Law of Sin (c). a 
| Il˖ muſt own, it was not diſagretable to me, 
to fuppoſe that the Apoſtle ſpake of himſelf; 
becauſe Rewer, cj that, it ſo extraordinary a 

© Perſon 


„ 7 4 E 
igenee and 


Te os yy CT» wh, ian, "> (6 0 


- % xr 


0 Gad's Hubs dae if it be not our n Faule, will 
«« give us the Victory; — a certain learned Gentle- 
man thus objected : Here, ſays he, the Point turns 
« on the Will of Man; which in P. 1. is wholly aſcribed 
ec to the Power of God's Work on the Soul.“ If other 
: Readers ſhould make the ſame Objection, I defire they 
would reflect, that what is mentioned, P. 1. relates to 
thoſe Arft fir rong Convictions, which often, in a 34 3 
manner, carry all before them: Whereas the oth! 
ſage relates to thoſe gentle Workings of the Spirit, which 
are too often hindered by our own wilfub Follies = 
See Ephes. iv. 30. Phil. ii. 12, 13., . 4 Theſs. v. 29. — 4 
2 ft Pet. i. ;—11,——This alſo will ſolve the very 135 7 1:98 
Objedtion which was likewife made to Part of P. 21. 1-4-8008 
fa) St\Matth, xxvi. 41. St Luke x 13. 1 1 
11418. 2StPet i, 5—11. 
(4) 1 St John i. 7. 


le) Ch. Vit. 14. 2325. 


( $J. I 
Perſon found himſelf thus intangled.and over- 
come bySin, I need not be much alarmed, if 
Y often found myſelf in the ſame State. | 

P. It is greatly to be feared, Eugenius, that 
many others have made the ſame fatal Uſe of 
thoſe Expreſſions; but I hope it will appear, 
that St Paul is not there ſpeaking of e ; 
but of a very different Perſon. 93 
And therefore let us hear him thus 119 
tulating in the preceding Chapter. Shall we 
continue in Sin, that Grace may abound? G20 
forbid! How ſhall we that are dead lo Sin, live 
any longer therein Pm Knowing this, that our 
ald Man is crucified with Chriſt, that the Body 
of Sin might be deftroyed, that henceforth we 
ſhould not ſerve Sin. For be that is dead, is freed 
from Sin. Now, if we be dead with Chriſt, we 
believe that we ſhall alſo * with him. Ch. vi. 
1, 2, 6, 7 8. 

Now, is it poſſible to conceive, hare who 
was thus dead with Chriſt, and dead to Sin; 
and therefore, according to his own Declara- 
tion, freed from it; is it poſſible to conceive, 

that this very Perſon was, at this very time, 
ſold under Sin, that i is, Was neither dead to It, 
nor freed from ii? ; 
Again, let us obſerve 1 he addreſſes Marr 
ſelf to the Romans, in this very Chapter.— 
Likewiſe reckon ye alſo yourſelves to be dead in- 
deed unto Sin; but alive unio God, through Jeſus 
Chriſt our Lord. Let not Sin therefare reign 
in your mortal Body, that you Jhould obey it in 
be Luſſts thereof. TVs _— e "her 

att + 


141 ; 
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| bers, as. Inſtruments of Unrighteouſneſs - unte 
Sin : But yield your ſelves unto Gad, .as. thoſe 
that are alipe from the Dead. But now, be- 
ing made free from Sin, and become Servants 
to God, ye have your Fruit unto Holineſs, and 
the End everlaſiing Life. Ver. 11, 12, 13,22. 
Is it poſſible now for any unprejudiced Per- 
ſon to believe, that the inſpired Apoſtle could 
thus talk to -o/bers 3 whilſt Be bimſelf was 
brought into Captivity 10 the Law of Sin? _ - 
Again, he expreſsly aſſures thoſe Converts, 
in thefe remarkable Words, —<* The Law of 
the Spirit of Life in Chriſt Feſus, hath made 
me free from the Law of Sin and Death, 5 
25 a 
But how was the Apoſtle 8 free from 
the Law of Sin and Death ; whilſt he was a 
Slave to the Law of both ? Whilſt he was car- 
nol, ſold under Sim. and under the Terrors of 
that Death, Which! is be Mages of it? Ch. vi. 
23. know you have met with Writers, who 
have attempted to ſolve theſe Difficulties : But 
- why will Men attempt to reconcile ſuch 4b/ur- 
_ dities and Contradictions? Give me leave only 
to mention a Verſe or two more out of this 
very Epiſtle. With how much Earneſtneſs 
does, this. pious Man exhort thoſe People to 
preſent their Bodies a living Sacrifice, holy, ac- 
ceptable unto God, which is, ſays he, your rea- 
ſonable Service. This, he beſeeches them to 
do, by the Mercies of God. And, moreover, 
that they would not ve conformed to this ray 3 
ut 


1 
But that they would be transformed 2 the re- | 
weer? of their Mind, Ch. xii. 1, 2 

Is not "this furprtæing Advice from a per- 
fon who had juſt been tefling of them, that h 
bimſelf was the very reverſe of this Character? 
He conjures then by the very Merries of God, 
to pretent ¶heiy Bodies a living and Holy Sacri- 
fer; whilſt he himſelf, with bis own' Freſh, 
was actually ſer ving the Lato of Sin! Surely, 
if it was but a reaſonable Service for them, to 
preſent their Bodies an holy Sacrifice to Gd; it 
was full as reaßnabie for their Teacher to do 
the ſame.” But could he preſent hi Body a livin 
Sacrifice, Holy, and acceptable io God; pee 
he was the Servant and Slave of Sin? Or could 
he follow the other Part of his Advice, to be 
transformed by the renewing of the Mind; and 
not to be conformed to this World ? For what 
is it to be conformed to this World; if the liv- 
ing in Sin be not? Or what is it to be frans- 
formed by the renetoing of the Mind; but an en- 
tire Change of e and Affections? And 
when they are thus changed, our outward 
Actions muſt certainly be changed too. We 
mall then /erve /be Law of God, both inwardly 
and outwardly, There will be no room to 
ſay, ib the Mind I ſerve the Law of God , 
vt with the Fleſh the Law of Sin. Such a 
Servant of God, and Servant of Sin, is, in 
Truth and Reality, zo Servant of God at all. 
For he that is Truth itſelf has aſſured us, 


that we cannot fer ve two [ſuch] Maſter.— St. 
MAT. vi. 24. 


But 


„ 


Ber laſtly, the ſame Apoſtle directs theſe 
Converts? — to put on the Lord Jeſus Chrilt 1 
and not to mate Proviſion for the Fleſh,” to ful- 
fil the Luſts thereof, chap. xiii. 14. From 
whence it ſeems evident, that he, who-with 
the Fleſh ſerves the Law of Sin, has not yet 
put on the Lord Feſus. But ſhall we ſay, that 
this was the Caſe of the Apoſtle ? That he 
had not put an Cbriſt; though he admoniſhed 
and exhorted thoſe Chriſtians to do it? Is not 
this to bring down an inſpired Apoſtle to. the 
level of thoſe, who profeſs io know God; but 
is Works deny bim? In ſhort, this is ſo ſhocks 
ing an Opinion, that I could - wiſh all chat 
hoig it would calmly and impartially reflect, 
whether, Firſt, it does not make the holy 
Apoſtle fatly contradict himſelf in the Giri 
Breath? ' Secondly, whether thoſe Converts, 
being made free from Sin, were not much ber- 
ter Chriftians, than he was himſelf? | And, 


Thirdly, whether St Paul did not give much 


better Advice, than he had yet faken? 

F do not by any means charge thoſe with 
holding theſe- Conſequences, who maintain 
that Opinion: I only intreat ſuch to diveft 
themſelves of all Prejudice, as far as poſſible, 
| and attentively conſider, whether that Opi- 

nion, and theſe Conſequences, are not 1 
parably connected? 

E. Indeed I think the State chere deſeribed 
is much more ſuitable to ſuch a carnal Wretch 
as Lam, than to ſo poly and mortified a Per- 
fon as St Paul. —But 1 now beg to 77 

hat 


1 12 1 


what muſt be done, when we have jorfeired 
the Benefit of our Baptiſmal Regeneration 2 
P. We muſt be recovered again, by the 
holy! Spirit working in us. {rue Repentance, 
and a living Faith in the Blood of Chriſt (a); 
and this Recovery of us by Keper/ance. and 
Faith (which our Church i in her Catechiſm en- 
Joins. to all who are come to Age, without Ex- 
ception, may be well e a Regeneration, or 
New Birth., 
141: 4ha 1 ſhould beg lad to be informed, whe- 
| ther our Church call ay; thing 2 the Name 


"#&S a + 


2 — 5 RE: 
P. Tou will ſoon de . to en of 400 
Diſpurations ; : And therefore be pleaſed to 
obſerve, in the firſt Place, that 1 in the Homily 
| fot Whitſunday, after mention is made of the 
Power of the Holy Ghoſt, in altering and 
changing of Mankind, and making us New 
Men in Chriſt Jeſus, it thus follows, —— 
, Such is the Power of the Holy Ghoſt 1 to re- 
e generate Men, and, as it were, to bring 
N 40 Ibem forth a-new, 10 that they ſhall be no- 
e thing like the Men that they were before. 
e Neither, doth {the Holy Spirit] think it 
« ſufficient inwardly to work the ſpiritual and 
„ Ner- Birib of Man, unleſs he 00 alſo dwell 
. and abide 1 in- Wn". | 


no. [fn abt {£74 +620 | ce And 


el st Luke XXIV. 47. Ads. viii, 23, 23. Chap. 5 
"XX. 21. Rom. iii, 25. Chap: v. 1. Ephbes. il. d. 
2 Tim. ii. 25, 26. 


And at the Concluſion; we have the fol- 
lowing Words, — . Humbly beſeeching 
God] ſo to work in our Hearts, by the 
Power of his holy Spirit, that we being 
«regenerate, and newly bern again in all 
« Goodneſs, Righteouſneſs,” Sobriety, and 


« Truth, may, in the end, be made Par- 


<« takers of everlaſting; Life in his heavenly 
„% Kingdom (a).“ Moreover, what is it to 


be raiſed from the Death:of: Sin'unto. the Life, 


of Righteouſneſs (b) ? — What: is it to be ne. 
created from a wicked Perſon to a righteous. 


Man; which our Church mentions from St 


Auſtin (c)? What ĩs it ſo truly to repent, as 
to be clean altered and changed; and to be- 
come New Creatures; and to _ in a Nea 
Life as Neu- born-Babes (d 8d 

What is it to be-daily renewed. * the Holy 


Spirit (e) ? What is it to have New Hearts 


created in us () What do all theſe various 
Expreſſions mean, but the very fame Thing 
With. being regenerate and newly, horn again? 
Moreover, what: glſe does ie Holy. Ghoft 
defign by that New Heart and New Ops 
which are promiſed to true Fentlents (2): 20 


We * * 3 1 18711 — 0 l What 


1 1 I ol ' o + & 
„ £-< war” 7 
E 


10 (a) Hom. "for Whitſunday, Part i i. p. 1 278. Edit. 
London, 1726, 
(8) 78 Collect in the Funeral Office. 
(c) Hom. for Rogation-aueel, Part i. p. 286. 
(4) Hom. of Repentance, Part ii. p. 327, e 
4e) Collect for Chrifmas-day. 
AV) Collect for „ 
. (g) Ezek. xi. 294. ad x viii. 31. Ch. aal. 26. 
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What elſe does our Holy Lord mean n 
this Saying. Except ye be converted, and 
«become: as lil ile Children, ye ſhall not enter 
into the Kingdom of Heaven (2)? What 
elſe does St Paul mean by the being traus- 
formed by the renewing of the Mind ( What 
elſe is to be underſtood by mortihh ing the Deeds 
of .' the: Body through the Spirit: And by cru- 
_ cifying. be Fleſh, with ibe ( Aﬀeftions and 
Lufts (e)? What is it to ſet the Aſfedftions on 
Things above; to put off the oli Man; to be 


renewed in the Spirit of the Mind and to put 


an the-new Man, which, after God, is created 
or. Righteouſneſs and true Halineſ (d]? What 
does the ſame Apoſtle mean in two ꝙꝓlaces, by 
a New Creuture (e) but only ſuch a Perſon 
as St Chryſoftom deſcribes in the following 
Manner? He is turned inio a New Crrature: 


For: be is born again [or from above] tbraugb 


Ab Spirit (). But ſtill further 3 What can 
S* Peter deſign by theſe following Words, — 
«: being horn again of incorruptiblie Seed; ' by 
ile Word of God; abi live! h und alidelb 
for ever (g) Or what does St Fob mean, 
when he declares, that ““ B boſarver is horn of 
God, doth not commit Sin; — that Mbalſocver 
6 15 1 '< God, erh Tee ere 
0 oH that 


fa) St Matth. xviii. 3 | wo Rom. " 2. 

(e) Rom. viii. 13. Ga. 8 

(4) Ephes. iv. * Colos. bi. 2 9. 10 

te) 2 Cor. v. 11 vi. 15 x oe 

(f } Eis £Tipan nal nhl FR ya ava ws iy 7 
da ene. in 2 Cor. * i. 4d (nw 1603. 


P. ee (gs) Epiſt. i. 23. 
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| 2 | 

that Whoſoever is born of God, | fenneth not; 
4 but he that is begotten of God, . keepeth bins 
« ſelf and that wicked One toucheth- bim 
« not (a)? —— So that not only our owt 
Church, but what is of infinitely. greater Au- 


thority, the Divine Oracles, ſeem plainly to 


call this entire Change of the whole Man, by 
the Name of Regeneration (b), or Neu- Birth. 
F omit thoſe other Paſſages in the ſacred Writ- 
ings, where our Bleſſed Lord ſpeaks of the 
being born again; born of Water, and of the 
Spirit (c): and where St Paul mentions our 
Nine ſaved by the waſhing of Regeneration, and 


renewing of the Holy Ghoſt 4% b becauſe they 


immediately relate to the miraculous Effects 
of the Holy Spirit in Bapiiſm. However; 
with regard to the ew creating à Simmer from 
4 wicked Perſon to a righteous Man, which 
St Auſtin affirms to be à greater Miracle: than 


to male a new Heaven and Earih (e); Ifay\ 
with regard to this, whoever is thus altered 


and changed, and, as it were, new'created by 
the Spirit of God, though many Years after 
his Bapiiſm, is ſurely as much born of the 
Spirit, as the Perſon who is regenerated at 
the time he is '#apiized, It is evidently: one 
and the ſame Spirit, that works; and indeed 
che. h Work of chat 8 only manifeſt» | 


ing 


4s) pitt ü. 9. Ch. v. 4, 18. 
(6) *Avayinne as vas —— Having begatten us again, 
1 St Pet. i. 3. — enen ee being b n 


C d a3. 
03 St — 9. 3. * (d) Titus is. 5. 
(e) Hom. for — Part i. P. 286. 
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ing his divine Power at different Seaſons. For 


inſtead of being a Child of W²Wralb, the Sinner 


is become a Child of Grace; a Member of 


Chriſt; a Child of God; and. an Inheritor of 
the Kingdom of Heaven. He is to be hence- 


forth dead unto Sin, and alive unto God; and 


to put un the new Man, which, after God, 
is created in Righteouſneſs and true Holineſs. | 
And therefore, both from the Nature of the 
Thing, as well as from the Nature of the 
Expreſſions uſed in the ſacred Writings, ſuch 
a thorougb and entire Change of the Heart and 
Aﬀettions, wrought by the Holy Spirit of 
God, may, with the greateſt: Propriety, 'be 
called a Regeneration or New Birib. The 


two famous Fathers, juſt mentioned, 40. in 


effect, give it this Name (a). Our Church, 
you ſee, expreſsly calls it ſo; and ſhe has 
manifeſtly abundant Reaſon: for ſo doing; 

ſince ſuch a Renetoal of the whole Man, is the 
being born again, = at what Time or Seaſon, 
or under what Circumſtances ſoever, this  Jpi- 


THIN: Birth may happen. 


E. As I find they are evidently miſtaken; 
wt ſuppoſe our Church calls nothing by the 
Name of a Regeneration or New Birth, but 
only Baptiſm: So, what is of the higheſt 
Concern to me, I find very plainly the Nerd 
1 have of being thus regenerated or born again 
14 the Holy Spirit. P. Be 


0 See alſo St cu 5 6 on \Gal.4 iv. 19. 5. Page 1010, 
where bas meet with this in expreſs Words, evoayewhoiuws 
tri gg i det, x H εν,οαοοτοπν lt ou want meat a 


generation, and to be formed anew. 


„ & 


c 5 3 1 15 * . n * 
F ²˙— ² 1 wö̃ ͥůvlͤ . Mes Su. Bm wb L2'Þ «a 4 | On 


* * 
8 SE] 
n. ain HE C2 IS 


1 9 1 
P. Be thankful, my dear Friend, that the 
Holy Spirit has begun this great -Work in 
you: For the firſt Step in order to a ſpiritual 
New Birth, is to be thoroughly convinced of 
the Danger we are in from Sin. The Holy 
Spirit muſt work this Conviction (a) in us; 
and excite ſome Deſires in our Hearts of 4 
ing delivered from the Wrath to come (b). 
that this is a very happy Beginning; but he 
Misfortune of too many is, they either ſee 
not their Danger, or, when they do, yet 
they like not this uneaſy Slate; and therefore 
| are apt to fly from it, and conſequently, from 
I their own Salvation. However, 1 am per- 
ſuaded, that this will never be your Caſe. 
ira 1 hope in God, it never will: And 
therefore deſire to know, what is to be done 
upon ſuch Convictiun?ẽ | 
P. Fly immediately to Chriſt F . whe has 
invited all heavy-laden Sinners to come to bim; 
and has promiſed to give them reſt (c). 
E. But does not our holy Lord n 
man can come to me, except * Father, which 
bath ſent me, drau bim i How then can 
6 I goto Chriſt ? $4 
4 F Remember, my dear Eugenius, that 
when the Holy Spirit has any way opened 
1 your Mind, by any, Means or Method what- 
J 
7 


ever, and thus convinced you of your State, 
and has touched your Heart to fly to a Sa- 


viour, 
3 (a) $t john x xvi. 1 8. Adds xxvi. 18. ; 

1 - 00 Ch. ii. 37. Ch. ix. 6. Th. xvi. 29, 30. 1Thefs 
S 1 . 10. St Matth, iii. 7. 


a ps St Matth. xi. 28. | Wo St Jchn vi. 44. 


1 v8 } 
wieur, God then draws you to Chriſt and you 
muſt immediately run to him, 

And further, 'it is our Duty often to im- 
plore, that God would lighten our Darkneſs ; 
and to pray with pious Elibu,— That which 
T fee not teach thou me (a). > 
Our bleſſed Saviour aſſures us, that he 
Nands at the Door and knocts (b): But the 
great Misfortune of Mankind is, that they 
turn a deaf Ear to him; though he thus gra- 
ciouſly and frequently admoniſhes every one, 
be that bath Ears to bear, let bim bear (c). 
As if our holy Lord had ſaid. Lei each care- 
fully atiend to my Voice; that I may no neu 
call in vain. © 
And moreover, all ſhould uber that 
God is perpetually. calling every Sinner to 
Repentance by his divine Goſpel (4); and 
therefore every Sinner has a conſtant Call to 
fly to Chriſt. And indeed to whom elfe ſhall 
we go? For be only has the Words of eternal 
Lie (e) : be is the Way, and the Truth, and 
be Life: and no Man cometh unto the Father, 
"but by bim (F). — Let therefore every Sinner 
fly to him, without delay ; for he, and he 
| on y, is their City of Refuge. | 
E. You give me great Evocdiragenent to 
go to Chriſt ; but my manifold Sins and 
| Toroprions are Bee to deter me. 

P. Know 


8 ( Job xxxiv. _ (5) Rev. Is, 20. 
le) St Matth. xi. 15 


44)*St Mark i. 15. e Lake wiv. 4 771 Aa, ili. . 38. 
ch. xvii. 30, Rom. ii. 4. Efes. . 1 
07" Ji. 68. Ty Ch, ne, 


19 ] 
5 Kbow you not, that the Lord Jeſus 
a0 not io call the Ripbteous, but Sinners io 


- Rpmrnces and that' be M bole need: not a 


Phyſician,” but they that are Sick (a)? The 
felferigbieous, and ſuch as are whole. in their 
own Eyes, ſee but little Want of the great 
Phyfician of Souls; very little Want of a 
Saviour. They may often hear his gracious 
Voice; but not perceiving the miſerable 


State they are in; (their own Selferigbteouſ- 
_ nes having blinded their Eyes) they can only 


approach Chri/t in a mere formal manner; 


but feel not that they are loſt and undone 


coil heut Him. 

"Theſe are the very Perſons wien our r holy 
Lord thus — Tou ſayeſt I am 
rich, and mmereaſed with Goods, and baus need 
of © nathing ; and knoweſt not ibat thou art 
<oretcbed, and pry cru and mo and oe, 
und naked (). 

Let not then the giebt of your Comwprighs 
keep you from Cbriſt, but 8 perſuade 
you immediately to fly to him. However, 
be careful to approach him, like a true re- 
turning, Comtrite ever to like one, who ſees 
his Danger, and is deſirous to avoid it. 
Therefore thus confeſs every Sin of your 
Soul. Humbly beſeech the Lord” Jeſus that 
you may be "4vaſhed from your Sint is bis 
Blood (c); and that you may have the full 
Benefit of that Fountain which is opened for 
Sin and for Velen (a). That * may 

; be 


4a 8 Lake x. 436. 213 4 Rev. , 17. 
(c) Rev. i. 5. | 44) | xill. 1. oY 


1 % 


be cleanſed from that Corruption of your Na- 
ture, that polluted Heart; from whence have 
proceeded every evil Thought, and every evil 
Mort (a. That you may be delivered from 
that Law which wars againſt the Law of your 
Mind, and brings you into Gaptivity io the 
Law ef Sin. That you may be delivered 
from that carnal Mind, which is Eumity 


-againſt God: For it is not ſubject to the La- 


, God, neitber indeed can be 0. Pray that 
the Law of the Spirit of Life in Chriſt Jeſus, 
may mate you Jes fray wm LAT ef Sin ar 
Deaih (c)). 1 

Sincerely labour to ring 7 Froieg mr 
fer Repentance (d); to avoid all Sin, and 
every Occaſion of it; and, to the beſt of 
your Abilities, to obey every Precept of the 
Goſpel. 
have done amiſs: And, to the utmoſt of 
your Power, make Reæſtitution (e). Petition 
for that true godly Sorrow, which worketh 


- Repentance to Salvation; pray earneſtly and 


conſtantly that the Holy Spirit may always 
aſſiſt you; may open your Mind and influ- 
-ence your Heart; and carry you through the 
whole Work: And that he may compleat; in 
you Repentance towards God; and Faith! to- 
wards our Lord Jeſus Chriſt ((. 
Them, who thus come unto. Chrif or, 
| which is the ſame ag them, whe, thus 


105 (come 
(a) Nan l. SeMarth, 3 xv. Teen 
() Rom. Js. 23, 24. Ch. viii. s, g 7 

le) Rom. viii, 2. (4) St Matth. iii. 8. 
le] Jobxx. 18. Exel. xxxiii. 15. St Lolce zix. 8, 9. 
Acts xx. 21. Philip. i. 6. 


% 


, Strive to undo every thing you 
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come unto God. by bim, be is able Tand teidy] 
to ſave 10 the uttermoſt : Seeing be ever liverb 
to make Interceſſion for them (a). 

E. I pray God grant I Way de of cher 
Number: But 1 beg to know, in how many 
Reſpects Chriſt is a Saviour to us? 

F. Cbriſt ſaves us from the Power of S 
tan (6). He ſaves us from the Guilt of Sin, 
and the Puniſhment (c) due to it, ' He likewiſe 
ſaves. us from the Dominion of it; from its 
reigning and condemning Power (d) He is a 
Saviour, and mighty to ſave (e), in all theſe 
reſpects: But if we refuſe him in one, we re- 
fuſe him in all. He will ſave none in their 
Sins: For he came on purpoſe to ſave us 
from them ( F). God ſent him to bleſs us, 
in turning away every one of us from bis ne 


ae (2 


The great Deſign of Chriſt was to make an 
end of Sin; and to bring in everlaſting Rigbte- 
ouſneſs (b). Therefore whoever will not be 
turned from bis Iniquities, he oppoſes the great 
Deſigns of Chriſt. He is for keeping out ever- 
laſting Righteouſneſs; by not ſuffering Sin 10 
be made an end af. For how is Sin lo be made 
an end of, whilſt he continues it both in his 
Heart . Practice! Or how is eee 

ee „ 
he Heb. vii. oy. 
(5) Acts xxvi. 18. Colos. i. 13. Heb. ii. 14, 15. 


(e) Ephes. i. 7. Rev. i. 5. Rom. v. 9. 1 Thels, i. 10. 


(4) Ram. vi. 6, 7, 1115, 18, 22. ch. viii. 2—4. | 
1 Cor: xv. 56, 57. v1 


(e) Ifaiah lxiii. 1, { fy St Matth. i. 21. 
(2) Ads iii, 26, © (5) Daniel ix. 24. 
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Righteouſurſ o be brought in, whilſt Were 
it aut of his Heart and Actions (a)? 

If a Man ſhould fancy he might ſtil bo 510 
with this. everlaſt ing Righteouſneſs,” though: he 
perſiſted in his Sins and Wickedneſs, let him 
hearken to the Words of the holy Spirit juſt 
mentioned. God ſent Chriſt] to he us, in 
| turning, away every one of us from his Iniqui- 
ties, Conſequently that Man cannot be bleſt 
by Cbriſt; he cannot have a ſhare in the Bleſs- 
ing of Cbriſt's everlaſting Righteouſneſs, who 
will not be !urned from his Sins. Nothing is 
more evident don Mun, who can but n na 
Eye. 

. Tome, I muſt own, the Matter ap- 
pears per perfectly plain: And therefore may I be 
truly and effectually turned from all mine. 

But now, ſince there muſt be Faiib as well as 
Repentance,. I deſire to know, whether they 
muſt be united; or whether one is to come 
before the other? | 

P. You. are to obſerve, that as Repentance 
2nd, Remiſjion of. Sins are to be preached in ibe 


Name of Cbriſt; and it being through bim only 


that aue are reconciled uo God (b); it is impoſ- 
ſible either to go to Chriſt. or to God thro? him, 
or in his Name, without: at leaſt ſome general 
Belief that Chriſt is the TEIN for the 
Sins * the aroma . 

q* 5 . But 


(a This was 5 the Parag; 3 to, p., 75 Now. c. 
(>) St Luke xxiv. 47. Acts . 2 Ons v. 38, 
19. * en 1 


LY 
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E. But is this the Faith, n which v we are 


ſaid to be juſtified? _ 7 
P. It is not: You will find uſifing Fuith #1 

to be a different thing. i 
E. Pray, what is meant by Fuſtification ?\ 8 


cg Fan's" 
NE 
. 3 
Og 


P. The Remiſſion or Forgiveneſs of Sins (a). 
E. But how am I to underſtand theſe Say- 
ings of St Paul, that a Man is juſtified by Faith, 


0 


EET NNE SI ASS 
ä 


\without the Deeds of the Law (bY): And that N 
"by the Works of the Law, ſhall no Fleſh be J nh 
tified (c)? k Fl 
H. Saint Paul evidently de to affirm, TY 
| that neither the Law of Nature, nor the Law 1 
6 of ae could Juſtify Sinners. For as Oar 4 
3 e 129 kind 7 1 
a (2) 11 is certain that Fuftification is ety” a forenſic 4 1 
I Term; and taken in its full Extent, is of a very com- 1 
| prehenſive Meaning. It implies a jadicial Sentence, by. 1 
/ which the Sinner is al/olved from Guilt, and conſequently HP 
© giſcharged from Puniſhment, 19 
And moreover, through the ſame Faith, by which we 474 
1 are thus 7u/iified, we become the Sons of. God, and re- 408 
1 ceive a Title to the Heavenly Inheritance ®. St Fon i i. 328 
2 125 13 Ars Ti, 24. 25. Ch. Iv. 'Ds 7. "Rom. vüi. 17. 1 
2 — as the Remiſſion or Forgiveneſs of Sins ne- 18 
8 ceſſarily implies a Diſcharge both from Gai/t and Paniſb- 1148 
? ment, and can only be embraced by that Divine Faith, - 16 
al which gives a Title to our being Sons of God, and Heirs 4:38 
be of his Kingdom; therefore Juli fication may be very well 1 
explained, in general, by the Forgivene/s or Remiffion of i 
ut Sins; — And indeed the esl himſelf ſeems plainly to © 1908 
deſcribe it under this general Notion. See Rom, iti, "FU 


Page Ch. iv. 5—8. ** of Salvation, Part I. 
C. 11. | 


18, (5) Rom. iii. 28. () Gal. ii. 16. 

a » Sec the learned Cataler on Iſalab v. 23. Ch. liii. 11. And 

che late Reverend and Pious Dr Deddridge on Rem. iu. 20. Note @ 3 
Where he alſo quotes the leamed Vitringa. 
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kind were become guilly before God (a ), and 
food condemned by the one Law, or by 
the other; it was impoſſible for them to be 
acquitted by either. But God of his free Grace 
engaged to juſtify or pardon a ſinful] World, 
upon a living Faith in the Blood of his Son (0). 
However, this Faith was to be preceded by 
unfeigned Re pentance (c): And to' diſcover its 
Truth and Reality, as Opportunity offered, 
by Jincere and univerſal Obedience (d). 
But ſtill, we are not to imagine that our 
Faith has any more Meri! than our Works. 
Our Juſtification or Pardon proceeds entirely 
from the free Grace of God inChrift : And it 
is embraced, or applied to the Soul by /ach 
a Faith, as the Holy Spirit muſt work in us (e). 
Hence 
(a) Rom. iii. 9, I9, 20, 23. 


(2) Ch. hi. 21, 22,24, 25. Gal. _ Ch. ii, 26, 
Ch. v. 6. Ephes. „ CR 1.3, 8 


(e) Acts ii. 38. Ch. xx. 21. Ch. xxvi 18, 20. 


(4) St Matth. vii. 21. St John xiv. 16.2, 237 24. 
Ch. xv. 14, 16. Col. i. 10. Heb. xiii. 21. 180 Pet. i. 5 
2 Epiſt. i 5—8. 1 St John! i. 3—5, Ch. ii. 3—10. 


(e) St Mark i ir. 24, St Luke xvii. 5. St John 1. 12, 
13. 2 Cor. iv. 13. Gal. v. 22. Ephes 11.8. Philip. 
i. 29. Ch. ii. 13. 2 Theſs. i 11. 2 Peter i. 1. Faith, 
ſays a very learned and worthy Prelate, ue 75 che 
„ Principle of the Goſpel, reſpects the Promiſes and Decla- 
« rations of God, and includes a ſurt Truſt and Reliance on 
«* him for the Performance: Bp Sherleck's Diſcourſes, 
the Ja Diſc. and Part I. But I miſt beg leave here to 
add, that his Faith is not the Product of Reading, Study, 
or Reflection; but the pure genuine Work of the Spirit of 
Chriſt. This appears from moſt of the Texts above re- 


ferred to: And indeed thus much may ſufficiently be 


concluded, from the WY, N of it. For ſince it is a 
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juſtified 


of our new Creation, it muſt be like 
 Workof God; and thus it is called in e 


| Tit. uns. 


1 . 
ieee! it is, that we are 3 faid to be 
by God, or by his Grace; ſometimes 


by the Blood of Chriſt, or the Redemption 


which is in im; and ſometimes by Faith (a). 


The free Grace, or Goodneſs of God, may 
be called the Firſt, or Principal or Efficient 


Cauſe of our 7uſtification ; the Blood of Chriſt, 


or in other Words, what Chrift has done and 


ſuffered, is the meritorious Cauie of itz and 


that Faith, by which we embrace our Pardon 
or Juſtifcation, may be eſteemed, as it were, 
the Inſtrument (5) of it. And when the Holy 
Spirit has wrought this Faith in a mourning 
Sinner, how welcome to the Soul muſt be that 


joyful Voice! — Son, be of good cheer, thy Sins 


be Jag thee (c). For being juftified by 
E = 4.0535. Faith, 


Principle be which the Heart i: purifed, and which diſ- 
covers itſelf by [a divine] Love to God and Man [Acts 
xv. 9. Ch. xxvi. 18. Gal. v. 6. ] it muſt demonſtrate 
its Origin to be from Heaven. As it is evidently a Part 
every other Part, the 
ſs Terms, — 
Faith of” the Operation of God, Colos. ii. 12.———-Faith, 
rag inpysiag T8 ©:5, —Paith, wrought by the Energy, or 
efficacious Power of God: And therefore it is no wonder it 
ſhould make fo conſiderable a Part of the Armour 1 
Ephes. vi. 13, 14, 16, compared with 1 Theſs. v. 8.— 
However, though it be not a Faith of our own working ; 
it is a Faith that may be procured by our own honeſt and 
earneſt Diligence. Seek it by humble and conflant Prayer, 
and thou ſhalt find'it. — Therefore, if thou haſt i it not, 
lay the Fault on thyſelf only. 


(a) Rom. | iti. 24, 25. Ch, v. 1, 9. | Ch. vii. i 


(5) Hom. of the Paſſion, Part u. p. 258, 259. 
(c) St Match. ix. 2. 


hub ante —̃ 2 ov 


*t 
; 
it 
| 


* I » 0 — 
Dee — * 
** 


r 


ren 


— — 
r SOL "LF IRE 
© r — 
— roy 


— 5 — 2 4 
— EINER 
. 24 —_ 2 


[26 1 


Faith, we have PE ACE with Cod, through 


our Lord Jeſus Chriſt (a). He is our Peace (3) 3 
baving made Peace, through the Blood of bis 
Crojs(c). He is our Propitiation, or Mercy- 
feat{d), through Faith in his Blood, To ſuch 
as approach this Mercy ſeat by a living Faith, 


God diſcovers himſelf a reconciled Father(e). | 
At that inſtant,” his divine Kingdom begins to 


be ſet up in the Soul: And where this King- 
dom is, Peace will diſcover itſelf. For the 
Kingdom of God is Righteouſneſs, and Peace, 
and Fey in the Holy Ghoſt (f ).—Confequently, 
Peace with God appears to be the certain Re- 
ſult of juſtifying Faith: And our Church's 

Notion of fuch a Faith ſeems perfectly right. 
* This, "the ſays, is given us of Ged; and 
eis a ſure Truſt and Confidence in God, that 
« by-the Merits of Chriſt [a Man's] Sins be 
« forgiven and he reconciled to the Favaur of 
« God, and tobe Pariaker of the Kingdom of 
« Heaven by Chri# (g). Again, % Faith is 


_ 4 faidto be a ſure Ti 20 and Confidence in the 


«© Mexcies of God: whereby we perſuade our- 
e Kere, that God both þath, and will for- 
80 give our Sins; that he bath accepted US 


ic Again into his Favour ; that he hath releaſ- 


«© ed us from the Bonds of Damnation,“ Se. 
« We muſt me the Merits of Chriſt's 
Death 


le) op v. 1. mm Fphes. ii. 14. 

% i. 20. (4) INarüf ies. Rom. lll. 25. 

(2) Ch. 5 . 2 Cor. v.18, 19. Ephes. ii. 16—18. 
1 Tim. ii. 5, 6. Heb. vii. 25. Ch. x. 9-22. 

)]) Rom. xiv. 17 

(2 Hom, of Salvation, Part mp o. 16, 17. 
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% Death and Paſſion— with 2 Prong and fed. 
«+ faſt Faith, nothing doubting but Thar Chrif 
« hath taken away Our Sins, and bath 
«reſtored us again into God's Favour (a). 
Elſewhere we meet with what follows, 

« Thou haſt received our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt] 
„if in true Faith and Repentance of Heart 
e thou haſt received him. Thou haft received 
* his Body, to endow bee with everlaſting 


« Righteouſneſs, to aſſure ther of the everlaſt- 
ing Bliſs and Life of thy Soul, For with. 


« Chriſt, by true Faith, art thou quickened 

again, from Death of Sin, to Life of 
Grace (b).” And only to mention one 
Place more. A ſure and conflant Faith, 
«© nat only that the Death of Chrif is available 
«© for the Redemption of all the Vorid, for 
«« the Remiſſion of Sms, and Reconciliation 
„ with God the Father; but alſo that he hath 
« made, upon his Croſs; a full and ſufficient 
Sacrifice for thee, a perfect cleanling of th 
Sins; and that thou mayeſt ſay 'Fith the 
«« Apoſtle, that he loved zbee, and gave him- 
« ſelf for thee (c).“ 

So that juſtifying Faith, according to our 
e and, 1 preſume, EY to the 


Apoſtle, is ſuch a Faith wrought by the Holy 


Spirit, as cauſes a Man firmly to }elieve that 

bis Sins are actually forgiven; that God in 

Chriſt is reconciled to him, and that Chrift is 
: C4 

(a) n. of the Paſſion, Part II. p. 253. | 


(5) Hom, of the Reſurrection, p. 262. 
e) Hom, of the Sacrament, Part I. p. 269. 
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L 28 ] 
become a. Propitiation for his Sins in particu- 
lar. Theſe are the Sentiments of our Church; 
and they appear to be excellently founded. 
And Where is the Wonder, if from hence 
ſhould ariſe great Comfort and Satisfaction 
to the Mind: Since Being thus juſtified Y Failb, 
a Man muſt Have Peace with God, tbrougb our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt? But now this! Fuitb is ibe 
. Operation. of God (a), or of his Holy Spirit, as 
has been already. obſerved z' and it will be 
wrought in every ſincere Penitent, when in- 
finite Wiſdom ſhall judge it proper. And as 
ſuch a Faith is the Subſtance or Foundation ef 
Things boped for and the Evidence, or Con- 
viction, of Tbings not ſeen (b): As ſuch a Faith 
will, in time, purify: the Heart (c) entirely; 
will quench, all the fiery Darts of the Wicked (d), 
and give us the Viftory over this World (e); 
is it at all to be wondered at, that ſo divine 
a Principle ſhould enable us to embrace the 
Promiſes of God in Chriſt; and that our Juſ- 
tification ſhould. be ; aſcribed to it, in the 
manner we have explained! ? | 
Our Church may certainly, with ha hi het | 
Reaſon, declare, that the being 7uftified by 
Faith only, is a. moſt e AAR e and 
very. fu ul 5 Con or} 0 ) 11 ww * 


** Colos. ii, 12. Hom. of Salvation, Part I. p. 13. 
Fart III. p. 16. | 


0 Heb. xi. 1. "7 le) Acts xv. 9. 
(4) Ephes. vi. 16. (1 St John v. 4. 
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1 
For if it be the Defrine of the holy Spirit, 
as is manifeſtly, evident, it, muſt ſurely be a 
moſt wholeſome Doctrine: And-if-the Peace of 


Ged be the certain Conſequence of being jufi- 


fied by Faith, as the Spirit of Truth affirms, 
it is manifeſtly a De&rine full of Comfort. 


And withal, ſince the Spirit of God has ſo 
often mentioned (a) it, I muſt take leave to 


think, that it is a Doctrine of no ſmall Impor- 
tance. 
E. Is it then poſſible for a perſon ever to 
know when his Sins are pardoned ? For this 
I have obſerved to be often queſtioned. 

P. There is nothing, Eugenius, Which 
Men may 0 queſtion, when they are ſo diſ- 
poſed. But I believe you will think there is 
little Reaſon to make any Doubt of this, when 
you have conſidered it a little further. Pray 


attend to the Words of our holy Lord, Come 


unto me, all ye that labour, and are beavy | la- 

den, and I will give you Reſt (b). x 
But now, is it poſſible for the labouring, and 
heavy laden Sinner to have Reſt ; and yet not 
to know. it? Can a wounded Conſcience. be. 
healed; and the Man not be fenfible of it? 
Can God ſpeak Joy and Peace to the Soul (c); 
and yet that Soul be a Stranger to Foy and 
Peace Is not a guilty awakened Conſcience 
6 » like 


(4) Ads xiii, 38, 39. Rom, i iii, 22, 25, 26, 28, 30. 
Ch. iv. 5. Ch. v. 1. Ch. ix. 30—32. Gal . 15. 


Ch. nl. 11, 14, 22, 24, 26. Ch. v. 5, 6. Ephes, U. g., 


Philip. iti. 9. (5). St Ma Xi. 28. 
(c) Rom xv, 1 3. 
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' «© ſcience, (4) 
- mily, ſpeaking of à true lively Faith, we 


{ 39 1 
like the troubled Sea, when it cannot reſt ? 7 bere 
is no Peace, faith m God, to the Wicked (a): 
Such a State is a He u upon Earth; there is 
nothing but 7. umult, and Horror, and Deſpair. 
But when Why: ſuch a Conſcience i is waſhed by 
7 Blood e Chrif (4 95 thete 1 is a Calm, and 
Peace, an Comfort. a | 
And cannot the Man, do you ink, eafily 
find a Difference between the two States ? It 
may as well be queſtioned, whether a Man 
nows the Difference between being upon a 
ack, and lying at Eaſe in his Bed : This Di- 
ritual Diſcernment our Church [peaks of in 
ore [ati than one. 

4 If after Contrition, ſays our Church, we 
« feel our Conſciences at Peace with Ged, 
<« through Remiſſion of our Sin, and to be 
* reconciled again to his Favour ; — Who 
« worketh theſe great Miracles in us? God 
« give us Grace to know theſe Things, and 
« to feel them in our Hearts (c).“ Again, 
peaking of the bleſſed Sacrament, ſhe uſes 
s Expreſſion, “ Here [the Faithful] 
may feel wrought the Tranquillity of Con- 
2 And in another Ho- 


_— 


have theſe Words,—* If you feet and per- 
« ceive ſuch a Faith in you, rejoice in it (e).“ 


Andi in the 7 — Office, this is one of the 


Petitions, 
te) Iſaiah v. 7, 20, 21, 


10) Heb. ix. 14. Colos. i. 20. 1 St John i i. 7. Rev. i. 5. 


e) Hom. for Rogation-week, Part. III. p. 292, 293 
(4) Hom. of the Sacrament, Part I, p. 269. 
(e) Hom. on — Part III. p. 26. 


oP. 
| Petitions, —** Make thee know and feel that 
« there is none other Name—in whom, and 
© thro? whom, thou mayeſt receive Health 
% and Salvation.” And in the ſame Office, 
in the Prayer for Perfons troubled in Mind 
or in Con/czence, theſe are part of the Petitions, 

, Make him to bear of Joy and Gladneſs, 

«© that the Bones which thou haft broken may 
c rejoice, Deliver him from fear of the 
Enemy, and lift up the Light of thy Cos 
„ fenance upon him, and give him Peace,&c.” 
What is this Bearing of Joy: and Gladnefs, and 
this rejoicing of broken Bones, but a ſpiritual 
Diſcernment of Comfort in that Conſcience, 
which was before broken and' wounded by a 
Senſe of Guilt ? Or what is this Deliverance 

from fear of the Enemy; and the Ji ting u the 
Light of God's Countenance, and giving Pace, 
but freeing a troubled Soul from the Darknefs 
and Horrors of Deſpair ; and from the 
Darts of the Devil, which a Chriſtian is to 
qtench by the Shield of Faith (a): And to 
cauſe that dark and troubled Soul to ſer that 
Eight of Life, and to feel that Peace of God, 
which paſſeth all Underſtanding (3) ? And 14 
moreover, what does our Church mean TH 
this Petition at the Coneluſiom of the Litam, 145908 
O Lamb of God, that takeft away the Sins of „ 
the World, grant us thy Peace? What can 
ſhe mean by the Calm of Conſtience, which 
muſt always ariſe from a Sen/e of the pardon- 


ing 


o 


(a) Bybes, vi.16. 
(5) St John viii, 12, | Philip. ir. 7. 
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ng: Love of God? Pray, obſerve how ſhe. 
3 the Agonies of a real Penitent;— 
Putfully behold the. Sorrows of our. Hearts. The 
Remembrance of, our Sins Þ is grievous unto 
ug: The Burden of. them is intolerable. Receive 
and comfort us, dubo are grieved ang ende 
with the Burden. of our Sins (a). 

Undoubtedly: ſuch as ſpeak. 1 ms 
from the Heart, muſt always be thoroughly, 
ſenſible when theſe piercing | Sorrows, when 
theſe grievous and intolerable Burdens are re- 
moved. Though, indeed, as for thoſe, who 
repeat theſe Sentences only by rote; who feel. 
10 Burden, who experience no Sorrows of 
Heart; how is it poſſible they ſhould perceive. 
the Removal of that, which they never once 
Felt ? But then as this Load is not like to be 
removed, till Men do really feel it; may the 
Holy Spirit effectually work in them a ſpiri- 
tua! Diſcernment, that they may no longer 
trifle with God and their own Salvation. 

E. I am fully ſatisfied, both from the Na- 
ture of the Thing, and from the Sentiments 
of our own Church, that Men may very ſen- 
fibiy perceive when God has abſolved them 
from their Guilt, —God grant I may one Day, 
through the Merits of Grit, have. the ame 
Bleſſed Experience! 

P. I doubt not, my dear Bed, but you 
will, However, this ought carefully to be 


remembered, 


4a) See the latter End of the Litany ; the general 


Confeſſion in the 3 Ofice3 ; and the * 
nation: gervice. e 


« 
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renetabandd; that every juſtified Perſon molt 
not immediately look fora a per petual Calm; or 
to be always free from mam, and perhaps ſe- 
vere Tempiations: But till he will ind Grace 
to help in time of Need (a). He is no longer 
the Servant of Sin (b). Nor will God ſuffer 
him to be. tempted above that be is able; but 
ill with the Temptation alſo make a Way. 10 
eſcape, that be may be able to bear it (c). How- 
ever, if there ſhould be, for ſome time, a 
Succeſſion of Light and Gloomineſs, of Hope 
and Doubting; theſe ſhould not diſquiet a 
Chriſtian ;. or cauſe him to miſtruſt the Safety 
of his Condition. But he ought conſtantly 
to perſevere:in humble Prayer, with Patience 
and Submiſſion : And God's: Holy Spirit 
will carry him on from Strength to Strength ; 
and from GOLF of Faith and Holineſs to 
another (d). | 
E. But how: may this true juſtifying Faith 
be diſtinguiſhed from that which is falſe and 
counterfeit; which St James ſays is dead, and 
which cannot ſave or.juſtify (e)? Red LP 
P. They may very eaſily be diſtinguiſhed, 
with a little Care and Attention. TJruMuſti-: 
Hing Faith not only brings Peace to the Mind, 
but is a living Principle of Univerſal Obedience, 
diſcovering itſelf by an unfeigned Love 4% God 
and 
(a) Heb. iv. 16. | (= Rom. 6. ; 
: (4) 1 Cor. x. 13. 5 


(4) Pſalm Ixxxiv. 7. ' $tJohn' i 16. Rom. 1 1 17% 
Ephes. iv. 13. Philip. i. 6, 


le) vt James? ii. Ara 7s 20, 22, 24, 26. 


1 1 


and Man. Iuclining us to walk in very cem! 
mand of Chriſt ; and to endeavour to bring 
forth much Fruit; and even to be filled with 
the Fruits of Righteouſneſs (a). This is that 
Breaſt plale of Righteouſneſs, or of Faith and 
Love. which Chriſtians. are directed to arm 
themſelves with (6).-- Whereas the Faitb which 
is condemned by St James, is a Faith deſtitute 
of the Love of God and Man : A Faith which 
brings not forth the Fruits of theGoſpel : But 
is barren and dead; and therefore vain, and 
void of all Efficacy. — Such a Faith as ibis is 
conſiſtent with cheriſhing Anger, Malice, 
Pride, Covelouſueſs, or any other corrupt Di- 
poſition whatever. Nay it is confiftent with 

every evil Word, and every vicious Action. 
But where true Faith is, it both juſtifies and 
will /a:Zify (c); nor does it give any Indul- 
gence to ſuch Works of the Devil. The Holy 
Spirit declares, that he ibat commitleth Sin, is 
of the Devil (d). Wbefoever abideth in'{ Chriſt}. 
fiuneth not. Whoſoever is born of God, doth 
not commil Sin: And moreover, that in this the 
Children of God are manifeſt, and the Children 
of ib Devil: Mboſocuer doth not Righteouſneſs, 
is nao God e). Conſequently, bat Faith, 
which does not begin to puriy the Heart, 


600 St Matth. 22. 340. St * xiii. 34, 35. 
Ch. xv. 2, 4, 5, 8, 10. Gal. v. 6. Philip. i n. 18 
John i. 15—19, 22— 24. Ch. iu. 16-27 , ; 
(5) Ephes. vi. 14. 1 Theſs. v. B. 

le) Acts xxvi* 18. 1 Cor. vi. 11. | 
(4) 1 St John iu. 8. (e) Ver, 6, 9, 10. 


ö ! 


ſpeaks only a deceitful Peace to us (a). The 


lood , Chriſt, when rightly applied, always 
brings Peace (b); but then it will always 
purge the Conſcience from dead Works to ſerve 
the living God (c). 

His precious Blood is a ſanctiſying Prin- 
ciple (d); it redeems from à vain, and wicked 
Converſation (e); z It turns them, who are ſanc- 


P 


tified by Faith in Chriſt, from the Power of 
Satan ( 7 ) ; and conſequently, from the Yorks 
of Satan: For Chriſt was manifeſted to deſtroy, 
the Works of the Devil (g. They that are 
_ Ele, are Eick. bros b San#iification of the 
Spirit unto Obedience, and ſprinkling of the. 

| Blood of Jeſus Chriſt (b). Seeing, fays the 
fame Apoſtle, ye have purified your Souls in 
_ obeying the Truth through the Spirit (i). 
You ſee, my dear Eugenius, how rue 
Faith in the Blood of Chriſt ; San#ification of 
Heart and Life; and unfeigned Obedience, muſt 


and ever will, have a mutual Connection 


with one another. But let us ſtill attend to 
the Doctrine of the Holy Spirit a little further. 
The Grace of God that bringeth Sal- 


<6 vation, hath appeared to all Men ; teach- 
« ing us, that, denying Ungodlineſs and 
worldly Luſts, we ſhould live ſoberly, righ- 


0 


6 nels, and godly in this preſent World; 
* n 
(a) Acts xv. g. 
(3) Rom. xiv, 17. Ephes. ii. 13, 14. Col. i. 20. 


(e) Heb. ix. 14. (4) Heb. xiii. 12. 
(e) 1 St Peter i. 8, 19. U)] Ads xxvi 18. 
g) iSt John iii. 8. (b) x St Peter i. 2. 


(5) Ch. i. 23. 


[ 36 1 We 
60 looking for that bleſſed. Hope, and the 
% olorious appearing of the great God, and 
« our Saviour 7eſus Chriſt: Who gave him- 
« ſelf for us, that he might redeem us from 
& all Iniquity, and purify unto himſelf a 7 al 
ee culiar People zealous of good. Works (a).“ 
I defire you would conſider, whether thoſe 
who are u zealous of. gocd Works, can be of 
the Number of this peculiar People? . 
Again, the ſame Holy Spirit, who has 
told us, that . By Grace we are ſaved through 
« Faith; and that not of ourſelves ; it is the 
« Gift of God: Not of Yorks, left any Man 
« ſhould boaſt;** 1 ſay, the ſame Holy Spirit 
immediately aſſures us, that We are his 
„ Workmanſhip, created in Chriſt Jeſus un- 
« to goed Works, which God hath before 
« ordained, that we ſhould walk in them (b).” 
Therefore, if we walk not in good Works, do. 
we not contradict the very Reaſon for which. 
we were created anew in Chriſt Feſus? Such 
a Behaviour is ſo expreſsly contrary to our 
New Creation in Chriſt, that nothing can be 
more manifeſt or evident. But now, only, 
to mention one Paſſage more....We are not, 
only directed to add 10 our Faith —Virtue— 
Knawledge—Temperance— Patience Godlineſs. 
—Brotherlz-Kinaneſs and Charily ; but more- 
over, theſe Things are to be in us and abound : 
And! it is een that He that lacketh theſe 
. 


(a) Tit. ii. 4495 11 en iii. 8. | 0 No 


[ 1] 
Thing g5 is ind; and bath forgo lien that he <0as 
purged from bis old Sins (a). 

Would to God, that ſacks 28 r eupett to be 
finally Javed by an empty” Faith, would lay 
theſe Things ſeriouſly to' Heart! | 

E. I take it, that our Church does not 
give the leaſt Encouragment to men a 2 15 
Faith, 

ne. Won Jace perfectly right: let us "Ss 
heart] in what Manner ſhe deſcribes ſrue Faith. 

This is the true, lively, and unfeigned 
*. Chriſtian Faith, and is not in the Mouth 
£6 andoutward: Profeſſion only, but it liver 
and ftirreth inwardly in the Heart. And 
6 this Faith is not. without Hope and Truſt in 
“ God, nor without the Love of God and of 
% our Neighbours, nor without the Fear of 
« God, nor without the Deſire to hear God's 
« Word, and to follow: the ſame, in eſchew= 
4 oy Evil, and doing gladly all good Worb. 
* It] is alſo moved through continual A, 
6 5 ;ftance of the Spirit of God to ſetve and 
« and pleaſe him, to keep his Favour, to 
fear his Diſpleaſure, to continue his obedi- 
<< ent Children, ſnewing Thankfulneſs again 


« by. obſerving or keeping his Command 


«ments, and that freely, for true Love 


„ chiefly, and not for dread of Puniſnment, 


or love of temporal Reward z conſidering 
% how clearly, without Deſervings, we have 
i n his Mere and Fardon freely LY 

Thus 


has 2 St Peter i i. 6, 5 x 
(9) Hom. or Faith, Part | I. P. 19, 20. 
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— Thus dees our Church expreſs herſelf. 
And thus eaſily may you know the Difference 
betwixt a living and a dead Faith. None can be 
deceived, but Hypocrites, or Men notoriouſly _ 
careleſ5 and negligent. And it is no wonder, 
if either they, who value not their Salvation, 
ſhould miſs of it: Or if ſuch as love to de- 
ceive, ſhould themſelves be fatally deceived. 

E. I fee nothing is wanting to diſcern the 
Difference, but an honeſt and attentive Mind. 
But now, ſince a through Converſion. 
ſeems, at leaſt in habitual Sinners, to be 
generally a long and laborious Work; what 
ean we think of thoſe numbers of remarkable 
 Conwyitons, and thoſe many ſudden Conver- 

ons, which of late — we have heard of, 
not only in England and Scotland, but in the 
temoteſt Parts of his Majeſty's Dominions in 
Ameriaa (a)? They ſeem to me too range 
and forprizing io be true. 
P. Though, my dear Friend, it would 
de the very Height of Madneſs and Preſump- 
uon for Sinners to continue in Sin, in Ex- 
pectation of fo miraculous a Change; yet as 
we ſhould be exceedingly cautious how we 
preſume to limit the Almighty, ſince His 
Jatdgments are unſearchable, and bis Ways paſt 
finding aut (b); fo when we have ſuch abun- 
Gant Evidence of the Facts themſelves, it 


would 


4a). See the Reverend Mr We/lty's and Mr Whinfelds 
Accounts; and thoſe from Sceiland and America, in the 
New England Chriſtian Hi flory. 


(5) Rom. xi. 33. 
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would argue a ſurprizing Diſpoſition towards 
doubting, to refuſe giving credit to ſuch a 
number of concurrent Teſtimonies. But then, 
beſides, when we meet with feveral Inſtances 
of a like Nature in the Holy Scripture (a), this 

demonſtrates that the Thing is not entirely 
newz but only a Revival of what was at the 
Beginning. And indeed, it is not unreaſonable 
to ſuppoſe that God would before the End of 
Time, revive his firſt Work, and give new 
Life to expiring Chriſtianity, in a way uncom- 
mon, miraculous, and aſtoniſhing. If it ſhould 
be objected, that thoſe ancient Inftances were 
only of Fews and Gentiles converted to the 
Faith of Cbriſt; whereas theſe modern ones 
are of Chriſtians ſuppoſed to be converted from 

a dead Faith, and dead Works; — I fay, if 
phe ſhould object this Difference; I would 1 
defire them to conſider, whether all ſucb 5 
Chriſtians do not equally want to have their 
Eyes opened; to be turned from Darkneſs ta 
Light; and from the Power of Satan unto Gad? 
Whether they do not equally ſtand in need of MW 
Retentance ; and a living Faith in the Blood 
of Jeſus? and whether, without theſe, ev 


ther of them can receive Forgiveneſs of Sins; 10 

or Inberitance amongſt tbem which are ſanJi- * 
bh 

fied by Faith W is in him (b)? 1 


1 
la) Ads ii. 37—41, 47. Ch. iv. 4. Ch. v. 7 i © © 1 
ix. 1 20. Ch xi. 20, 21. Ch. xiii. 12, 48. Ch. xiv. 1. 34 
Ch. xvi. 5, 14, 15, 29—34- Ch. xvii. 34. Ch. zviii.8. * 
Ch. xix. 17—20. 

(3) Adds xvi. 18—20. Ch. xx. 21. Ch. vid. 22, *3- 
* Ui. 24, * Gl. Heb. ix. 14. 
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And when we further reflect, that God has 
given our holy Lord tbe Heathen for bis Inhe- 
rilance, and the uttermoſt Part of the Earth 
for bis Poſſeſſion (a); that the whole Fewi/ſh 
Nation ſhall be converted (b), and the whole 
World bow down before the Scepter of Chriſt; 
and when we conſider the preſent melancholy 
degenerate State of Chriſtianity ;—l ſay, when 
we lay theſe Things together, can it ſeem 
ſtrange, if, whilſt God reſtores his divine Goſ- 
pel where it is juſt departing, and prepares to 
bring about thoſe other amazing Events, he 
ſhould clothe himſelf with a more viſible Ma- 
Jeſty than ordinary, and once more ſbew Wan- 
aers i in the Heavens, and in the Eartb (c)? 
To theſe glorious Times the Evangelical 
Prophet moſt evidently alludes, where he 
foretels, that the Earth ſhall be full of tbe 
Knowledge of the Lord, as the Waters cover 
the Sea (d). That famous Prophecy, in all 
its Parts and whole Extent, has been hitherto 
but very imperfectly fulfilled (e); and there- 
fore ſtill remains to be entirely accompliſhed. 
But before this Kingdom of Righteouſneſs can 
be ſet up, how many ſtubborn Enemies of 
Chriſt muſt be broken to Pieces (F)? To fo 
very awful a Seaſon, we may well apply 
the Words of the ſame Prophet, — Enter 


into 
3146) en k 8. Rom. xi 11, 12, 15, 23—32. 
(b) Rev. ii. 15. | (c) Joel ji. 30. 
(4) Ifaiah xi. . (e) Ver. 6—9. 


Y Pfalmii, 9—12. Pſalm cx, 1 Cor. xv. 24. 25. 
Ephes. i. 22. Rev. ii. 26, 27. Ch. vi. 2, Ch. xix. 15. 
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into the Rock, and hide thee in the Duſt, for 
fear of the Lord, and for the Glory of bis Ma- 
Jefty. The lofty looks of Man Pall be bumbled, 
105 the. Haughtineſs of Men Pall be bowed 
down, and the Lord alone ſhall be exalted. in 
that Day (a). 
80 Eh; whether we conſider Chriſt as con- 
quering (b) his Friends, or his Enemies; whe- 
ther as ſubduing the Hearts of the former by 
his divine Grace, and plucking them as a 
Brand out of the Fire (c); or whetheras tramp- 
ling under Foot thoſe who will not have bim to 
reign over them (d); in either of theſe Views, 
whenever that ſolemn time is come for the full 
Accompliſhment of theſe Things, we may 
reaſonably ſuppoſe, that ſuch a Diſplay of the 
Sovereign Power of Chriſt will be quite out 
of the ordinary Courſe of Things. Nor will 
I take upon me to ſay, that our holy Lord 
had no View to this State of the World, when 
he thus addreſſes himſelf toNathanael ;-- Here- 
after you ſhall ſee Heaven open, and the Angels 
of God aſcending and deſcending oy the Son 
of ante). * 

So that you find, my dear Eugenius, I 
ſhould not be ſurprized, if we ſhould live to 
fee much ſtranger. Things than we have 
hitherto ſeen. . 

However, as to the amazing manner of 
men, and the Suddenneſs or Slowneſs of 


Cunverſion; 
(a) Iſaiah ii, 10, 11, | wn Rev. vi. 2. 
le) Zechar. iii. 2. (4) St Luke xix. 27. 


le) St John i. 51. 


£ — 


Lg 


Ye ; Ws | 
Converſion 3 this ſpiritual Work of God, upon 
the Soul, mult be left to God only. wah, will 
work, ſays the Amighty, and who pull let 
it ()? 

And again, by the ſame Prophet, — Ir 


Dall come to .paſs,. that before they call, I will 


enſwer ; and whilſt they are yet ſpeaking, Twill 
bear (b). 15 
However, let none LES themſelves in 
Sin: For though the Spirit of God will re- 
prove, or canvince the World of Sin (c), whe- 
ther they. will or not; yet a thorough and laſt- 
ing Converſion requires their own . Concur- 
rence (d). The Holy Spirit expreſsly com- 
mands Men to give Diligence io make their 
Calling and Election ſure: And to work out 
their own Salvation with Fear and Trembling;e). 
E. But may not an Objection lie againſt 
the Nature of the Work itſelf? May it not 
be ſaid; that ſuch Perſons are deluded, if not 
1 
RF It may undoubtedly be ſo aid: For 
what is it, my good Friend, that ſome Men 
cannot ſay? But then, if any one ſhould viſi- 
bly ſee the Fruits of ibe Spirit of God, where 


before he ſaw little except the Works of the 

Devil ; © 
(a) Iain alli. 13. (0 Iſaiah Ixv. 24. 
le) St John xvi. 8. 

(4) St Matth. xxvi. 41. St Mark xiii. 37. St Luke 
XA. 34, 36. Ch. xxii. 46. St. John xv. 1— 10. 1 Cor. 
ix. 27. Ch. x. 12. 2 Cor. xi. 3. Ephes. vi. 1118. 
1 Theſs. iif. 5. Heb. xii. 15. 1 St Pet. v. 8, 9. 2 8t 
Pet. i. 4-9. Rey. ili. 11, 12. Ch. xxii. 111g. 

le) * i. 10, 11. Philip. ii. 12, 13. 


1 1 
Devil; would you not 5A that Perſon un- 
der a ſtrange Delufion, ons cod not | plainly 
4iſcerh che Finger of Goa? 

E. l-really:think, 1 ſhould. 

P. Or if a Perſon of Unger den br Rep: 
tation ſhould declare this, upon his own cer- 
tain Knowledge, might not ſuch an Account; 
at leaſt, ſeem to may a very favourable At- 
temion? 

E. I muſt 'own, it would. But now, leav- 
ing this Digreſſion, which was owing to my 
Curioſity, I beg to know what a Penitent Sin- 
ner muſt do, who cannot yet find that Faith 
wrought in him, which ſpeaks Peace andCom- 
fort to the Soul? 

P. He muſt pray for it, with great Con- 
ſtancy, Humility, and Patience; and per- 
ſevere in bringing forth Fruits meet for Repent- 
ance, to the beſt of his Abilities (a). And 


it may be great Eneouragement for ſuch to 


conſider, that when the Predipal was yet a 
great way off, bis Father ſaw bim, and bad 
Compaſſion, and ran, ama fe 6 on bis Neck and 
kiſſed him{b). 

But then, let it be well ended to, that 
the Son was returning and going on, till his 
- Pather met him (c). For had he, after his Re- 
ſolution to ariſe and go to bis Father, either 
changed his Mind, or ſtopped ſhort in his Jour: 


ney 
(a) St Match. 1.8. St Luke viii: 13. Ch. xviii> 1. 
Ch. xxi. 19. 2 Thefs. iti. 5. Heb. x. 36,37. St Ine 
i. 3, 4. Ch. iv. 610. St Mark xi 13. 


(5). St Luke xvi 20. (z) Ver 18420, 


MET 


and his Father. had.not then met. And there- 
fore let the Penitent go on forwards, till he 
meets with his Heavenly Father; who, at the 
| reſt Time and Seaſon, will certainly fall 


on his Neck and kiſs him. But, in the mean 
while, he may be ſatisfied, he is in the ſure 
Way 10 obtain Salvation by our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt (a). He may be aſſured, that Gd 
will look to him, who is poor and of 4 tontrite 
Heart; and who trembles at his Mord (b). God 


will not deſpiſe be Day of /mall Things, nor 


the Works of his own Hands (c). But He, 
which hath begun a good Work in us, will Per- 


form it unto the Day of Jeſus Chriſt (4). 
Him that cometh to me, lays the holy Teſus, 
I will in no-wiſe caſt out (e). 


He was ſent to bind up the e branded; 


and io comfort all that mourn (F). That God, 
* whoſe Name is boly, —dwells with him that is 


of a contrite. and bumble Spirit, io revive the 


Spirit of the Humble, and to revive the. Heart 
of- the contrite ones — ] create the Fruit of. the 


Lips ; Peace, Peace, to him that is far off, and 


to bim that is near, ſaith the . and 1 will 
heal him (g). 


Thus will be Cod of Hope, at the beſt and 
wiſeſt Seaſon, /1. every true Penitent, with 


all, * and Peace in believing, that they. may 


abound 
- (6) 1 Thefs v: * 650 Ilaiah lvl. 2. 
(e) Zechariah iv. 10. Pſalm cxxxviii. 8. - 


ney, home, or returned to his Swine again, he g 


. 
abound in Hope, through the Power of the Hol 
Ghoſt (a). ** 

He win, Khen his bai gte Wisdom 
judges it beſt, thus dicover himlelf to the 
Soul of every fincerely returning Sinner: For 
he is the ſame God of Hope ang eace, through 


Cbriſt, that he ever was 43). And therefore. 


as he has already done to Others; ſo wil, he 


vouchſafe to every proper Object the Spirit of 


Adoption, whereby they. ory, Abba, Father : 
And, at the propereſt time, bis Spirit. ay 
bear witneſs with their Spirit, thai 7% are 
the Cbildren of God (c). 


But let them continue infant in Prayer % 


Praying always with all Prayer and Supplica- 
tion (d). Let them not be wearied or faint in 
their Minds: For yet a little while, and be that 
foall come, will come, and will na tatry (e). 

- Theſe ought ſurely to be powerful Motives, 
to encourage us to perſevere in the. Patient 

Wi for brit ( * of 

However, it is evident, that the BN neſs 
of Salvation is 'no' ſlight Affair. And the Rea- 
ſon may be plainly perceived, why the Holy 
Spirit commands us to Work” n.7 our ee 
with' Fear and Trembling (g/, and to giv 
Diligence to make our On and Elegien 
| JO WP Tou find it is A £7241 ako of 


N * Fl 
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* 443 101 . 
(6) Rom: XV. 13. (5) Heb. Xill, 20, 21. 
(e) Romi viii. 15, 16. 
4) Rom. xti. Ja. Ephes. vi. 18. {43.3 


(e) Heb. xii. 3. Ch. x. 5 ty 2Theſ. . 
(g) Phil. ii. 12. (5) 2 St Pet. i. 10. 
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chat great b 10 . ind iſpenſubly 
neceffary: And that a Þoly Fear and Conter v. 


Jeſt. we offend God, or gene. Bis Boly Spi- 


714 (a), will be preſent to the Mind of every 
true Chriſtian. 

But from hence we may Rand amazed -at 
thoſe unhappy Perſons, who, ſeem to imagine. 
that /iizing till, and doing of notling, is the 
beſt way to work cut their. Salvation! the 
beſt way to give Diligence io maſte their Calling 
and Election ſure ! 


They, who can reconcile theſe Things. 


Taleneſs with Diligence, and doing nothing with 

working, need not deſpair of en any 
ContradiCtion whatever. 

E. Salvation, I am ſenſible, is a great 

Work: And as we mult work it. out; ſo is it 

well worth the while, to give all Diligence to 

make it ſure to us. I beg now to h: inſtruct- 


ed how I am to W that Expreſſion of 


the Apoſtle, that Chriſt is, of God mage unto 
us Sanflificaticn (b). For I think ſome have 
underflood it, as if the Holineſs of Chr iſt was 
ſo imputed to us, that we needed 70x in our 
own Hearts : But that we were to look only 
o the Holineſs which is 1 Chriſt ; iat 
labouring for any in ourſelves. .. 
P. If you meet, _Eug enius, with any = 
talk in this manner, ycu have great Reaſon 
to Pitys and to pray for them : And withal, 
endeavour, 


t Ephes. iv. 30. 0 co i. 70: | 


— 


*.5 
i 
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enden vdr in the Spirit of Meekueſs, to re⸗ 
| Claim them from their Error 4). 


Obriſt is made Sant#ification to As, as he is 
made to us Wiſdom and Redempiiun. Not by 


i mpuling his Wiſdom and Redemption to us; 


but by making us wiſe unto Salvation (b) ; 
and”! redeeming us from the Dominion, the 
Guilt, and Pani/hment of Sin (c); and from 
the Potoer of the Grave (4), and of 7 
as we have before obſer ved. 


And thus is he made San@ification unto us: 


by procuring for us that Holy Spirit, who is 
to work {bat Santtification i in the Heart, with- 
out which we are not qualified for Heaven. 
For without Holineſs, [inward real Holineſs 

no ere om 1 the Lord (e). Having there- 


D 2 ere, 


(a) It may not be RY for the ke of ſome Readers, 
juſt to obſerve, that this does not ſeem to be the Doctrine 
of Calvin: For he ſays, that God /andißet us, by re- 
forming our vicion Nature, by his Spirit. Juſliſcat nos 
Deus à Reatu liberando; Sanctiſical vitioſam Naturam 
Spiritu fuo reformando, In 1 Cor. vi. 11.—Beza, in his 
Explanation of Titus iii. 7. mentions the Efficacy of the 
Spirit in ſanfifying of uz. — Compleditur hic locus, ficut & 
Rom. viii 30. uicguid 2 Chriſto conſequimur, tum 
imputationem, tum per Spirits in nobis ſanctiſcandis tifi= 
caciam. And the learned Antagoniſt of Arminius ſpeaks 
to the ſame Purpoſe. — Cbriſfas, qui nos ungit & merita 


Obedientie ſuæ, & Efficacis Spirits ſui noſmet JE 
cantis,—Gomarus in 1 St john ii. 20. 


(5) Ephes. iii. 17—19. Colos. i i. 9. Chap. 17% 14%. 
2 Tim. iii. 15. 


1 201 Rom. vi. 6, 14. 22. Ch. viii. 4.5 2 Cor. v. 18, 19» 
Ephes. i. 7. 


(2) Rom. viii. 11, 23. 1 Cor. xv. 54 - 87. * Phili 
in. 21. 1,Thefs:iv.13—16. 54 57 * 


(e) St Match. v. 8. Heb. xii. 14. 


1 48 ] 
fore, ſays. the ſame. Apoſtle, theſe Promiſes, 
let us cleanſe our ſeives from all. Filthineſs «f ubs 


Fleſh and Spirit, perfefting Holineſs in ibe Har 
of Cod (a). Nothing can be more; manifeſt 


than, that St Paulſpeaks here to his Converts 


of an univerſal Sanfification. of Heart, and 
Aftions, He ſpeaks of it, indeed, as Of what 
might be effected by themſelves. The Rea» 
ſon is, becauſe they were to labour and pray 
earneſtly for it; and ſtrive to put all Impe- 
di ments out of the way. But ro Words can 
more fully demonſtrate, that this: Holineſs was 


to be in themſelves; in their very Sans 68 as 


well as their outward Practise. 
As he, who halb called yon," is Holy,—lays 

the ſame divine Spirit; /o. be ye: holy in all 

manner of Converſation. Becauſe it is written, 

Be ye hely ; for I am holy (6). 

Could now the Spirit of God more ex- 

preſsly enjoin real Holineſs, than when: he 


directs it to be in all manner of Converſation; 
and enforces it from hence; — becauſe God 


himelf is * 
Again, when the ſame Perſons are told; 
that they had purified their Souls in obeying 


the "Truth, through the Spirit (c) : and St 


Peter declares that Cad bad purified the Hearts 
of the Gentiles. by. Faith (d); What can be 
meant, but an-aZ7ual Purification of the Heart 
and Affections ? 


| Moreover, 


| at : Cer. vil 63 0 10 Pet. i 115 LN 
0 Ver. 22. a Acts æv. 9. | 
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Miogdovin; when St Paul tells the "Theſſcs | 


12 that God Bad from the beginning choſen 
them lo Salvation, through. Sanctification of the 
Spirit,” and Belief of the Truth (a); — What 
San#ification can the Apoltle mean, but a 
real inward Holineſs wrought in their Souls 
our Holy Spirit? 

And further, when he es that FR 
Lord "would Babliſh their Hearts unblameabP 
in Folineſs before God: And that the — 
God of Peace would ſunttify them wholly : An 
that -/beir whole Spirit, and Soul and Body, 
might be preſerved blameleſs unto the coming 
yo "air Lord Jeſus Chrift (6); 1 fay, when; 
he Apoſtie thus exprefies himſelf, is it poſ- 
Kble td > Underfiend him, as if he really Fig 
not deſire, that they ſhould have any N50 
Folineſs of ou or Spirit; but only that they 
fhould lay Claim to the Holineſs of Chriſt ; 


4 Holineſs within their own Hearts? 

f this Be to Habib the Heart in Hendel ; 
I ſhould be glad to know, what it is to have 
the Heart wirhour Holineſs ? 

I pray God open the Eyes of ſuch Inter- 
preters of the facred Writings! Be aſſured, 
my good Friend, that the great Work of 
FSankifcation is of > Gifferent ! Nature. It is 
an ub uuf purifying of the whole Heart and 

D 3 OE. 
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(3) 1 Theſs. iii, 13. Ch. v. 23. 


whilſt they themſel ves were deſtitute of all 
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den, by the Spirit of Cbriſ; it is the 


reſtoring of the loſt Image of, God in our 


Souls; and thus qualifying of us for that 


State of Bleſſedneſs, which none but baby 


Souls are capable of enjoying: And without 
which, Chriſt is neither our Viſdom, nor 


Righteouſneſs , nor Santtiſication, nor Re-: 
demplion.— Pray hear once more the Words 
of the Spirit of Truth. Every Man that 


bath this Hope: in bim [the Hope of ſeeing 
God]. purifieth himſelf even as be is pure, 


They Ks are Chriſt's bave crucified the Fleſh, 


with the Affections and Luſts (a). 


E. It ſeems then, as if a State of therough 
SanZification was: attainable. in this Life. 1 
hauld be glad to know the Opinion of our 
Church, with reſpect to ſuch a State. - 
. It is evident, from what has juſt been 
mentioned, not only that ſuch: a State is 47. 
ſainable; but that wretched muſt be the Fate 


of that Perſon who atlains it nat. For 7 

he muſt arrive at it before he can fre. God ; 
where is it, that he muſt arrive at it, if 

in this World? The Romiſb Church indeed, 


as you well know, have found out another 


Place to attain it in; as the ancient Heathens 
had done long before: — But 1 would adviſe 


all, who value their Souls, not to truſt to 
| the Purification of that. Place, And there- 


fore 


8 (a) 1 St John ili. 2, 3. Gal. v. 24. See alſo, 1 St 
John ii. 6. 2 St Peter iii. 11, 14. 
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re ſince it EY, be attained in this Life; ane 
and the Holy Spirit is as powerful at 'one 
Seaſon as at another; ſurely the ſboner we 
labbur after it, by all the Means of Grace, 
| the ſooner we are like to attain it. | 
It is true; he will not /anfify any ungua- 
Hfi-d or unſuitable Object; bart then if our 
Want of due Qualifications be owing to our- 
ſelves; to our wilful-Negligence or Careleſs- 
neſs; we have none to blame but ourſelves 
only. Perhaps we are too fond of this World; 
and if not of its groſſer Vices, yet of its . 
lies and Vanities; its Riches, Honours, or Plea- 
ſures: Or poſſibly we have ſome other Rig bl 
hand, or Nigbt. eye; ſome darling favourite 
Sin of the Soul, which we have not the Cou- 
rage to part with ; ſuch as: Pride, Wrath, 
Luxury; Cooctouſneſs, or the Praiſe of Men. 
Therefore we do not deſire, at this Time, i 
to have ſo holy and heavenly 'a' Frame ot 
Mind; ſo merk and lowly a Heart; ſo pious 
and patient a Soul; ſo mortified and ſei. 
denying a Spirit (a). And conſequently we 
neither labour nor pray for theſe Things. 
We may poſſibly, for Form's ſake, Putiup 
a Petition, now and then, for all theſe. di- 
vine Graces ; but as ſuch Prayers ,p eed 
not from the Heart (Where we 1 t p 
forme Idol or _ is it to be wondered! at 


0 4 82 } 2 A Þ Fr 
N N | ; * ; 5791 { 
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(a) St 8 xi, 29% $i Luke i ix, 284 100 Oer ix, 
24—27 Gal. v. 2226... % Kin 3 
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hat we are anſwered only according to our 
Folly ? ? We are par. fit for ſuch divine Fa- 
yours 3 and therefore they are kept from us. 
Thus verifying the Words of the Holy Spi- 
rit,.— Ze baue nos, becauſe ye aſe not. Te , 
aud receive not; becauſe ye aſe amiſs (a). 
And now, if this thorough Santtification is 
what we are to underſtand by inleſs or Chri/- 
tian Perfefiion, it may juſtly ſeem ſurprizing, 
that it ſhould: have been treated as downright 
Eu pull gain or Madneſs. The Doctrine itſelf, 
we have ſeen, is the Doctrine of the Spirit of 
God: And it will be eaſy to find, that our 
own: Church teaches the ſame. For. what 
elle goes ſhe mean by the following Petitions ? 
= That: <* God would ſanctiſy both our Hearts 
<«. and Bedies. (9) ; That we- may be cleanſed 
&« from. all. our Sins (c); That this Day we 
00 fall into no Sin (a); That God would & 
4 10 iy Day without Sin (e); That we may 
« be delivered: from ail the » Deceits f tht 
«, Tl, tbe Fleſb, and the Devil (f); That 
&« we. may forſake all worldly and carnal Aﬀe. 
eigne ); That we may always /ervg 
1 70. it Kare 1 e and Truth (b); 
4b $1912: ! | 3 ON e 


270 ameg iv. 5 Ist John v. 21. 
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moniom 1) Collect 21K after Trinity, - 
) Third Collect for Grace. (e) Te Deum. 
4 Litany. * Is] Collect for St James. 


ollet firſt Sunday 9 5 Eaſter. See alſo the 
Colt for Innocents Day. Exhortation before the 
Communion, with the Confeſſion and Abſolution: And 
the firſt proper Preface. | 
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„ That ene may in Heart and Mind: aſcend 
into the Heavens] and with [Chriſt] con- 
« ;inually dwell (a); That God would grant 
„ ns the Spirit to think and do always ſuch 
« Things as be rightful (bh); And that wwe 
% may perfettly love [God] (c); And wall 
&« before bim in Holineſs and Righteouſneſs all 
% our Days (d).“ e by 

Surely this perfel Love of God; this con- 
tinual walking in Holineſs and Righteouſneſs ; 
this Heavenly Frame of Heart and Mind; this 
continual thinking and doing what is right 3 
this conſtant ſerving of God in Pureneſs of 
living; this forſaking al! worldly and carnal 
Afﬀettions ; the being Day by Day preſerved 
from Sin; the being cleanſed from all of them; 
and the being ſan&iffed both in Heart and. 
Body; I fay, ſurely theſe Things are attam-. 
able, in the Opinion of our Church, or ſhe 
would never have thus petitioned for them. 
But what do all theſe Things amount to, if 
not to a State of thorough Santtification of the 
Fleſh and Spirit ? % e436 "op 

If all would heartily ſet themſelves to ar- 
tive at this bleſſed" State, as it is the plain 
Duty and Intereſt of all to do; it is of little 
Importance,” whether they call it Holineſs, of 
Perfection, or by any other Name. 


(a) Collect for Aſcenſion Day, 3 
. (5) Colte& fot the Ninth Sunday after Trinity. © 

(e) Collect following the Lord's Prayer in the Com 
munion -Service. -(#) General Thanksgiving. 


I 1 

Z. I ſee plainly the indiſpenſable Neceſſity 
of univerſal Hilineſs in this Life; which 
makes me even tremble to think, how far 
removed I am from it. But ſince it has been 
objected, that the Doctrine of Perfection is 
attended with ſome dangerous Conſequences, I 
ſnhould be glad to be e with . to 
theſe Objections. | 

The firſt is, that #- emacs Pride... 
- Secondly, that is cuts off all Dependence on 
_ Chriſt, be Fountain of all Grace. 
Thirdly, that 1 totally ſets aft afide the Way of 
Acceſs to God; which is by Jeſus Chriſt, 

And, fourthly, that / ſets aſide Prayer, 
eſpecially thoſe tuo great Paris of it, Confeſſion 
ane Petition (a). 

P Theſe are great Objections indeed 
But if it ſhould appear, that they are very 
l-founded, they muſt of courſe come to 
nothing. But, firſt, ſince the Holy Angels 
themſelves appear to have fallen by Pride (C); 
it can be no Wonder, if a very Hoy Man 
ſhould, for want of due Care and Watchful- 
neſs, fall into the ſame ſpirilual Snare: But 
| then it ſhould be remembered, that 74:5 Pride 
is 10 Part of his Holineſs ; nor any Reaſon, 
why he ſhould not labour for a State of uni- 
ba 5 Holineſs. © For ſince without Helineſs. no 
Man ſpall ſee the Lord (c); — Helineſs we muſt 

1 have, 


{s) The Perſdiouiſu Pramined; p. 75 wy de. by 


: William Fleetwood, Gent, 


(5)-2 St Pet. ii. 4. St ude 6. 1 Tim, iii; 6. * 
60 Heb. xii. 1 i 
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have, - let Men raiſe never ſuch powerful Ob 


Jebticins! againſt it, 5 50 * Adde 
Can any Chriftian i in | bis Senſes mn it a 
ſufficient Reèaſon, Why he ſhould wallow i in 
Sin, becauſe then he cannot pride himſelf in 
his Holineſs or Perfellion? Surely to be pure 
in Heart and Poor's in nn are 1 'confiſtent; 
State. ILY 
But, { ſecondly, as to'i/s cutting off + al Dia 
pendence on Chriſt, 1he Fountain of all Grure; 
affirm, on-the contrary, that a truly ſancki⸗ 
ed Soul will fee its Want of Chriſt every Day 
more evidently.— The more; holy are our. 
Hearts, the more humble are they like to be, 
and the more earneſt our Deſires after greater 
Supplies of Grace. And ſuch Deſires will of 
courſe ſend us to him, through whom alone 
they can be ſupplied. 
As to the third Objection, that 11 von 
 fets afide the Way of Acceſs to God, «which 4s 
through Chriſt. — Surely, if this was a nech fa. 
fary Conſequence of a thorough' Sanfiifitation,\. 
St Paul had never directed the Corinthians"to- 
. perfeft Holineſs in the Fear of God (a). Nor 
prayed, that God would ſaniZify the T beſſalo- 
_ mans wholly :' Nor that their whole Spirit, and. 
Soul, and Body mig bi be preferved blameleſs (b). 
Nor had St Peter exhorted thoſe Chriſtians to 
be holy in all manner of Converſation 5 nor to 
be . that they might be found of GO 
. Without: 


| 1 3 A 2 V4 f 
(a) 2 Cor. vii. . (3) 1 Tbeſs. ga. 1 


7+ 


thorough Sanctiſication totally fet afide the going 
is G through Chriſt, theſe inſpired Apoſtles 
had never thus laboured to bring Chriſtians to 
ſuch a State. Becauſe the thus approaching 


greateſt Saint upon Earth, as of the greateſt 
Sinner. This is what I ſhall endeavour to 
eſtabliſn very evidently (4); bur firſt proceed 
to conſider the remaining Objection; via. 
That this. State ſets afide Prayer; eſpecially 
theſe ipo,great Parts of it, Confeſſion and Pe- 


io terfe3; but he muſt. both be eftabli/hed in 
the Faith; and abound therein with Thanks- 


bes Faith, Virtus; io Virtue, Knowledge ; 10 
lienes ; 10 Patience, Godlineſs; to Godlineſs, 


Charity: And iheſe Things muſt be in him, and 


4 the Lord his God, with all bis Heart, and 


with all bis Strength ; and even his worſt 
Enemies, as \ Chriſt loved him (F). 
Here 
(a) : St Peter i. 15. 2 Epiſtle iii. 14. 
(5) See Page 70. (e) Colos. ii. 7, Rom. i. 17. 
(4) 28t Pet. iii. 18. le) 2 St Peter i. 5—8. 

(/) Sc Mark xdi. 30, 31. St Matth. v. 44. St John 
Xili, 34. Rom. v. 6, 8, 10. 1 St John iv. 11, 12. 


8 without" Ago and blameleſs (a). — I ſay, if a 


God is as much the indiſpenſable Duty of the 


Hilian . In Oppoſition to which, I muſt beg 
leave to mee that there is none ſo ho; none 


* 


Lining (e). | He muſt ſtill grow in Grace; 
and in the Kn:wledge of our Lord and Saviour, 
- Jeſus Chriſt (d). He muſt be ſtill adding 0. 
Knowledve, Temperance, to Temperance, Pa- 
Brotherly Kindneſs; and to Brotherly Kinaneſs, i 
abound (e). He muſt ſincerely ſtrive to love 


with all his Soul, A ee e Mind, and 


„„ 

lere is then abundant Matter for every 
Day's Confeſſion and Petition; and for every 
| Hour's too. W here is that Saint upon Earth, 

who can ſay, he has ſpent the preceding 
Day, or even Hour, with a/l that Care, and 
Watchfulneſs, and Diligence; and with all that 
Patience, and Self- denial, and Chriſtian Love, 
and «uxiver/al Charity; and that he has im- 


proved himſelf as much in Faith, and Grace, 


and the Knowledge: of Chriſt ; and in the Fear, 
and Knowledge, and Love of God, as it was 
Poſſible for him to do? So that here is ſuffi- 
cient Matter to confeſs and ſufficient to a/& 
Pardon for, Here is ſufficient Cauſe to pe- 


tition for further Supplies of divine Aid; in 


order to make further Advances in the divine 
Lie: And here is abundant. Reaſon for per- 
petual Humiliation. Or ſhall we ſay, Euge- 
uius, it is better for Men to continue in Sin, 


thai Grace may abound (a); that ſo they may 


have more to onfeſs.1 and more to petition 
for i ET Ys 

E. If we are b unprofiieble Servants, 
even after we have done all; ſurely here alone 
is enough to humble us. And — [ 


pray God make me alway vo and bumble, | 


watchful and diligent. 


P. Goon, my n as I truſt you have 
begun z and the Holy Spirit will not be 
wanting to alſiſt you. It is worthy of Ob- 
ſervation, that holy Fob was never ſo . 
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x «when ke had the cleareſt Diſcoveries of a 
Holy God. He then abhorred himſelf, and re- 
nented in Duſt and Aſhes (a). But I ſhall now 
further add a Caution or two, which may 
ſtill excite even the moſt f erfed Chriſtian to 
4 perpetual: Care, and Vigilanoe, and Humi- | 

lit 

TK a4 feſt; it ud always be remember- 
ed, that notwithſtanding Holineſs be indiſ- 
penſably neceſſary to the Enjoyment of Hea- 
ven; yet we are not to look upon the moſt 
boly or beavenly Frame of Spirit; or, in ſhort, 
upon the moſt rigbteous, pious, or charitable 
Actions of our whole Lives, as the Cauſe or 
Foundation of our Acceptance with God (2. 
We muſt altogether renounce the Merit of 
theſe, and only take Shelter in the Merits of 
Cbriſt. For though we muſt diligently ſtrive 
after foch a Frame of Spirit; and, to our 
Power, live in the Exerciſe of ſuch Actions: 
And though they are entitled to a great and 
bountiful Reward (c), through the Free Grace 
of God in Chriſt; yet when we have done all, 
Cas you have juſt obſerved) we are but un- 
profitable: Servants (d); we have nothing, but 
what we have received; 1 Cor. iv. 7. there- 
fore neither wwe nor our Service can merit any 
* OM our W 158 Sacriſices are only 


acceptable 


(6) Job xlii. 5, 6. | (5) 2 Tim 1 i-9. Tit: iii. 5. 
de) St Matth. v. 8. 2 8t Peter i. 4. St Matth. xxv. 
E Phil. iv, 18, Heb. vi 10. Chap. xii, 16. 
. Rev, xiv. 13. (4) Si Luke xvii, 10. 


* 


1 


acceptable % God, by Jeſus Chriſt (a). If. che 
Prayers of ibe greateſt. Saint be not offered 
with. Incenſe by Chriſt bim ſelf, they will no 

more aſcrnd up before God (b), than the ont 
of the greateſt. Sinner. Aaron was, in this: 
Particular, a remarkable Type of our great 
High Prieſt; in that he was to bear [or take 
away } he Iniquity ef the holy Things (c). And 
if the Iuiguity of our holy Things be not cleanſed 
by the Blood of ſprinkling (d), [let the moſt 
ſanctified Perſon think on this]. they will not 


prove an Odour of a ſweet Smell, a Sacrifice. 
acceptable, well-pleaſing 10 God (e). So that 
it will al ways become us, when we look upon 
our own rigbiecus Actions, as conſidered in 


themſelves, to ſay in the Language of the 


Prophet,— All our Rig bleaufneſſes are ac thy 


Rane Fl)... 
„Let US: remember, that Cbrift,. and 05 
alone, is the Aut bor, meritorious Cauſe, and 


Foundation of our Acceptance and Reconcilia- 


tion with God. And conſequently on bim, 
and his Merits, and. the Free Grace of God in 
dim, we muſt altogether rely and depend (g. 
uber wie we act del cgtrary to the 


WM I Feber ii. gt 0 gm vill 3. 4: 18 
le) Exod. 215. 38. 75 * 
© (4) Heb. xii. 24.1 peter ii. 5. N vii. 13, . 
0 Phil. iv. 18. Rom. xv. 16. (/) Ifai. Ixiv.6. 
4141 2 Cor. v. 18, 19. Ephes. ii. 13— 18. Col. iii. 


11, Heb. v. 9. Ch. xii, 2. Rm Chiu s. | 
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great - inſpired Apoſtle, who deſired only to 
be found - Chrift; not having, ſays he, mine 
own Righteouſneſs, which 15 of 15 Law ; but 
that which is through the Faith of Jeſus Chriſt; 
the Righteouſneſs which is of God by Faith (a). 
He diſclaimed all Merit in his own Per- 
formances, and reſted ſolely in the Merits of 
Chriſt. He defired altogether to rely on the 
Righteouſneſs of Chriſt, juſtified ;brough Faith 
in him; and poſſeſſed of all the other bleſſed 
Fruits and Conſequences of what Chriſt had 
done and ſuffered ; that ſo Chriſt might be to 
him Wi/dom, and Righteouſneſs, and Sanfifi- 
ration, and - Redemption (b). This was the 
Foundation he built upon; and if we build 
upon any other, it will certainly fail us. For 
etber. Foundation can no Man lay, than mer ts 
laid; which is Jeſus Chriſt (c). 8 

However, Secondly, Men are not to 
imagine, that they are hereby excuſed from 
the Performance of any good Work in their 
Power. In particular, they are not excuſed 
from that Part of pure and undefiled Religion, 
which conſiſts in viſiting the Fatherleſs and 
Widews in their Affliction, and keeping theme 
ſelves unſpotted from the World (d). | 

Let the Rich ever bear in Mind the charge 
given by the Spirit of God, not only 
« That they do Good, but that they be rich 
«0 I good T9 "9048 to diſtribute, willing 
| be to 


* Philip. in 773: (4) „ e > 
(e) Ch. iii. 11. (%] St James i. 7 


K 1 b 
4 to communicate (a).“ So that it is not 
complying with this divine Command, un- 
leſs ſuch Perſons willingly, and readily, and 
abundantly communicate out of their large 
Poſſeſſions. How elſe can they be rich in 
theſe good Works? How elſe can they /ow 
bauntifully ? or pay a juſt Regard to that, di- 
vine Promiſe, that he wotch ſo web bountifully, 
Pall reap alſo bountifully (O)? But after what 
manner is it, that theſe divine Precepts are 
now generally complied with? or how many 
does this Promiſe ſeem now to influence? 
Are ſtately Buildings, or coſtly Furniture, or 
rich Attire, or luxurious Tables, or a ſplendid 
| Equipage, or the boarding up of Treaſure;. 
Are theſe any Proof, that Men are governed 
by the Goſpel of Chrift ; or that they are led 
by his Spirit (c)? Is it thus, they lay up Trea- 
fures in Heaven; {et their Aﬀettions on 1 1 bings 
abguves or demonſtrate, that they are rich ta- 
wardsGod? That they neither love abe Moridʒ 5 
nor the Things of ibelWarid; nor are conforms, 
ed io it? However, though the one may be 
| no direct Proof or "Rane von of the 
| fs yet Men ſeem to have found out ſo 
many ingenious Solutions of difficy/t Texts of 
ae, and to have n a e — ll 
| | BY 


. Tim. vi. 1 * . 83 ix. 6. | It 
(e) I will not venture to ſay, they are a de Proof of 9 
the contrary; but, conſidering the real State of the World. 
they furniſh out but too ſtrong a Preſumption, that Mens 1 
: Hearts are not much influenced by the Spiris of * 1 
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pineſs in ſoftening all its Bard Sayings, that 
the narrow Way, which leadeth unto Life, 'is 
become ſufficiemly wide for a covetons Heart, 
a carnal Mind, or a worldly Spirit 
do not pretend to refer you to any par- 


deat Commentary, where ſuch "Expoſitions 
are exprefſsly taught or maintained; but I re- 


fer you to the Practice and Dibavicur of too- 
many Profeſſors of Chriſtianity ; who could. 


never be ſo thoroughly ſatisfied with them- 


ſelves, unleſs they- explained away the many 


ſevere Paffages of the Goſpel of Chriſt. 


But how different, my good Friend, is the 
Deſcription, which the great Apoſtle gives of 
the Cbriſtians of Macedonia? That the Abiin> 
dance of their Joy, and their deep Poverty, 
abounded unto the Riches of their Liberality 
And this even in a great Trial of Affiction (a) ! 


Let this, my dear Eugenius, be a Leſſon 


for you: And though your deep Poverty can- 
not, yet let your affiaent” Fortune abundantly 
difcover a true Chriſtian Spirit, by a chearfal 

and rich Liberality, to ſupply the ſpiritual and 
temporal” Wants of Mankind. Be aſſured; 
my good Friend, that when the gaudy Scenes 
of Life are over, as they are certainly every 
Day vaniſhing, you wilt then find, by a joy- 


ful Experience, what the Lord Jeſus long 


ſince declared. that il is more bleſſed to give 
than lo receive (b). And you will then plainly 
diſcern. the BOT, of thoſe, who, to excuſe 
ad „1 . fe) their 

(] 2 do's vai. w 2223 65 Ade u. % 
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E > 1 

their Neglect of being rich tsward; God (a), 
have, under the Notion of providing for thein 
on, "heaped ; much Treaſure together. for ag- 
grandizing their Families. Thus! js the Goſ⸗ 
pel of Cbriſ obeyed! 

E. But has not the great Apoſtle declared, 
tat tf any provide net for his own, and eſpeci- 
ally for thoſe of bis own. Houſe, * bath denied 
the Faith, and is worſe | than an Infidel (O)? 

P. He has ſo. And though nothing ſeerns 
plainer, than that the A poſtle is there ſpeak- 
ing of Childrens requiting their Parents (c), 
and not ſuffering of them, or any other poor 


Relations, to be a Burden. to others; yet 1 


know learned Men, according to Cuſtorn; 
are divided in their Sentiments about this 
very plain Part of Scripture. 


rents or Children (as moſt certainly it may 


be extended to both) yet ſurely. there can be 
of, Proviſion is there 


no. Diſpute; what - ſort. 
commanded : Not certainly a, Provifian;of 


Grandeur and Luxury; but of Things need{ul 


for their Support (d). However, though no- 
58 can be e plain than this; yet, I 
f 11 QHITS: Dies bas | ad 
9 (oh St r nnen 

| +19, dit 0! RN Ven 
> {4}. Ut habeant unde wivent. , Grot, in as BE 
qui Jure ſao poſſunt ali menta d liberis repetere, Cater 1 


ad witan neceſſaria. Hammond apud Le Clere. In 
- Commentary he has this Note: I pose hic non eff (ub 


levare ſollicitd quadam prowidentid. rates necelſlas. 
ulla fit ; I ege/tati open ferre. ans 14 


However, let 
the Precept immediately relate either to Pa- 
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doùbt not, this very Paſfage of Scripture is 


often brought to vindicate a Practice, which 
it was never "EUR to o give the leaſt Coun- 
tenanee t. 

E. But then, does not the ſame Apoſtle 
affirm, that tbe Parents are to lay up for the 
Children (a)? And I think Wwe orginal Word 


s to lay up Treaſure (8). 


f. It is, my Hear Fiend, the ſame Word 


which our bleſſed Lord uſes, where he com- 


mands us not to lay up for curſelves Ti —_ 
wpon Earth, but to lay up Treaſures in Hea- 
ven (c). However, if we allow there is 4 
perfect Conſiſtency in the Precepts of the 
Holy Spirit, we muft grant, that we are o to 
layup Treaſares for ou Children, that we may 
at the ſame time /ay up Treaſures for ourſehves 
in Heaven. Noe, which feems the likelieft 
Way to do this? 18 k by being rich towards 


_ God; by being rich in good Morte; by toi- 


niftrin ent to the ſpiritual and tem. 
poral Neceſſities of Mak mal; though by this 
means we leave our Fatmifies ON LY the 
devine Bling,” and a moderate Competency . 
dr is it by relieving the Miſeries of others; 
wich a /can!y Hand; and laying up ſuch 
Treaſures for our Children, as may prove ſo 
many Snares to their Souls? Such as may 
prove the Oxceaſton of Pride and Vanfiy, of 
Lirxury and err ? Such as may 
tempt 

n ) Oronvgiten: 

le) St Match. vi. 10, b.. 


t & ] 


tempt-a. weak, Mind, or a corrupt Heart, ta 


ſquander away in Riot or Gaming. what 
might have ſaved man, a Hess from the 


deepeſt. Diſtreſs 2 


Look round the World. my dent Eugenius, | 


and obſerve. to what'Uſes large Fortunes are 
frequently applied. And, then reflect, whe : 
ther ſuch Parents, as ſreaſure up ſo much for 
their Families, and ſo litiis for the Suffeting 
Part of Mankind, — whether they ate laying 
1p. for themſelves Treaſures in Heaven? And 
whether they do not ſometimes: lay up __ 
their Children a Curſe rather than a Blaſing? 

— However, the moſt bountiful and welt 
charitable, Perſons muſt not value themſelves 


for their charitable Actions, nor truſt to ben 


but to Cbriſt only. But now, ſince he has 
aſſured us, that he is the Way, andthe Truib; 
and ubs Life; and that no; Man cometh unta 
tbe.Father but hy him: And aſſured his _ 
ciples,. that whatſoever they ſhould aft-ini bi 
Name, be. would da; it (4) : — Since; we. are 
commanded: by the Holy Spirit, that whats 
ſoever we. do in Hord,or Deed, to da all inthe 
Name of the Lord Jeſus, giving Thanks 10 God 
and ube Fajber by bim (. And according to 
this Command, the Apoſtle thus expreſſeꝭ 
himſelf, - Uulo him Ir Glory. in be Church y 
Chriſt Jeſus, roug bout 9 2 Ages, World with- 
out. end (<)* LE A ſince the, fungi 
Spirit 


(a), st John xiv, 6. * ih: Ch. wis 5 


Colos, iii. 17. (elk Ephes. i ii. 21. 70 4 | 
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Spitit has aſſured us, that te are accepted in 
#be Beloved (); and that Chriſt is able io fave 
them" 10 the uttermoſt that cume unto God by 
bim; ſeeing he ever liveth to make Interceſſion 
for them (b). And moreover, that through 
Him wwe have an Acceſs by one Spirit unto the 
Father (c): I fay, for all theſe Reaſons, it 
appears to me moſt abundantly evident, that 
no Perſon,” none excepted, can have Acc 710 
the Father but only by Chriſt, I know the 
Holy Spirit mentions a Time, when Chrif 
Ball RE delivered up the Kingdem to God, 
even the Father ; and wen God boy Led al 
OLE). noc og 
2 thar' Dime is not yer! come. « te 
is not bere; but hereafter. The utmoſt we 
can underſtand by thoſe Words, is, That 
when Cbriſt has ſubdued all his Enemies; 
then his mediatory Kingdom will be ſurren- 
dered into the Hands of God Obrist indeed 
mall reign as Ning for ever and ever; and all 
his Saints with him: But he feems not then 
to reign as Mediator, or Inlerceſſor; becauſe 
that great Work will then be fully ended and 
| completed (e). 
But ſtill, in the preſent State ef Things, 
Cbriſt is our Prieſt,” and Prophet,” and -Medi- 
| e as NG EE e 15 al, und in all; 
\ £975 1 ad 
0 Erbes 1. 6. : {aj Heb. vii. 2. 
(e) Ephes. ii. 18. (4) 1 Cor. xv. 24, 28. 
(e) see the learned ny Peurſen on the Creed, 
P. 101, 104, 152; 153,283. b Sixt Kale ien. 1 


"$3 


= 1 


and; Leib all in all (a): And: therefore we 


muſt not preſume to approach the Father, 
but zbraugh the Son: Our Prayers and Praiſes 
cannot be acceptable 10 God, but by Jeſus 
:Cbrift (b). By him therefore, ſays the great 
Apoſtle, let As offer the Sacrifice ꝙ Praiſe 1 
God continually (c). And now, as this is the 
indiſpenſable Duty of every Chriſtian, ſo. the 


Doctrine of univerſal Holineſs, is far enough 


from being an Enemy to it. 

© Thirdly, ſince a Chriſtian wreſtles. not only) 
againſt Fleſh and Blood; but againſt Principa- 
lilies, againſt Powers, againſt the Rulers of 
the Darkneſs of this World, againſt ſpiritual 
Wickedneſs in high Places; therefore they have 


need enough to put on the whole Arniaur af 
| God, that they may be able to tand againſt the 


Wiles of the Devil (d). He is a very ſubtle 
Adverſary, and knows our weak Side And, 
unleſs we follow our holy Lord's Directions, 
he will both aſſault us, where we lie moſt 
expoſed; and will certainly defeat $.(e). And 
therefore let us be ever upon our Cussd; and 
dvateb and pray leſt we enter inlo Templation( f). 
Whoever e N bas made ſuch Ad- 
e vances 


% N ii. 11. en Lag; a ey, 

(8) + St Peter ii 5. ( Heb. a Te, . 

(4) Ephes. vi. 11, 12. | 2 

Yr (e}*2: Cor. ii. 11. Ch. xi. I 14. 1 | Theſs, Bi. 5. 

1 8t Peter v. 8. Rev. ii, 24; :- 0 

. St Matth, ie Se Mark ai. 37. $tLuke 
147 6 


* F 
4 44 1a ++ * 


4 
I * 
- 


* 
err * 
L l - - . 1 
H 1 2 3 ky . ORR In wr ray LIES 2 It 2.-mm.gh —— ** Fn 
8 n 3 — 2 — — 2 n Derr 2 . 
. 1 4 ESE . ä 8 4 N * 2 * 6; TE — r wade” 4 
1 


1 * 1 WF 
ae Eh a rs Big «v4 


ho a+ * fon ** 1 — 
p45 . r 
7 


*. \ 
the : ... ͤ . n — ind 6 * n 
: . 2 * 5 222 1 B eo ec , w # — = Carr er: N page Rs . ͤ . EY Sobt AG E * Chr ao : 
” 'S . - Fae ＋ i -% LR "17 4 2 by — A 7 3 go er — — — * — * * Fa 7 —— — 2 — T 5 
4 2 : - — 1 7 3 INE BE ood a a ORE —. NS = — .. Rig Tax rr ̃ ao on OR OY 9＋—— — — * " 
* — - he . e by 2 2 > - . "_ PS — w/ 1 — * CL . * be A —— h — 2 . . SU bs — 2 ” 2 Wy 4 r Py * 
1 8 8 . o 1 — ; — - , * $2 ee ; =? — — CY LIND Yon” EEC Oo Tn \ = - 5 — ye N Oo 5 
5 * - - N ** „oo en I © d 2 LU "Ex Na 1 ND > 9 = 7 *%.4 ww * Po - Oy ng —— _— 2 * — * a ad, Fo I — oe = 1 22 
x 1 - - &&SL I I Ihe. bY OE ISIS We = Re 75 — 2 OO) 2 OR — ah, 6 . . - l _ — — — 1 . l 
* 7 y - « ih. 8 5 2 ir 6 * "as _ = — 3 — 
, as By OS IT — 
— * < # 


[ 68 * | 
vances 11 Religion, that ſuch Cautions are 
. is in the utmoſt Danger of feel · 
ing the Effects of his own Raſhneſs, Pre- 

ſumption, and Self ſufficiency. 

The greateſt Proficient in the School of 
Chriſt ought frequently to reflect on that ſo- 
lemn Caution, Thou ſtandeſt by Faith.. Be 
not big b-minded, but fear (a). Nor are thoſe 
other Directions of the ſame” Apoſtle leſs 
needful for him, Let him that thinketh be 


ftandeth, take beed left be fall (O). He is but 


yet in a Probation- State; and therefore muſt 
conſtantly look to himſelf. The whole Life 
of a Chriſtian upon Earth, is but one conti- 
nued Journey towards Heaven; and therefore 
he muſt daily forget iboſe Things which are be- 


are e before ; + and 77 4% toward the Mark 1 55 oy 


* s i [| 


( Rom. 20. 20. 


( 1 Cor. x. 12. __ any one ſhould imagine that 
theſe Directions cannot belong to him; ' becauſe he does 
not only think that he /ands; but knows for a Certainty 
that he does ſo; —ſuch a: Perſon. may be pleaſed to oh- 
ſerve, that there is not the leaſt Neceſſity to ſuppoſe the 
e here applies himſelf to pain, conceited Perſon, 
who only fancied they Jed 4 705 whilſt they were 
Falling: For at Verſe 15 ys, he eat as t a 
Men. So that he! 1 plainly to intimate, that «vl 
out due Care and Watchivig, the beſ might» full. And 
moreover, it is to be obſerye, that the Verb) Jouriy is 
often an Expfetive. See Mark x. 42. SEL ke viii. 18. 
1 Cor. vii. 40. Ch. xi, 161 | Heb: iv. 1. See allo pur 
leaniet! Garalex in his Cfunur, Ch. Lp. 3 46.0 . 
Hammond on St Matth. iii, 9. r 


bind, and reach forth unto thoſe Things which 


Lon, 4 
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Prize .of the - High Calling of God in Chriſt 3 


Jeſus (a). The moſt advanced, and molt im- 
proved Cbriſtian, has ſtill greater Advances 
and higher Improvements to make; and theſe 
require conſtant Care, and Prayer, and Watch; 
For though every Day bis. Salvation is 


ntarer, than toben he firſt believed (5 3 yet he 
muſt remember, that he bat ſhall endure uno 


the End, the ſame. ſhall. be ſaved (cc 80 
that if he would receive ihe Prize, he mult /o 
run that he may obtain (d). But if he. ſtops 
ſhort in this Chriſtian Race; or, fancies. it is 
over, before he has fini/zed- bis Caurſe (e); 
that is, before he has finiſhed his Days in his 
Lord's Service; and his Lord calls upon him 
to give an Account of his Talents and Ste- 
wardſbip (F) l ſay, if he does this, I fear 
he does not ſo run as io obtain the Prixs.— 
The holy Apoſtle, after twenty Years painful 


Running, Hunger, Thirſt, and Natedneſa, and 


Sufferings of every kind, yet left not off to 
run, and fight, and mortify. Let all Chriſtians 
hear his own Words, and learn to imitate. 

. T therefore ſo run, ſays this holy Man, not as 
uncertainly : So fight 1, not as one that beateth 


the Air: But I keep under my Body, and bring 
it into Subjection; leſt, .that by any Means, 


| When 
(3) Rom. xiii. 11. 
(4) 1 Cor. ix. 24. 


(a) Philip. iii. 13, 14. 
(e) St Matth. xxiv. 13. 
le). Acts xx. 24. 


VSt Matth. xxv. 13—19. St Luke xii. 3 544. 
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Cw) 


hls I have preached to-others, T myſelf ſhould 
be a a Caſt-awway(a) ———Surely, if this was the 

Behaviour of one, who had been a faithful, 
laborious, and perſecuted Soldier df Jeſus 
brit for ſo many Years; and who had 2 
3 Power of Chriſt reſting upon him (b); what 
\Chriftian' can think, that the ſame Care, and 

"Vigilance, and Self-denial, are unneceſſary for 
 Shimfelf 2. But further, his Directions to the 
OFJebrews are highly deſerving of notice, — 
"Looking diligently i, any Man full from 'the 


be rendered (c). — Again, after c told 
= *he Coliſans, that Chriſt had reconciled them, 
1 in the" Body of bis Fleſbtbrougb Death, to preſent 


in the $ipbt [of God], he then adds ' theſe re- 
-maikuble Words, ye tontinue'in the Faith, 
rranded and ſettled, and be not moved ey 
Frm the Hope of the Goſpel (d). e 
By the former is evidently imply'd, chat 
-ichioas great Care and Circumſpection, Chri/- 
trans are in certain Danger of Falling from di- 


a 4 in the Faith. 
To the ſame Effect is that . Caution 


= of the Son of God to the Church of Philadei- 
1 5 pubis 


1 1 Cor. ix. 26, 27. (5) Ze. xii. 9. 
bs (Heb: xii. 15. U rie LS ard He 28 dug 
{#) Coloſſ. 1, 2123, See alſo Heb. iii. 6, 14. 


| Grace of God. For ſo the Words are ren- 
hgered in the Margin; and ſo they ought to 


them boly, and unblameable, and unreproveabl: 


| vine Grace. And by the latter is plainly de- 
| "cared, that the Benefits of Chriſt's Death 
*would' be loſt to us, unleſs we continued ed. 


H 


f 1 991 4 
pbia, — Hold that faſt which thou haſt, that. 10 
Man lake thy Crown (a). If that Crown 
could not be taken, then our Lord uſes an 
Argument to ſtrike Fear, where no Fear was. 


But further, he had long before told his Diſ- 


ciples, that be was the Vine, and they the 


Branches : : But that every Branch in him, 
which did not bear Fruit, his Father would 
take away (5). Can any thing now be more 


manifeſt, than that a Perſon, who had been 
ſpiritually ingrafted into Chriſt, if he did not 


bring forth the Fruits of the Goſpel, would be 
cut off as an uſeleſs and withere Branch (c)? 


I pray God theſe Reflections may ſink. deep 
into the Mind of every Profeſſor of Chriſtia- 
nity; and cauſe him to watch diligently | his 
Heart and Actions. 

E. May they ever ſink deep into mine, in 
particular. 

P. But ſtill I have one C0 more to 
add; though I truſt it will never be neceſſary 
as to yourielf: And it is, that Men would 
never fancy themſelves Children of God, whilſt 
they are plainly indulgin themſelves i in the 
Mork, of the Devil. The Holy Spirit has 
abundantly provided againſt this horrible De- 
luſion; if ſuch unhappy Creatures would not 
he their Eyes, left they ſhould ſes (d). 

I: us attend a Moment to his divine In- 

TX. -. ſtructions 


(a) Rev. m. 11. See alſo Ch. xxil. 19. 5 
(5) St John xv. 1, 2. (c) Verſe 5 See the 
Homily of falling from God, Part I. p. 7. 


| (4), St Match. xiii, 14, 15. 


je 


AruRions —+« Hereby we do know that oe 


« know bim, if we keep his Commandments. 
He that faith, I know him, and keepeth not 
% his Commandmenis, is a Liar, and the 
© Truth is not in bim. But whoſo keepeth 
bis Mord, in him verily is tbe Love of God 
perfected; berely know we that we are 71 
bim. He that faith, he abideth in bim, 
« ought himſelf allo /o to walk, even as he 
« walked (a).“ 
e Wholoever abideth in him, F meth nos: 
. « Whoſoever /inneth, hath not ſeen bim, nei- 
«© ther. known him. Little Children, let no 
« Man deceive you; he that doth Righteou/- 
&« neſs, is righteous, even as He is righteous. 
He that committeth Sin, is of the Devil.— 


For this Purpoſe the Son of God was ma- 


3 


nifeſted, that he might dero the Works 
f tbe Devil. 
% Whoſoever is born of God; doth not 


« commit Sin; for his Seed feiiberh in 


* him: And he cannot {in, becauſe he is 
« born of God. In this the Children of God 


, are manifeſt, and the Children of the De- 


t vil: Whoſoever doth nol Rig bteouſneſs, Is 
not of God (b). 

How plain and expreſs ire the Marks here 

laid down by the Holy Spirit; by. which 

+ Men may judge, whether they belong to God 

or not ?—He that belongs 10 God, muſt wall, 


even as Chriſt himſelf walked. If we would 


know that we are in bim, we muſt keep his 
Com- 


(iSt John ii. «it (, St john ili 6—10. 


/// ˙²˙70Pͥ1/ at no re ae ... 
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Commandments.” He that keeps not the divine 


Commands, knows not. God, as he ought 10 


know, He bath not ſeen bim, neither known 


- 


bim. 
Secondly, 12 that imagines himſelf to be 


righteous, without leading a righteous Life, is 


entirely deceived. 


Thirdly, he that indulges himſelf in any | 


Sin, is doing the Hork of. the Devil, and fo far 


runs counter to the very Reaſon, why Criſt 


was manifeſted in ibe Fleſh. 

And fourthly, as he that 405 not Rig b- 
teouſuels, is not of God; and as be that com- 
milteth Sin, is of. the Dewi; Therefore ſuch 
Men cannot be the Children of God. They 
are not thoſe living Branches, which are in- 
grafted into Cbriſt; for theſe bring forth 


much Fruit with. * "OR and Perſeverance, 


and labour even to be f!:d with the Fruits of 


Righteouſneſs. ( (a). Thus they give Proof, 


that Chriſt is formed in them ; that be dwells 


in. their Hearts by Faith; and that they are 


led by bis Spirit (b). 


Whereas the others are thoſe fruitleſs and 


withered Branches, which, our bleſſed Lord 
aſſures us, are gathered, and caſt into the Fire, 
and burned. Every Tree, ſays the Son of God, 


that. bringeth not forth good Fruit, is hewn 4 
down and caſt into the * (c). Even thoſe. 


1 g that 

b. St John xv. 4, 5. St Luke y viii 16. Rom. f 11. 
6,7. Phil. i. 11. 

15 . ü. 20. Ch. iv. 10. Ephes, i lit. 17. kon. 


vin. 


05 t John xv. 2, 6. St Match. vii. 1921. i : he 
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that have prophefied in the Name of Chrift, 
| worked Miracles, and caſt out Devils, will be 
| commanded to depart from Chriſt, if they 
1 have been Workers of Iniquity (a). 
| How farally then mult thoſe be deluded, 
who fancy they may ſafely indulge in the 
il Works of the Devil; becauſe, as they imagine, 
| Sins are not impuled to the Children of God (b). 
| I. pray God preſerve every one from ſuch 
dreadful Delufions! For if a vicious Perſon 
or Hypocrite ſhould perſuade himſelf that he 


was a Child of God, and that therefore his Sins 
would nct be imputed to him; ſo unhappy a 
Creature is in a fair Way to. fin on, till his 
Eyes open in tbe Place of Tormenits,= If the 
Light that is in thee be Darkneſs, how great is 


» 


E. I know there is a famous Text, which 


is often appealed, to upon ſuch Occaſions. — 
He bath not bebeld Iniquity in Jacob; #either 
hath be ſeen Perverſeneſs in Iſrael (g. 

P. Tou obſerve right; this Text has been 
ſadly abuſed in ſupport of that wretched Opi- 
nion; though it can have no manner of 'Re- 


lation to it. 
(a) Ch. vii. 22, 25, © 10 


65) Dara etiamſi peccent, pectata ili: neutiguam impu- 
tentur.—St Rernard in Septuag. Serm. . 

le) St Matth. vi. 3. 

%] Numb. xxiii. 21. It is worth any Scholar's while 
to ſee an excellent Diſſertation on that Text by our 
learned Ggataker; or an Extract of it in Paol's Synop/is. 
The Meaning appears plainly to be, —God will not ſuf- 
fer his People to be injurioufly treated, without taking 
proper Notice of it. h R | 


N 


IM, 


1 
1 appears moſt evidently plain, from the 
whole Dealings of God with, that People, 


that he was: 18 far from not be holding, or not 
zeing their Sins, that he made them frequent - 
ly, For their. Sins, a public Example of his 
righteous Diſpleaſure. Let any one compare; . 
the divine T hreatenings, in Deuteronomy xxviii. 
with what has befallen that unhappy Nation, 
and then conſider, whether God did nat be- 
bold Sin in his own People? That Relation 
they. ſtood in to God, was ſo. far from being 
a Licence to ſin, or a. Screen to protect them 
from Puniſhment, that, according, to. God's 
en Declaration, it expoſed them, the. mor 
certainly to it. Let us hear the Words 0 
che Almighty; himfelf, - 74 any have 
knawn' of ail: the Families: of: the: Eartb: Therey, 
fora I will, puniſ y0u: for all your Tniguities (a). 
One would: hope, that no ſerious Chriſtian. 
who duly hid: 1 Thipgs together, could, 
ever imagine, that the Sins of God's, People ar 
Children were not entitled to-Puniſhment, ſince 
it is for bis very Reaſon that he threatens to 
puniſh them; becauſe Sin in z was more. 
exceeding ly l as being highly aggravated 
in every re | " aff 


And here I wuſt juft take ine another 
Text of Scripture, Wich has too often been 
miſtaken and perverted. God Almighty, by, 
his Prophet, tells the Wife of Jeroloam, that 
their Son only ſball come to the Grave, becauſe 
D- 4 „ 


(la) Amos lll. 2. 


| [76 "Y 
in him there is found [ſome] ue oe toward 
the Lord Cod of Iſrael (a). 
Ftom hence very wicked Men may -2ag 
- ſometimes received very great Encour 
ment; that is, in caſe any thing good was to 
be found in them. If here was any ſolid 
Foundation for Comfort. there are ſurely few 
jo entirely abandoned, but might receive ** 
Conſolation from hence:” 
But then the Text really deſigns to give no 
ſuch Comfort or Encouragement, It does 
not mean, that !hough that Child was exceed- 
imply wicked; yet as there was Jome good Diſ- 
fition in bios; therefore be was in the Favour 
of God, It does not mean, that the ſmall good 
in him made A mends for all the reſt: that 
was bad; And yet if this be not the Mean- 
, the weak Inference; drawn from this 
Palfage, muſt fall to the Ground. Nay, it 
does not ſo much as intimate that there was 
uny Wickedne/s in him at all. Our Tranſla- 
tors having render'd the Paſſage — ſome gocd 
Thing, may have naturally led a mere Eu- 
gliſb Reader into the Miſtake ; but it is amaz- 
mg how Men of Learning could fall into it. 

The Word me] is not in the Original; 
which, if literally tranſlated, would run thus, 
Lithert wa. found in bim a good Word (b) to- 
wards the Lord, &c. which, according to 
the g Os might be rendered—there 
was 


"a) I Kings xiv, 13. 


(5) D 127 The Septuagint render i it ed *ab, 
a1 d the Vulgate Sermo bonus, 


TY, 


was Gtodneſs or a good Intention (a) in him 


towards God. The Father was a groſs Ido- 
later, whilſt the Son ſeems to have been an 
Enemy to Idolatry, and a Worſhipper of the 
true God. And therefore might deſign, 
when it was in his Power, to reſtore that true 
Worſhip, which his Father had Ort VPN: or 
rather had entirely overturned. . 

So that the Text only mentions the Vi rtue 
or Piety of the Youth ; without the leaſt Hint 
or Intimation that he lived in any wilful Sin 
or Offence againſt God. And therefore what 
Encouragement or Comfort can wicked Men 
receive from this Paſſage, though they may 
have ſome good Quality or other, in them? 


It is 3 and aſtoniſhing; that the 
ſacred Oracles of God ſhould be thus pervert- 1 
ed, to the Ruin of Mankind! But it is an 


old Device of the great Enemy of Souls, to 


cauſe, Men to we the Words of Lite ie... 


their own Deſtrufion (9), 


E. I hope I ſhall always endeavour to 2 


member thoſe awful Words of the Holy Spi- 
rit, —tboſoever ſhall keep the whole ud and 
yet offend in one Point, be is guilty of all (e]. 
If theſe Words do not diſcover, that no Chri/+ 
tan can ſafely-indulge himſelf in any one Sin, 
I know not what can n diſcover | it. | 

P. You obſerve. very right, my dear 
F rend. That ſingle Sentence Aon 
- 0 TY ö demon- 


00 The ited Grotius renders i it, Co, itatio bena, nam 


"loqui Hebr is ebe fgnifieat Cogitare, in loc. 01 
(6) 2 St Peter ili. 16. lch t James l. 19. 


IN 


e 


135 7 


— 


| | [ 1 . 
gemonſtrates that the g's Hroine Law muſt 


be kept. And that every wilful Violation 
of any Part of i it, is an Affront offered to the 
Authority of God, whoſe Law it is; and 


that ſuch Viodanon renders. us liable to the 
Diſpleaſure of that God, who is of Purer Eyes 
than to bebold Evil; and Who cannot look on 


Iniguity (a) with A Pprobation. 


E. I have ſtill one Favour more t to aſk, 


and that is, to be informed, whether Lord. 
iog to the Opinion of our Church, Chriſtians, 


in theſe Days, may expect the Inſpiration and 


In. develling of the Holy Spirit ? Whether his 
Influences may be diſtinguiſhed from the na- 


tural Operations of our own Minds ? What 
his Illuminations may be ? and whether he 


Now. ever bears witneſs with our Spirit, that 


der are the Children of Cod? . 

P. Let us in the firſt Place obſerve in ge- 
Schal, what a thorough Senſe our Church has 
of the Neceſſity of God's Holy Spirit. 

And firſt, ſhe declares in one of her Arti- 


AS, that Works done before the Grace of Chriſt, 


and the Inſpiration of bis Spirit, are net plea- 


fant to'Ged (b). And therefore that all Orders 


and Degrees of Men may have this Grace, 
and this Inſpiration, we pray, that the King 
may be repleniſhed with the Grace of God's 
"Holy Spirit; that the Royal Family may be 
endued with the Holy Spirit; and that the 
Bealltful ur 7 ee Grace may be ſent 

, down 

(s) Habak. i "a Ade i . 


T 29 ] - 


| down aon our Biſhops, and Curates,' and all 
Congregations commitied to their Charge. (a): 
| That God would cleanſe the Thoughts. of aur 
Hearts-by the Inſpiration of bis Holy Spirit (6), 
And inſpire continually the nee Church 
With the Spirit of Trwh (r). 

And though our Church be too wiſe to 
confound. the extraordinary Gifts of the Spi- 
rit, ſuch as the Gift of Tongues, the Interpre- 
tation of Tongues, the Raiſing the Dead, and 
ſuch like - miraculous Powers, with thoſe 
which belong to Chriſtians in all Ages (d): 

yet we ſhall find that ſhe ſuppoſes, and that 
with great Truth and Reaſon, that. Chriſtians 
receive much more from the Holy Spirit, than 
lle Perſons ſeem inclined to think or ber 
eve. 
But in order to make this appear, we ban 


next take notice of what we meet with in: 


I the Collect for the Feſtival of St. Barnabas, 
EI 2 O Lord God Almighty, who didſt en- 

« dow thy holy Apoſtle Barnabas with: fin- 
4 s gular Gifts of the Holy Ghoſt, leave us: 


„ not, we beſeech thee, deſtitute of, thy mani 
fold. Gifis, nor yet of Grace to uſe them al- 

way to thy Honour and. Glory, Sc. . 
- We ſee here plainly, that in the Opini n' 


8 | of our Church, e are n . Gifts: 
] 105 -24\ 4 a Wn 
3 2 See thoſe wh 

le (6) iſt Collect in the Communion Service. 

10 le) Prayer for the Church-Militant. 

＋ (4) 1 Cor xii: q, 10, 29, 30. St Match. wrviii- 20. 


St. John xiv, 16, . e Nh * 0 P. 
278, 279. Gnu 11 


which belong to 3 of the. preſent 
Times; ſince ſhe prays, that they may 17. 
be left deftitute of\ them. And in the Order 
of Confirmation, the Biſhop prays, that God 
would ſtrengthen the Perſons to be confirm- 
ed, with the «+ Holy Ghoſt; and daily in- 
ce creaſe in them his manifold Gifts of Grace; 
<< the Spirit of Wiſdom and Underſtanding, 
de the Spirit of Counſel and ghoſtly Strength; 
„the Spirit of Knowledge and true Godli- 
40 neſs; and that he would fill them with the 
bs Spirit of his holy Fear.” 
Farther he prays, That they may daily 
de jincreaſe in God's Holy Spirit more and 
e more; and be led in the er and 
Obedience of his Word.“ 
But ſtill to ſee more clearly into our 
urch's Sentiments, with reſpect to the O- 
þerations of the Holy Spirit, whether relat- 
ing to the Heart and Affections, or to the 
Mind and Underſtanding, let us take a View 
of the following Petitions, Grant us bis Holy 
Spirit, that thoſe Things may pleaſe him which 
we do at this preſent ; and that the reſt of our 
Life hereafter may be pure and holy (a).—Take 
not thy holy Spirit from us (b).—The Fellowſhip 
of 'the Holy Ghoſt be with us all evermore (c). 
end to us thine Holy Ghoſt to comfort us (d). 
Grant tba * Holy Spirit may in all Things 
direct 
(a) Abſolution.. > | 
(65 Reſponſes after the "Or 3 2 
ſe) Coneluſion of Morning and Evening * 
14 ) " after Aſcenſion. 
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direſt and rule our Hearts (a). Grant that 


by thy holy Inſpiration, we may think thoſe 
Things ther be good (5). Come, Holy Gboſt, 
our Souls inſpire; and lighten with celeſtial 


Fire (c). 


We may e here, that in ah Opinion 
5 our Church, the Spirit of God is neceſſary 
to the directing our Hearts; to the comforting 
of our Minds; to the thinking what is good; 


to the doing what is holy ; to the enlightening 


and inſpiring our Souls ; and to the pleafing of 
God. And this will' yet ſtil] further appear. 
For, ſpeaking of the /an#ifying and regenerat- 


8 ing Power of the Holy Ghoft, ſhe obſerves, 


that „ The more it is e Food our Under- 


' «+. ſtanding, the more it ought to move all 
„ Men to wonder at the ſecret and mighty 


« working of God's Holy Spirit, which is 
« within us. For-it is the Holy Ghoſt, and 
« no other Thing, that doth quicken | the 
„Minds of Men, ſtirring up good and godly 


„ Motions in their Hearts, which are agree- 


« able to the Will and Commandment of 
« God, ſuch as otherwiſe of their .awn 


„ crooked and perverſe Nature they ſhould 


« never have. That which is born of the Spi- 


- «* rit, is Spirit, St John iii. 6. As who 
„ ſhould ſay, Man of his on Nature is 
4 fleſhly and carnal, corrupt and navghr, 
«« finful and diſobedient to God, without any 
0 — of Goodneſs in him, without any 


. STAN 
ta) 9th after Trinity, 
(5) 5th after Eafter, - * Fai al Gin, 
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* virtuous or godly Motion, only given to 
« evil Thoughts and wicked Deeds. As for 
the Works of the Spirit, the Fruits of 
Faith, charitable and godly Motions, if he 
++ have any at all in bim, they proceed only of 

the Holy Ghoſt, who is the only Worker 
vc of our San@ifccation, and maketh us new 
de Men in Chriſt Fefus, —Such is the Power 


«of the Holy Ghoſt, to regenerate Men, and. 


as it were to bring them forth. anew, fo: 
„ that they ſhall be nothing like the Men 
hy they were before. Neither doth he think 
it ſufficient inwardly to work the ſpiritual 
« and new Birth of Man, unleſs he do alſo 
« dwell and abide in him. O what Comfort 


- « js this to the Heart of a true Chriſtian, to 
think that the Holy Ghoſt dwelleth within 


him (a)! 
Again, Thou haft received [the Body of 
* 'Chriſt] to have within thee, the Pander the 


« Son, and the Holy Ghoſt, for to ell 


<6_7with thee, to endow thee with Grace, to 
«« ſtrengthen thee againſt thine Enemies, and 
*© to comfort thee with their Preſence (b))— 
A true Chriſttan is the Temple of the Ho- 
« fiy Ghoſt (c).“ 

As theſe · Paſſages ſufficiently diſcover what 
our Church chinks of the '7n-dwelling of the 


5 Spirit; ſo they abundantly ſhew, that ſhe ſup- 


hoſes the Operarions of 5g "RO 7 r are 
31 TWery 


. Homily for Whitſunday, Part I; p. 276, 277. 
(5) Hom. of the Reſurrection, p. 262. 2 
(% Hoem. Ag anſt cle Fear of Deith; Part il f. fi 
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wy Ar" to be diſtinguiſhed from the naturd?' 
1Wirking s'of our own Minds. For if it be 
really true, that every good Thought and Diſ- 
poſition proceed from the Spirit of God (a) ; 
and every thing bad from a corrupt Heart, 
and a wicked Templer (b); it can be no dif- 
ficult matter to aſcribe Good and Evil to their 

proper Authors. If our Hearts are renewed. 


and fatictified, and produce the Fruits of the 


Goſpel; yet all this is the Work of the Ho- 
ly Spirit, and to him let the Honour be given. 
And as to his dwelling in us; miſerable is 
the Caſe of that Perſon, where he dwells not.. 


For if any Man have not the Spirit of Chriſt, 


be is none of bis. But if the Spirit of him that | 


raiſed up Jeſus from 1he Dead, dwell in you; 
Be that raiſed up Chriſt: from ihe Dead, ball 
alſo quicken your mortal” Bodies, by his Spirit 


that dwelletb"in you (c) —Know ye not that Je | 


are the Temple of God; and that the Spirit e 
God dwelleth in y cu (4) And the ſame A- 
poſtle tells the 2 22 jans, that they were built 
together for an Haba, of God through tbe 
Spi, And gives them this ſtrict Caution 
nt to grieve the" Holy Spirit of God, whereby 
they were ſealed unto the Day of Redemption (e). 
So that, I preſume, our Chutch's Opinion, 


both as to the ee between the natural. 


Work 


00 Gal. v. 20, 23. 


) St Matth. xv. 19. Gal. v. 79 —27. rb. vi. 
Ws Gor 1 Theſs. 5. 2 Cor xi. 3. 


a 
) Rom. viii. 21 8 


hy I Cor, Hi. 16. : 50% hls 1. 22. C ö iv. 30. 


*. 
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Workings of corrupt Nature, and the. Opera- 
tions of the Holy Ghoſt ;, as well as to the 
Dwelling of "ie divine Spirit within. us, is 
well founded; as having the ſacred Oracles 
entirely on her © YES 
But let us ſtill further hear her Opinion.— 
In the 17th Article ſhe mentions - ſuch Per- 
s ſons as feel in themſelves the Working of 
<<. the Spirit of Chriſt, drawing up their Mind 
„ to high and heavenly Things.” 
Again, every Deacon, at his Ordination, 
is thus examined Do you truſt that you 
<« are inwardly moved by the Holy Ghoſt, 
% to take upon you this Office and Mini- 
« .ſtration (a)?“ And, when they come to 
be. ordained Prieſts, the Biſhop acquaints 
them that they ob, and have need to pray 
earneſiiy fer God's Holy Spirit. And. after- 
wards, they are admoniſhed, —— continually 
to. pray for the heavenly Affiſtance of the He. 
ly Chef (b). Towards the Conclufion of the 
Service, the Biſhop lays his Hands on the 
| Head of every one; pronouncing theſe ſo- 
= lemn Words, - Receive the Holy Gheſt for the 
= Office and Work of a Fries in the Church of 
r 
Again, in one of che a . it has 
been obſerved, that all. Spiritual Gifts. come 
from God by Jeſus Chrift, we read as follows, 
——< God give us Grace to know theſe 
84 —_— _ to ee! them in our Hearts. 
ry Ir) 91 | PK, ene This 
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(a) See the Office Js ordaining "Deacons. | 


ee e 09s e , 
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" "*p This Knowledge and Feeling are not in 


„ ourſelves ;—Let us therefore meekly call 
<< upon the Holy Ghoſt;—that' he. would 
+ afſiſt us, and inſpire us with his Pre- 
« fence, 22 ih | 

And moreover in the ons Homily it is 
ditlated, that It is by this Holy Spirit, 
6 which maketh Interceſſion for us, with 


© continual Sighs, that we may boldly come 


c in Prayer, and call upon Almighty God, 


eas our Father (a)“ Rom, viii. 1 5» 26. Gat. | 


iv. 6. 


- But now ſurely, if, am the Holy Spi- 


nit, we are enabled to approach God as our 


Father, it muſt appear a ſufficient Evidence 


that we are His Children. T he one very 
plainly: follows from the other.. 


If we are aſſiſted by the Spin to call- 


God our. Father; it is ſo far bearing Mit- 
#eſs, that we are the Children of God. This 
the great Apoſtle affirms to. be the State of 


the Chriſtians in thoſe Days (b) 3 and what, 
but our own Corruptions, can be the Rea-' 


ſon, why that Holy Spirit will no longer 
bear [the ſame] Witneſs with our Spirit ? He 
that believeth on the Son of God, ſays the 
beloved Diſciple, . has the Witneſs in bimfelf (c). 
But what Wilne is this, which the Believer 
has in himſelf ? No other ſurely, but the Mit- 
nz/5 of the Holy Ghoſt. 


The late learned Dr billy. who. was far | 


from 


«(a). Howlly for Rogation Week, Part iii. p. 293. 294+ 
(6) Rom. viii. 6. le) 1 St John v. 10. A 
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from being an Enthuſiaftic Commentator, 


thus interprets thoſe Words, — As having. in 
bimfelf that Spirit of God: which gives this. 
Teſtimony' 10 Cirif (a). *Tis true the Teſti-- 


mony here given relates to Chriſt z but ſtill 
ir is given by the Holy Spirit: And this 


Holy Spirit is in the Believer. Undonbtedly 


the Witneſs of the Spirit that Men are tbe 


Children of God; can belong only to thoſe, 
who are his real Children ; as the learned 
Grotius obſerves (5): But why. it ſhould nor 
be the Privilege of all ſuch, in all Ages 
of Chriſtianity, remains to be proved. If 
that Holy Spirit will make bis Abode in the 
Minis of irae Chriſtians, even to the Time 
of. their Reſurrection, as the ſame 


a much greater, even the inſpired 
St Pam (d); can we ſuppoſe he will there 


abide, without: ever giving the. fame Teſti- 
Mony to the Cb iluren of God, which he for- 


merly did 7—I know it may be faid;. that the 
Chanch theri enjoyed many gyeat Privileges. 
and Powers which we enjoy not. How- 


ever, as the Power, or Right, or Privilege 


of. becoming. the Sons of God, belongs now 10 
44 er as Nos raOviee Chai by rat and 
are 


1 . Loc. Se 
(b) Deus tale "BYE non dat nl " guo⸗ * Filiis haber 
u. in Rom. viii. 16. 

(e) 3 ile Sanus in Animis Chriflianorum habi- 
tans, &, /i ſolicit? ſervetur, ad Mortem, imo & poſt Mor- 
a 4% N. rfedionem 1 Animi, aubarras.—- i 1 Theſs⸗ 
3 (4) Rom. viii. 16. 


great Man 
affirms (c); or, as is ſufficiently intimated by 
Apoſtle 


<p Op * N 
are born of God (a); as all are now the Cbil. 


dren of God by Faith in Chriſt Jeſus () 3, b 


is it furely of Conſequente now to know, whe» 


"x c yo & 
ther Cbriſtians are, in Truth and Reality, 


Children of God; Heirs of God; and Joint- 
beirs with Chrilt (c). | | 


This appears to be of the ſame Importance, 


in every Age and State of the Church. _ 
E. But may it not be ſaid, that there can 
be no Occaſion for the Holy Spirit thus to 
bear Witneſs; ſince the Apoſtle has laid dowm 
other Marks, by which to judge, whether 
we are the Children of God, or not: Such as 
morti fying the Deeds of the; Body through the 
Spirit: And aſſuring us, that as many. as are 
led by the Spirit 'of God," they are ibe Sons. of 
„„ 50t5:577 ai od fab I 
P. It is undbubtedly. a moſt infallible 
Proof, we are not the Sons of God, if we are 
not Jed by: bit Spirit; and do not, 4hrough 
But will it follow from hente, that God 
has never given any other way of diſcover- 


ing that Mankind are his Chidren ? For if 


there be any Force in this Arguinent, it will 
conclude as well againſt the. firſt Times, 
as the preſegt. Or ſhall Men pretend to 
mit thoſe Ways; or ſettle the Number 
of ther ? Let us only obſerve what imme- 
diately follows the two Verſes you guſt men- 
tioned. — Fur ye bave not received ibe Spirit 
(St John i! 12, 3. (56) Gal. ii. 26. 
(e) Rom viii. 17. (4) Rom. viii. 13, 1 
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of Bendage again to fear; but ye bade re 
chived the Sirit of Adoption, ' whereby we 
cy, Abba, Father. ' The Spirit ſelf beareth 
Witneſs with our Spirit, that ue are the Chil- 
dren of God (a). 1 8 

As if the Apoſtle had ſaid. “ That 
Spirit of God, through whom ye muſt 
% mortify the Deeds of the Bedy; and by 
* whom you muſt be led, if you defire 
„te be the Sons of God; that Spirit of God 
«© is he, whom you have already received, 
„ ro convince you of your Sin and Dan- 
*<- ger, and to deliver you from the Bondage 
« of Corruption, the Dominion of Sin and 
« Satan, and the Fear of Death, into (be 
« glorious Liberty of the Children of God: 
« And he is therefore now to us, the Spi- 
e rit of Adoption; by whom we are en- 
«-abked to call God our Father. He it is 
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(% I-humbly. apprehend, that by this the Apoſile 
means, ſome vine Operation of the Holy Spirit upon the 
Soul; by which we receive a char and joyful Afiurance,. 
that we are the Children of God, For the inayard King- 
dem of God. is not only Righteoufneſi, but Peace and Foy 
in the Healy Gb. Rom. xiv; 17. Ch. v. 1. Ch. xv: 47 
Therefore it is humbly ſubmitted, Whether le 
Spirit iſſelf bearing Witneſs with our Spirit, that aue 
are the Children of God,” - does not ſeem plainly to 
include ſomething more than merely Inclinalion and 
Poæuer to obey the divine Commands? Undoybfdly, if 


cod either 


. 


» 


- 


1 
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This ſeems in general to be the plain 
Meaning and Deſign of the Apoſtle; though 


ſome have endeavoured, with great Induſtry, 
to explain this obvious Meaning away; by 


1 ſuppoſing it referr'd only to the working of 
Miracles. 


I vill here juſt further obſerve, that our 
Church, ſpeaking of the ancient Patriarchs 
mentioned by St Paul, [ Heb. xi.] thus re- 
marks“ by the coming of our Saviour 
«© Chriſt, we have received more abundant- 
« /y the Spirit of God in our Hearts, 


(e whereby we may receive a greater Faith, 
and a ſurer Truſt than many of them 
46 had (a).“ . | : 


But let us next proceed to conſider, how 


far our Church ſuppoſes the Holy Spirit may 
enlighten our Minds or Underſtandings. 


And 


| Either . or Will, or Power, be wanting, I 
ſhould not ſcruple to tell the moſt ſangui ne Believer, that 


all his Jay, and Peace, and Q urauce, were only ſo many 


Deluſions.— But yet, when we read of a full ¶ urance 


of Faith and Hope; of receiving the Spirit of Adoptibn; 


of his witneſſing with our Spirit, that we are the Children 
of GO; and of being filled wwith all Foy and Peace in be- 


lieving.;—1 can make no doubt, but that znrward Witne/; 


of the Spiris is ſometimes attended with a Strength and 
' Clearneſs of Evidence, that cannot be reſiſted ; and with 
a Foy and Peace, that cannot be deſcribed. ' But tho? 
the Spirit workes differently in different Perſons, juſt as 
infinite Wiſdom ſees proper: yet, I preſume, that ** bis 


« bearing Witnefs with our Spirit, that we are the Children 


40 of God,” —always implies a ſufficient Degree of Ei- 


Hence, immediately communicated to the Soul, and at- 
tended with much Foy and Peace in believing. ) 


() Hom, of Faith, Part ii. p. 22, 
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am in all Things (4). 


Gy 


And firſt, ſhe approves * theſe Sayings of 


St Chryſoſtom, where he thus expreſſes him- 
ſelf, with regard to the finding out the Senſe 


of the Holy Scripture... God himſelf from 


% above, will give Light unto our Minds, and 
« zeach us thoſe Things which are neceſſary 
« for us, and wherein we be i ignorant.“ 

«© Man's human or worldly Wien. or 
& Science, is not_needful to the underſtand- 


„ ing of Scripture, but the Revelation of 


« the Holy Ghoſt, who inſpireth' the true 


„ Meaning unto them, that with Humili- 


« ty and Diligence do ſearch therefore (a).“ 


At the Ordination of a Prieſt, the Biſhop, 
thus prays,.—“ 7 bat we may daily increaſe 
„% and go forwards in the Knowledge and 
ce Fab of thee and wy Son, by ihe Holy 
46 Spiri 16. 


Again, our Church, ſpeaking of divine 


Wiſdom, obſerves that This Wiſdom cannot 
Je attained, but by the Direction of the Stirit 
e God (b). This Hoh Spirit will ſuggeſt. unto 
ts. that [which] ſhall be wholeſome, and con- 


rm us in all Things (e). 
And therefore it is no- Wonder, that our 


Church thus addreſſes herſelf to God. Gran. 


, J) the ſame Spirit, to have 4 4 Tudg- | 


Norev * 


; (a). Hom, of the Holy e f pan ji. p. 5- 


10 ry Hom, for, Rogation; Week, Part iii, p. 294. 


(e) P. 297. 9 Wie Wan, 


1 
| 
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Moreover, at the Conſecration of every 
Biſhop, | and at the Ordination of a Prieſt, 

theſe Words are repeated, 


Enable with perpetual Light. 
The Dulneſs of our blinded Keb 


Or elſe the following, 


O Holy Ghoſt, into our Mi % 
Send down thy beavenly Light (a). 


And further, at the Conſecration of a Bi- 
ſhop, the Archbiſhop enquires of the Biſhop. 
«ele, — Whether be will faithfully exerciſe 
-Abimnſelf in tbe Holy Scriptures, and call upon 
God by Prayer for tbe true undenſtanding of 
he fame (b)? i. 
But muſt not this rue underſtanding -aziſe 4 
1 the Holy Spirit? And; whether wWe gal! 
ſuch Aſſiſtance of the Spirit, by the Name 
of . influence, Direction, Illumination, $Sug- 
Elen or Inſpiration; where is the Diffe- 
rence? Some. Operation of the Holy- Spirit, BE 
{it certainly muſt be: Though bow, or in 
. obat' Way, or Manner, that divine Spirit ſhall 1 
_ -:fee proper to operate, cannot render it. leſs a2 
Aivine Openat ion. 1 
hut laſtly, che Archbiſhop:prays, chat God bl. 
— ſo enduæ [whe Biſhop] with hi ; Holy 
Spirit, .\tbat he preaching ibe Word [of God!] 
- 2xay be earneſt 40 reprave,. 9 wy . 
uke, 


0 Vai Creator. See the Conſceration and Crdina- 
on Service, | 


"EP Conſecratian/ of Biſhops. 
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| * and alſo may be a: woboleſome Evaimpl 
to Bulievers (a). 


So that the Holy Spirit is here evidently 


prayed for, not only that the Biſhop may be 


a.Pattern to others; but alſo that he may be 


enabled to inſtruct both by-carnef oY and 
Exbortation. 


All which plainly. imply not only the 


| ſenttifying Influences of the Holy Ghoſt 
but alſo ſpiritual Strength; Courage, and Re- 
- ſolution, — conſtantly to ſpeak the Truth; bold- 


ly to- rebuke Vice; and patiently to ſuffer for 
the Truib's ſake, as our Church elſewhere 
expreſſes herſelf (. For though-thele three 


laſt Peritions are not there particularly ap- 
plied to one Order of Paſtors more than ano- 
ther; yet they muſt in a very eminent De- 


gree belong to thoſe of the higher Order; 


as being, by their great Superiority of Station, 
moſt capable of doing an Honour to Reli- 


ion. They are, in a very peculiar Manner, 
what our bleſſed Lord calls—he Light of the 
World; and a City that is ſet on an Hill (c). 
Conſequently a diligent preaching the Holy 


mord of God (d); a reſolute and bold rebuk- 


ing of Vice, in all Orders and Degrees of Men 


Whatever; an earneſt reproving of Sinners, 
without Favour, Fear, or Affection; a pain- 
ful, and conſtant enforcing the Truths of the 


_ Goſpel; and the * bearing any Re- 

proach, 

| - () Second Prayer before the Benediftion. 
(0) Collect for St John Baptiſts Day. 
te) St Matth. v. 14. 2 — for St Peter's. 


1 


proach, Contempt, or Perſecution for he 


Sake of tboſe divine Truths; all theſe muſt 
prove of greater Weight and Influence from 


ſuch, 
Nun. 


that they 


than the ſame Behaviour in obſcurer 
And therefore it is highly neceſſa- 
ry, in order to anſwer theſe great Pu 
ſhould be endued, in a very 


2 


lar manner, with God's Holy Spirit. "Thar Fo 
by the Exemplarineſs of their Lives and Be- 
5 „ene and the Soundneſs of their Inſtruc- 
tions, their Light may ſo ſhine: before Men, 
that they may ſee their good Works, and glariſy 
their | Father, which is in Heaven (a. And 


thus our Church expreſsly prays in the fols 


lowing Words, 


40 
(0 
40 
T7 
4e 


Give Grace, O heaventy 


Father, to all Biſhops and Curates that 
they may both by their Life and Dehrina 
ſer forth thy true and lively Word, and 


rightly and duly enen, Fefe 


craments ().“ 


5 13 og 


1 1 


Here the Grace or A ance of the Holy 
Spirit is requeſted, that both the ſapertor and 
inferior Paſtors may ſo live, and ſo ir, 
as may beſt promote the Truths of God's dit 
vine Word; and that they might likewiſe ads 
miniſter his Holy Sacraments. in a ſuitable 
and becoming manner. And this again, with 

ſome further Addition, is petitioned for in 


that excellent Prayer, called the Litany.— 


„ That it may pleaſe thee to illuminaie all 
66 * Biſhops, Prieſts, and Deacons, : with true 


3 


4 75 


1 St Match. v. 16. 


00 Prayer for the Church Militant. 


1 


Nute. 
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6 Knowledge: and Underſtanding of thy Word, 
* that Bork by their Preaching and Liv- 


Lang chey may fer it forth, and ſhew it ac- 
4 cotdingly “ 


eech 147" Faibir of Labrs to 


illuminate or enlighten all the three — of 
our Church with divine Knowledge and Un- 
derſtanding; and that, according to the Mea- 
ſure beſtowed on them, they may, both by 
their Preaching and Living, ſet forth and 
declare the ſacred Word of od. All which 

very manifeſtly proves, that,” in the Opinion 
of our Church, the Illumination of the Spirit 
God is neceſſary to their true Knowledge 
and-Underftauding of his divine Word; and 
for the enforcing of it, both by their Lives 
and Dolf rines. 

And thus have l endeavoured to ſatisfy your 
Eitzwirirs, concerning our Church's Opinion, 
with regard to the preſent Operations or Influ- 
aks of the Holy Spirit“. 

Daft appears nice! pretty plain, what 
gun Church thinks of theſe Things. But 
I habe often heard a great Diffefence made 
between immediate Inſpiration, and an In- 


fpiration or Influence” which is not imme- 


Met nie x 8 #101} FA. wy © . 
dei bone 2 ei p. What: 


"Ie 5 Operations of the Hi Spirit have a plain 
Foutdation' in the 'Go/þe/, how melancholy is the Re- 
gection that the /ooking. for them ſhould be called by the 
learned | Biſhop of Geer, ſuperſtitious and fanatical!” 
hay on Grace. — May that Wer . parks 
him better! 


1 

p. Whatever Difference there may be in 
hl Manner of the Holy Spirit's diſplaying 
his Power; yet ſurely, if a Perſon's Mind be 
enlightened,” or his Heart cleanſed: by this di- 
vine Spirit whether theſe Effects are pro- 
duced by an immediate Influence, or by the. 
Interpoſition of ſome Means or Inſtrument; 
yet the Effects are ſtill equally owing to the 
Spirit of God. 

When our bleſſed Lord 


applied Clay to the 


Eyes of the Blind, before he reſtored his 


Sightz was that Miracle the leſs owing to bis. 
divine Power? Or was not here altogether. 
the ſame divine Power that cured the Le- 


per, _—_— with aying .I will, ve tbo 


clean? 

If it ſhould be objected, that a * * 
wide Difference between making uſe of Means 
that can have no Tendency to cure, or which 


are rather oppoſite to it; and making uſe of 


Means that ſeem to co- operate; and which 


only want a Bleſſing to attend them: If 
this ſhould be objected, it muſt be owned. 


that there is undoubtedly a great deal of 


Difference in the Nature of Means. But 
then, where the moſt promiſing Means will 


not do, without the Aſſiſtance of the Holy 


Spirit: nay, where the /elf-/ame Means will 


always. ſucceed ' with him, but never with- 


out him, there ſurely the whole 1 is to be — 
ed to bim. 


The ſame divine Word, for Inſtance, prov- 
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ed a Savour of Life unto Life to ſome ; but a 


Savour of, Death, unto, Death to others (a). 


The Preaching f | Chriſt crucified, was to 
the Jeus a Humbling bloct; and to the 
Greeks, Fooliſhneſs : But to many, it proved 
the Puver of God, and the Wiſdom of God (b). 
Here was the ſame divine Word of the ſame 
droine Spirit; and yet it proved, for Want 
of his divine Power upon the Soul, of no 


Force or Efficacy with regard to Num- 


bers. His efficacious Influence was wanting, 
which thoſe Perſons were not fit to receive. 


And indeed without ſuch Influence, the di- 


vine Werd will prove but a dead Leiter to 
us, and leave us in the Cali of Bitterneſs, 
and Bund of Tniquity. This is the true Rea- 


Jon, why ſome may often hear and read the 


Goſpel, without 4-{icving. one Word of it. 
And this is the Reaſon, why ſo many others, 
Who call themſelves | Believers, are not one 
whit the better for all their Belief. This diſ- 


covers the ahſolute Neceſſity of the Holy Spi- 


rit's conſtant Aſſiſtance Though whether 


mediate or immediate, ſhould be Teft to him, 


who knows beft in what Manner and Mea- 
ſure to work in us. 


The great Apoſtle, who had undoubtedly 


„ inſtructed the Epheſians, what was the Hope 


of Gid's Collins, and: what. the Riches of the 
Glory of his Inberilance in ihe Saints, and 
what the exceeding Gre.itneſs of his Peter; 


pyet prays that the Eyes of their Underſtanding 


may 


(a) 2 Cor. ii. 15, 16. (5) 1 Cor. 1. 23, 24. 


1 


may be enlightened in order 10 b theſe 
Things (a): And exhorts them to be filled 


with the Spirit (by. © And ſurely, if divine Il. 


luminalion was wanted after ſuch an Inſtrufter ; 
can any wiſe and ſerious Chriſtian think the 
ſame Humination to be now needleſs ? But 


Whatever may be ſuppoſed by ſome, it is Evi- 


dent our Church thinks more wiſely. 

However, if Men will but allow, char the 
Aſtftance of the Holy Spirit is altogether ne- 
ceffary to the opening and inſtructing of the 
Mind; to the ſoftening and purifying the 
Heart; and to the carrying us through the 
| peat Work of Salvation, never diſpute with 
ves about the Form'of their Expreſſions. + 

E. As IJ am ſenſible of my Obligations 


for! this Trouble; fo am I ſenſible that my 


great Buſineſs is, to obtain this divine Al- 
ſiſtanee for conducting me ſafe through this 


World, to "Twp" 1 Hoey of ation. 04. Happi- 
Heſs.) + £17 4 IL + 


BP,” That, my dear Friend, is utidoubtedly 


the main ac principal Buſineſs of every 
one. And therefore I ſhall juſt add à few 
ſhorr Cautions and Directions, which may 
3 of ſome further Service to you. And 
now, if you do but thoroughly conſider = 
true Nature of the Goſpel of Chriſt, y 
will certainly conclude, - that all thoſe 2 
rious Ways, which Men have taken to break 


the Force of its divine Precepts and Doc- 
one wy 1 F 3 hop ane 
00 Ephes. i. 19—19. See Acts xx. 17—21. 
0 ä v. 18. | 
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trines, are only ſo many various Deſuſions 
of the Devil. Some, for Inſtance, have ima- 
gined, that certain of its Precepts are not 
binding in themſelves; but are only what 
may, or may nat be complied with, juſt ac- 
cording. to our own Choice and Liking. 
These, by che Church of Rome, are called 


Counſels of Per fedion.— See Biſhop Burnei on 


Others have talked of a ſecret Will in God, 
which differs from that which is revealed, 
And which Opinion directly ſets aſide the 
Whole Authority of divine Revelation... For 
jt is only ſuppoling, that what I do nog ap- 
prove of in Revelation, is contrary; to the 
ſecret Will of God z and then the whole Force 
of his revealed. Will is loſt upon me. It is 
much the ſame thing, and muſt have juſt che 
ſame Effects, with ſuppoſing ſomę Doctrines 
in the. ſacred H/7{tings are of divine Autho- 
rity; whilſt others have only been foiſted in 
by. ignorant, and deſigning Men. Fpr what 
Weight can the Holy, Scriptures have with 
us, Whilſt we are under the Infſuence of ſuch 
a Deluſion? We ſhall infallibly aſcribe every 
thing, Which we do not like, to the Mi/- 
conſequently the whole Force of ſuch Doc- 
trines, or Precepts, will vaniſh into Air. — 
Be aſſured, God has taken more Care of 
his divine Word, than ſome Men appre- 
hend. However, I would not be miſunder- 
ſtood z I do not mean to ſay, that there are 
SR: ror ther 4 


3 1 -99 } 
no various: Readings in the ſacred Oractes; 
for there are many — the Ne 
Teftamevt. But then, when itl is St Ohſidensd, 
that none of theſe Variations make the leaſt 
material Difference either as to the Faith or 
Practice of a Chriſtian, the Greatneſs of the 
Number is only a ſtronger Confirmation, 
God has taken even a miraculous Care of nis 
own ſacred Traths. . 

A late learned Writer, ſneaking:of theſe 


various Leftjons, thus expreſſes himflf;— 
„% Nor is one Article of Fajth' or moral Pre- 


s cept either perverted or loſt in them, | chooſe 
« 25 aukwardly as you can, chooſe the worſt 
7 by Deſign, out. of the wel —_— of Read- 
„ ings (a).“ 
But again, ſome have thot 
ſtricter Precepts of the Goſpel (t 
Jarly contained in aur Lorc᷑s — Dowidh 
on the Mount) related only to tte poles; 
though nothing is more evident, than that 
our bleſſed — delivered theſe divine Docs 
trines to the People, as well as to bm For 
we read, that h TRI were FU 42 at bis 
Doarine .. 1 270 
Others have gone a Sep Hirth and ſup- 
poſed that the whole Golpel muſt abate of 
its original Strictneſs; as being far too 


* 


that the 


for the Attainment of Mankind. So that 


F 4 ſince 
(a) Rem <a Freethinking, by Philelatheru: Lip- 
arſus. Part I. Sect. 32. 


(5) St Matth. vii. 28. See ths learned Oe and 
Hammond on St Matth. v. 1. | 11 i 3 Ol 
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ſince we äre not able to reach up to that; 


it muſt therefore itſelf come down to us. 
AIs theſe Perſons ſeem only to have an 


Eye at their own: Strength and Abilities, it is 


no wonder they deſpair of Succeſs. But let 
ſuch remember, that a Power ſuperior to 
their own, is ready to make them more 
than Conquerors: And that it is their own 
Fault, if they cannot do all Things through 
Chriſt that ftrengthens them. (a). The Ho- 


ly. Spirit never amuſes Men with vain Sha- 


dows z nor propoſes ftricter Duties, than 
he is both able and We to Wee us in er” 


| forming. Ned 


an NM a come woes me, 2 yu the 


Son of God, let him deny himſelf, and take up 


his Crofs daily, and follow me (b). To the 
ſame Purpoſe ſpake our bleſſed Lord to the 


Multitade, as well as to his own Di ſciples (c). 


No doubt, this appeared a very bard Say- 
ing to many; but it was not the leſs true, 
even in the frieſt Senſe of the Words. 


But if we ſnould fancy ourſel ves not much 


concerned in this harſþ Sentence, in theſe 
Days of Plenty, and Eaſe, and Proſperity, 
we ſhall find that we are unhappily miſta- 
ken. For though we ſhould not ſuffer Per- 


ſecution) for reſolving to live gedly in Chriſt 


mo (a): for not 5 MOI) to this 
World; 


la) Rom. viii. 35—39. Philip. iv. 13. 
45) St Luke ix. 23. 

%%) St Mark viii. 34. St Luke xiv. 25 — 27, 33. 
(4) 2 Tim. 1 Il, 12, 5 


LL £206+-5)- 


World to thei Vices, F ollies; and Vana 
a wretched, thoughtieſs Age: Though w 

-ſhould not be expoſed to any kind of al 
Treatment, for labouring to be transformed 
by the renewing of our Mind (a); for | ſetting 


our Aﬀettions: on Things above (b) abd hav- 


ing our Conver ſation in Heaven (c); yet every 
wiſe Cbriſtian muſt know, that there i is a- 
bundant room for daily obeying. this Com- 
mand of Cbriſt, even in the midſt of the 
greateſt Plenty, Eaſe, and Proſperity. | 

[t is indeed greatly to be- feared, that all 
do not think of daily denying themſelves in 
ſuch Circumſtances,” and of taking up their 
'Crofs, and following Chriſt; but ſtill his di- 
vine Command is in full Force: And they 
who reject it, are neither his Diſciples, nor 
"worthy of bim (d) — In ſhort, if Mankind 
would but part with their Pride, their Lux- 
ury, their Wrath, their Covetouſneſs, their 
vicious Hearts, and worldly Minds, they 
would never imagine that the Goſpel of Chriſt 
was too /#r17F, or too ſevere. J 

But again, ſome others have gone ſo ſur- 
pnliag a length, as not only to affirm, bot 
even to attempt to prove it, from the Goſpel 
itſelf, —that all ſhall be faved; lel them yive 


8 45 4bey-wilt If ſuch Writers are ſerious; as 


may be much queſtioned, their Minds: muſt 
bern 00 > much Wempfteg to 8 capable 


82 5 1 A Nl 5 ba . 1 N 2 ot 
an ra PTY +© KA: x 5 "I 
2000 Rom. ii, 2. 208; Sd ron 2. N 


40 Phil: Staa, hat: vial at ts 10 05 
(4) St Luke xiv. 27. St Math. x. 38. G8 6 


. 5 
of being reaſoned: with. But if they are 


acting only che Part of Buffoons, I pray God 
5 may ſee their n re it be 
r 2 2% 47 


All theſe Notions, and . of Alle 
nature, may be eſteemed more or leſs as the 
Depibs of Satan, to beguile unwary Souls; 
to tempt them from the Simplicity of the 
Goſpel; and to carry them from one degree 
of Folly and Infatuation to another. Theſe 
Notions, my dear F riend, are not tbe Ti ruth 
hoy inis in Jeſus. 

Fou, and I, and every Ghriftian, are call 
— to high and glorious Privileges. 

- Even to abide in Cbriſt; and Chriſt i in 
"#5 (a). To put on the Lord Jeſus Chriſt (0). 

To glory in the Croſs of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt; 

to be crucified 'unio the World; and to have 
-the World crucified unto us. To have Chriſt 
formed in us; and dwelling in our Hearts by 
*Faith. And ' the Life which: we live in 
tbe Pleſp, to live oy the * of the Son f 
"God (e). 

In a word, iT o have our n in 
' Heaven to be an amen of oy ibrough 

f "C42. If 445 01 g bbe 


000 K labs xv. * my n $30) 
- (6) Rom. i. 14. Gal. ü. 27 «> 202; „ web, * 
e Ts Sed udeddprbe, the 3» abr ip 4. 
dig ia Y x; play 3 . 0 &piTs Ye 5 4 
vie Garep ixeidbe irs Poon | 'Theoph in Gal. . 227% * 
-+ Chriftum induunt wer? Gbriſtiani quique a Deo fibi, tum 
I, imputantum, ad jufti ficationem ; tum 2, impertitum, a 
. Jan@ifcationem.—Gmak. Cinni. cap ix. P. vol, 102. 

le) Gal. fi. 2 ry Iv, 1 . «oh _ 
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Ibo Gpiriu; to: be Ala with all be Eine 


God: And to be made Farialers of the: 4. 
vine Nature (a). 200 K | 

Thus, in the Language 3 own Church, 
are! we to dwell in Chrift, and Chriſt: @1 
1; We are to be One with Chriſt, and 


Chriſt uuith us (60. And moreover. we pray, 
that d may ever more well in wm 1 on 


In al 

And ſurely fallicieac: Reaſon is * has 
pla” to pray; ſince our bleſſed Lord 
has himſelf aſſured us, that without lim [if 
ſeparated. from him] we: can do. nothing: ( Þ 
As our holy Lord had been, juſt comparing 
the Union betwixt himſelf port his -Diſci- 
ples, to the Vital Union betwixt a Vine and 
its Branches; it is evident he here 
of ſuch a Separation from bimſelf (e), as euts 
off all ſpiritual Communications to the Soul, 


and leaves us deſtitute of all divine Life. 


So deplorable is the State of being wust 


8 Chriſt Undoubtedly, my dear Friend, the 


Religion of the Goſpel is a very great Work 


and ibere are many Adverſaries. But let 


every true Chriſtian take Courage; for great- 
er is be chat i 15 in hems,” _ morn 2 0 in 
eren 2 "tbe 

4 Philip mn 20. Fpbe⸗ i. 22. Ch. iii. 19. 281 
— 4. hf — alſo 1 St Jobn ii, 20, 26. A if. a5 


Ch. iv. 13, 15. Ch. v. 20. 
(5) Exhortation in the Communion- Seiviee: 


le) Prayer before the Prayer of. Conkeeragiong | 8 
4) St John xv. 5. a 18 2 8 > 2 90 65 


(9 Fiete ip, i. e. An de fb res, 2 
ne. Piſcator in Loc. 23 1 5 1 4; ,*q7 
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be World (a). And happy 4 is it, that he is 


o; ſince Chriſtians are ſo thickly beſet with 
Enemies. They muſt not only look for In- 


_ _eAults, Reproach, and Contempt, from a vain 


bad World; but may expect that even their 


own. irregular Appetites and Paſſiuns will en- 


ter into a formal Controverſy, and go near 
to demand, bal tbey were given for ? — 


To which, I think, you may well reply, 


that with regard to the State they are in, 


1 were not given by God at all. 


God created nothing irregular. All that 


| be made, was gad. God created Man in 


Sis: own-Tmage, and after his own Likeneſs. 
He made Man upright ; but they have ſought 


out many Inventions (4); All their Irregulari- 


dies are therefore owing to a ſubtil Tempt- 
erg t corrupt Nature, and to Mens in- 
2 of it. But as it was the great De- 
— 1 Chriſt's. coming into the World to 
— that divine Life which we had w_ 
to renew us in the Spirit of our Mind; 


beſtow on us that new Man, which — 5 


God is created in Righteouſneſs and irue. Heli- 
neß ; which is renewed in Knowledge, af- 


 terutim. Image of bim tbat created: him (c); 


Therefore all irregular Deſires, all inordi- 
nate Affections (as being oppoſite to theſe 
great Ends). _ not. only 15 reſtrained and 

232 ot 17 ola i} 


(a) lake. ge kak ited 12 h A Ie 424 
45) Gen. 1. 26, 27, on” eee 122 (0 
8. Rem. 23. 1 (Qor; av. 22. 2 Cen v. 56 1 


Ephes. i Iv. 22— 24. Col, i iii. 10. 
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dridled, en allo en, ſubdued and more 


dee (a). 

And now, as "oh ſacked Oracles contain 
the Myſtery of God and of Chriſt; in whom 
are bid all the Jreaſures of Wiſdom and 
-Knowledge'(b); let me adviſe you frequent- 
Jy to meditate on the divine Truths which 
are therein contained. Be aſſured, you will 
never repent of the Time thus laid out. 
Do not be afraid of being over-laviſh of 
your Pains and Labour in ſuch à Study, 
ſince it will ne, its own "Reward ous 
with. it. 

And here 1 muſt mention 2 few Lines 
from that very learned Prelate, the late ex- 
cellent Biſhop Stilling fleet, where he treats 


of the divine Authority of the Scriptures. 


„How dry and fapleſs are all the volumi- 
„ nous Diſcourſes 2 Philoſophers, compared 
„with this Sentence, Jeſus Chriſt came in- 
„ ſo tbe Morid to ſave Sinners! t Tim. i. 15, 
„% How jejune and unſatisfaffory are all the 
* Diſcoveries they had of | God and his 


EA Goodneſs, in Compariſon of what we 


% have by the Goſpel of Chrijt ! Well miglit 
„Paul then ſay, — That be determined Yo 
„ know nothing but Chriſt, and bim crucift- 
4 ed, 1 Cor. ii. 2. Cbriſt crucified is the Li- 
% brary which Triumphant” Souls will be ſtu. 
" dying in to all Eternity. This is the on- 
ly Library, which is the true 1 10 wx de, 
40 that which cures the Soul of all 


MY MY 04 *-bt& n 4B of at! 


7” "o Verſe 8.2 + v 0 n . coy 
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4 Ae and Diſtempers. Other Knowledge 


makes Mens Minds giddy and flatulent.; 
4 this ſettles and compoſes: them. Other 
Knowledge is apt to me Men into high 
„ Conceits and Opinions of themſelves; this 


oy brings them to the- trueſt HView of them- 


& ſelves; and thereby to Humility and Sa- 
% briely. Other Knowledge leaves Mens 


Hearts as it found them; z this alters them, 


+6 and makes them better. So tranſcendent 


„ an Excellency is there in the Knowledge 
of Chriſt crucified, above the ſublimeſt Spe- 


% culations in the World (a).” 
All theſe beautiful Obſervations, I am cer- 


| 48in, you will find true, by your own hap- 


py Experience. But then, as Humility of 
Mind, and Holineſs of Heart, are the "beſt 
Key to the Goſpel of Chriſt (b), next to divine 
| Hlumination ; therefore J beſeech you to 


Aition conſtantly for an humble and ſantiified 
Spirit: Since theſe will go. a great way to- 
wards clearing up of many Difficulties. ' Our 
Church ſays, that ©. he profits moſt in read= 


«+ ing the Word of God, that is moſt furn- 
*. ed, into it; that is moſt inſpired with the 
Holy Ghoſt; [who is] moſt in his Heart 
and Life altered and changed into that 
o Thing which he readeth : He that is dat 
«ly Iſs and leſs proud, leſs wrathful, lefs 
4 e et * tes Ann of worldly and 
F 91 ? vain 


1 7 6 Bake, "IR 1. mi. c. vi. p. 2 56. Edit. 5. 


St Matth. v. 8. St John v. 44. Ch. vi. 18 St 
James i. 5. Cb. iv. 6. i 8t Pet. v. 5. 


ä U 70% 3] 


« vain Pleaſures : He that daily (forſaking 
.* his old vicious Life) increaſeth in Virtue 
„ more and more (a).“ 

And now, may every Profeſſor of Chriſti- 
anity ſincerely pray to be thus qualified, for 
the Sake of the Great Aut bor 4 Toner 
of our Faith, -, 7 
„ E. And may L i in 8 my {dear 
Friend, reap.the Benefit of your kind Advice 
and Inſtructions. 4 $1 | 
P. I pray God ſucceed ther, my good 
OI ame, R 5423-1 Ni 5 


a N 


(a) Hom. of the en and Knowledge of the Ho- 
5 n, Part J. P. 3. | 
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APPENDIX. 


Hens very nue met bn ee 


wrote by a learned Gentleman, in 


- which are ſome few things very different, 


in my humble Opinion, from the Dor ine of 


the Gebel; I choſe, by way of Appendix, to 


take ſome Notice of them in this ſeparate 


Manner, rather than to diſperſe the Remarks 


through various” Parts of the Dial: gues. N 


It was not judged material to mention the 
Authors Name, as the Reader is only deſired 
to conſider the Arguments, which are here 
offered. | 

But firſt, let us attend to that glorious 
Deſcription of Divine Faith, which the Sa- 
cred Oracles have given us. 


« Faith is the Subſtance of Things hoped 


5 „ for; the Evidence of Things not ſeen. 


« Jt is a Principle of the Operation of God; 
„% which purifies the Heart; and gains the 
cc Victory over the World; ſits Terrors, Al- 
lurements and Temptations] It works by 
« Love; is the Breaſt-plate of Righteouſneſs , 
& and a Shield, which can m— all the fery 
« Darts of the Devil (a)." We ; 
1 Here 
* IE AHGA 

yy Heb. xi. 1. Col. ji. 12. Adds xv. 9. Ch. xxvi. 


18. 1 St John v. 4. Gal. v. 6. 1 Theſs. v. 8. Ephes. 
Vi. 14, 16. 28 Tops. | 
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Here then is # divine living Principle; ſof⸗ 
Grund to ſtir op every Facuity of the Soul; 
and to inſpire us with Courage and Reſolu- 
lion to trample the World, and the God Y it, 
under our Feet. 

Loet this be now compared with the De 
ed given of Faith by the an 
Mriler juſt mentioned. 

Fab fignifies the believing the Word of 
60 Cod; affenting to it; relying," or reſting. 
upon it; and acting accordingly. Daa 

| Can it be any wonder, that fuch a Faith 
ſhould leave Men in Sin; and that Death 


„ muſt be ſent at laſt to kill it; and thus 


give the Believer: a final Deliverance? For 
ſurely the Faith here deſcribed can never 


make Felix, nor the Failor, tremble. It can 


never, by any Virtue of its own, cauſe one 
Soul to cry. out. bat muſt I do 10 be 
ſaved? Nor can it, by any intrimſic Power in 
_ ſelf, gain the Vi aud or the Mori, the 
Flehh, or tbe: Devil. For do not we ſee: Mul- 
titudes of warm Profeſſors, who believe, aſſent, 
rely, and reſt, upon the Word of God; - and 

yet continue all their Lives. in tbe Gall of 
Bitterneſs, and Bond of Iniquity? Slaves to 
all the Fullies, the Vanities, the Pleaſures, and 
Pride of Life? - And what | ſhould reſtrain 
them? Not this Faith moſt certainly! For 
this, not being a Faith of the Operation of 
God, can have no ſupernatural or divine In- 
fluence over \'them.lt not being a divine 
living Principle inſpired by the Spirit of God, 


© ths J 


ean never give any. ſpiritual Life to a Soul 


dead in Sin ; nor enable it to a according to 
the divine ſpiritual Goſpel of the Lord Jeſus ! 


8o ide is the Difference between a Faith, 


which none but God can inſpire; and a 
Faith, which every proud Phariſee may lay 
And therefore, is it ſurpri zing, that ſuch 


4 Believer ſnould be for ever complaining of 1 


and muſt do, whilſt Conſcience retains any 
wer of nepreuing. 
However, his Comfort is, (provided he can 
takt Camfunt in it) that Chrift is bis Laws 


falliller that Chriſ has kept the Lato for 


Emi LConſequently, it may well be aſked, 
++VV bat wauld this: weak Believer have? 
Would he , keep, for inſtance, the un Cam- 
mana? For what Reaſon ? Has not 
Grit kept them for Him? Or does he think 
be: can keep them better Himſelf 2 Why 
ted ſhauld he iadulge this Ig Spirit? 
However, ſa it is; that every time, ſuch 


mal Believers break one of the divine Com- 


Maude, their Conſcience is apt to fly in their 
Face, and make them quite miſerable f 

One would chink, that ſome of the follow - 
ing geriptures had faſtened upon their Minds! 


If ye love me, ſays the bleſſed Jeſus, 


keep my Commandments. He that hath my 
% Commandments, and keepeth them, he it is 
«that loveth-me. If a Man love me, he will 
* keep my Words. — He that Joveth me not, 
3&5 | „ keepeth 


7 8 


of 111 . 

% keegeth not my Sayings. —Herein is my Fa- 
« ther. glorified, that ye bear much Fruit.— 
If ye keep. my. Conimandments, ye ſhall abide 
in 10 Love; even as I have kept my Fa- 
her Commandments, and abids in his Love. 
„Le are my Friends, if ye do whatſoever 
« 1 command You.” —St John xiv. 13, 217, 
23, Ch. xv. 8, 10, 14. 
KA. "By this,“ ſays the beloved Diſciple of 
Chriſt, 6 we know that we love the Children 
“ of God, when we love God and keep bjs 
% Commandments. For this is the Love o 
06, God, that we keep bis Conimandments 3 
&« and bis {peas are not ns, 
WT —ſt Epiſt, V. 23 3 

1 70 Paul JO "that. oo ve, are the works 

ip God, created in Chriſt Jeſus 

40 100 £004 70 Which God bach. befor JAE 
0 e t. we ſhould welk! 


e 51 uy 9 477 . Hi Copa #7 


d to 194 of the . 11 unto 4 
Plegling; cing rutt 24 in every good Work.” 
400 IF irects | 140, -* conſtantly 10 en, 
that they which have believed in Gob 

& might be careful 10 maintaingood Works (a). 
And. only to mention one or two Paſſages, 
more, The Dead were judged every Man 
According to their Works. Bleſſed are they, 
ſays the Alpha and Omega, c That do his 
66 Commandments, that they may have right ta 
* the Tree of Life. 1 will give unto. every 
3s one . a; ee 4% Jour. Mors. 
1 Hol 
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« Hola that faſt, which eh bo tat by 


15 5 thou oh he Laban he muſt be 2 0 of 
mere r only), and not feel a deep Contern 
far ſo frequently falling ſhort in the diſcharge 
of his Duty? And yet a very ferns Cr 
tian declares . that Believers will never 
« live comfortably, till they ſee the Law dead 
* and buried!” ? 

1 had much rather they coutis fer 10 the 
<« old Man dead and buried ! The whole, cor- 
** rupt Nature crucified ;" and the" Body of Sin 
i. deſtroyed; that ſo, they might nat bence- 

. forch ſerve Sin ! But on the (contrary, 
IT * dead indeed unto Sin; but. alive unto 
6 ed, through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord] ut Rom, 


Vi. 6, 11. For I fear there are bur. o great 


a Number already of theſe comfortable. Be- 
lievers in the World! Such ftout-bearted ones, 
as ſeldom betray a legal Spirit, when they 
have violated any Branch of the divine Law. 
But who being hardened threugh the Deteit- 
fulneſs of Sin, are able to ſin on, with much 

Peace and Tranquility of ö 
Believer, whoever thou art, let me intreat 
thee, not 10 be Afraid of bumbling thyſelf be- 
fore God, under every Devialion from the di- 
vine Commands. Otherwiſe, thy Spirit will 
"grew more flack and remiſs ; and thy ſleety 
Nez ligence kr war 11 yo dear, * having 
been 


T and 


been more afraid of a legal Spirit, than of vid- 


lating the Law of God! 

Indeed, when Men are taught, that 
« though God is able to ſave them from the 
ver being of Corruption, now as well as 

„ in Heaven; but that it is not his Mind 
« and Hl: And that he will ſend Death to 
« till Sin :I ſay, when they are thus 
taught, can ſuch Doctrines tend to ſtir them 
up. 10 cleanſe themſelves from all Filthineſs 
* of the Fleſh and Spirit; and to” perfect Ho- 
lineſs-in the Fear of. God (a)? Or. to uſe all 
Diligence to add one Grace to another; and 
% even to abound in them; that ſo they may 
<« be neither /othful (>), nor unfruitful in 
<« the Knowledge of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt ( 6)... 
So far from it; that without more Light an 
Power, than ſuch Doctrines have any tendency 
to inſpire, the Believer will only fink deeper 
into the: ſleep of Sin and eternal Death :* And 
may contentediy wait for Holineſs, till both 
| Holineſs and Heaven are ſhut up from him! 

But ſurely, whatever tends to /acken our 
Zeal and Diligence in ſeeking after univerſal 
Holineſs ( which implies univerſal Obedience) 
can never proceed from the Goſpel of Chriſt ! 
And further, when God promifes his People, 
to cleanſe them from all their Filibineſt and 
« all their Idols. To give them a new Heart 
„ qand a new Spirit. To put bis [holy] Spi- 
« rit within them z and to cauſe them to walk 
3 | 1 4 77 
(a) 2 Cor. vi. 00 Lane 12 00 . : 


8 


= 


| le) 2 St Pet. i. 5 8. 1 by 64 <4 pier . 13 


y x LEE 
ix bis Statutes,” and to ket 1 his vudzhchte, 


sand do them (a) * Can' 


thou, Believer, 


imagine, it is time enough, to part with all 


4%  Filthineſs, and all thy Idols, when thou 
comeſt into the Regions f Holineſs ? Or that 
it will be on enough to receive the holy Spi- 
rit to cauſe thee to walk in the divine Sta- 
tutes, and to keep and do the divine Tudgments, 
when Death is ſent 10 kill Sin! * me 
R reflect e on thy bigh PFivi- 
teges ! 


& God, \ through the Spirit ;—to be ſpiritually 


6 united to Chriſt ; and to have Chr ſt dwell 
« ing in thy Heart by Faith; and out of bis 


% Fulneſs lo receive, and Grace for Grate.” 

Thou art alſo called to 4 Fellow/hip 
« with the Holy Ghoſt ; to have the King- 
« dom of God K up within thee, — even Righ- 
40 teouſneſs, and Peace, and Foy in the Holy 
« Ghoſt: And even to be filled with all the 
* Fulneſs of God. (b) P_ How can'ſt thou 


therefore imagine, — that it 7s agreeable to the 


Mind and mill of God, that the Kingdom of 
the Devil ſhould alſo continue within thee, 
ey Death comes o deſtroy it? | 


Art thou not called to < put of the old 


« Man and his Deeds; and to put on the net 
6 Man, which after ( God. is created in Righ- 


(a) Ezek. xxxvi. 25—27. 

. (5) Ephes. ii. 22. St John xv. 4—7. 1 St John 
i. 3. Ephes. iii. 17. St John i. 16. 2 Cor. iii. 14. 
St Luke xvii. 21. Rom. xiv. 17. Ephes. lik, 19. 


Thou art called to be * an Habitation of 


25 * teoujneſs | 


aa | 
« teouſneſs and true Holineſs ?” Ephes. iv, 22 
—24. But can the old Man be thus put off; 
and yet live and rule in thy Soul? Or doſt 
thou think it needful he ſhould live there, as 
long as thou liveſt upon Earth, in order to 
make and keep thee humble ? Be aſfured, that 
one powerful Ray of divine Grace will make 
thee more humble and holy, than poring upon 
thy Corraptions, for twenty Years together! 
God gives us a Sight of them to Humble us 
but this will not cleanſe us. Dream not 
therefore of any Neceſſi:y for thy continuing 
a Leper..—Chriſt came on purpoſe to ** make 
* an End of Sin, and to bring in everlaſting 
e Righteouſneſs.” He is now willing and 
able to cleanſe thee of thy Leproſy! There: 
fore oppoſe not thy Unbelief to his Will or 
Power ! Be not faithleſs, but believing A 
Things are poſſible to him that belicvelb. Be- 
lieve therefore; and the Victory is ibint ! Take 
heed, Believer, left thy Unbelief prevent many 
mighty” Works from being wrought in th 
Soul! However, be ſtrictly careful, that th 
Faith be of the right Kind . Faitb of the'O> 
peratiowof God; working by Love, and bring. 
ing forth all the Fruits o Righteouſneſs'y tor 
thou art called 4 be Filled with tbem. More- 
over, pray earneſtly, that the Love f God may 
be /hed abroad in thy Heart by the Holy Ghoſts 
and that thou mayeſt love Him, with thy whole 
Heart, and Soul, and Mind, and Strength(a)z and 
| | = that 
| „ix. 24. viii. 2, 3. St . 
Att, rr a 
58. Col. ii. 12. Gal. v. 6. Phil. i. 11. Rom. v. 
5. St Mark xi. 30. 
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that don mayeſt be armed with the wbele Ar- 
mour of Cod; and then fear not but Satan 
and all his Hoſt will fly. before thee! ++ Be 
thou-only thus ſtreng in ihe Lord, and in the 
Power: of: bis Might (a).“ But let not the 
great Apoſile of he Gentiles prove a ſtumbling- 
Hock to thee! He was no more ſet for thy 
Fall, than his great Maſter. Both indeed 
have unhappily proved /o to many! But it 
was entirely their own Fault : And therefore, 
L iotreat, that thou wouldſt not werke the 
Number 

Do not ſay, that het Atoſtle Paul, even 
4 after he had gloriouſly preached: Chriſt for 
«. above twenty Tears, was, by his own Con- 
4 feſßon.—Moeic bed. and Ne and ;/old 
% under Sin (b): And then conclude, that 
«. it would be Folly and Preſumption in thee, 
«© to expect to be leſs wreiched, leſs carnal, 
4 or leſs /old under Sin. 

- This wretched Logic, which } it is to be 3 
ed has ruined Thouſands of Souls, will but 
hold thee faſter in the Cbain of thy Sins; and 
conſequently keep thee much longer out of 
the glorious Liberty of the Children of God! 
It has indeed the Autbority of the great St 
Auſtin ; but what Pity is it, that he ever al- 
tered his fr/ſt Tbougbis] For after his Mind 
was heated (or as the learned Dr M bitby ex- 
preſſes it, after it was ſoured) by the Pelagian 
Controverſie, his Sentiments were all- * 
or 


| (a) Ephes. vi. PREP? 00 Ren. vl. 14. 24• 


E 
_ the worſe (a). Before this fatat- Period, 
he expreſihy-and frequently ſays, that the 4. 
poſtle was only deſcriving e a Man under the 
« the Law, before Grace.“ And elfewhete 
he chus mentions his Opinion, —+* The Apoſtle 
*© ſeems to me in that Place to have !aken 


« upon himſelf, the Perſon of one, who was 


_- 


« ſtin; and all the Greek Commentators (c).“ 


And happy had it been for the World, had 


St Auſtin never been provoked to change bis 
Opinion Since, as the ſame learned Dr 


Whitby obſerves, „ it gave Occaſion to Le 


i per verting the Plain Senſe of the Apoſtle (d). 
However, our ingenious Anibor. « eſteems 


it as 4 Proof that the Apoſtle was there : 


„ ſpeaking of himſelf ; becauſe he mentions 


«« himſelf Thirty-eight Times,” Let us there 


fore examine; whether the Number of Times 
can prove this favourite Point. 


For ſuppoling St Paul had repeated cheſs 
G Words 


(a) Poſt autem 8 erga e acerbarum, 
omnia in pejas, pro more mutavit, 


5% Defcribitur Homo ſub Logs poſitus ante Gratiams 


Liber expos. quat. propos. Epiſi. ad Rom, Qua 


loco videtur mihi Apaſtolus ki sg alte 7 in ſe Hominem WET, | 


ſub Lege poſitum Ad Simplic. Medrol. Lib. I. 


(c) Eft porro inſuper notandum Patres omnes ante 
Auguſtinum exiſtimaſſe Apoio/um Paulum 3 commatte 


ſaltem decimo quarto hæc ſcripſiſſe, non de ſeipſo Jam 


renato ſit Commentatores Græci omnes. 


(4) See the learned Dr's Stricturæ Patrum, and his 


Commentary in loc. 


— — — 
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under the Law (5). — Of the ſame Senti- 
« ments appear all the Fathers before St Au 


— TIRES 
2 "os W 8 


wt 


EF "44 I 


Words, 44 through my Lye (a) even forty | 
Times, inſtead of - Thirty. eighi; would our 
ingenious. A thor have concluded, that the 
Apoſtle. really meant a Lye of bis own # Or 
ſuppoſe, that St James had, as often ſaid — 


therewith (that is, ib the Tongue) © curſe 


ewe Men (), would this be any Proof, 


that he deſigned to include Himſelf? Or if 


Se Peter. had faid fifty Times (c, - when-we 
e walked in abominable Idolatries, — yet, who 
would have concluded from thence, that he 


had bimſelf been an abominable Idelater? 
And laſtly, ſuppoſe that our holy Lord had, 


even five hundred Times, called the Bread, 7 75 


Bodh, and the Vine his Blood; would this in 
the Opinion of our Autbor, have been any Proof 
of Tranſubſtaniiation f ] durſt ſay it would not. 
'Therefore the mere Repetition of a Word 
or Sentence can neither help us to the rye 
Meaning, nor make the leaſt Alteration in it. 
However, this learned Writer thinks he 
has found a Demonſtration, from the viiith of 
the Romans, Verſe 2, that St Paul did certain- 


1y ſpeak of himſelf in thoſe Parts of the ſeventh 


Chapter Let us view it. The Law of the 
& Spirit of Life tn Chriſt Feſus,” ſays the A- 
poſſe, « bath made me free from the Law of 
% Fin aud Dealb, Rom. viii. 2. This, it 
ſeems, is a Demonſtration, that this very A- 
poſtle was then carnal and ſold under Sin 


(a) Rom. iii. 7. 5) St James iti. 9. 
(e) 1 St Pet. iv. 3. 


„ „„ 


THe: ib 
| Ar differently does the ſame Demunfr4- 
tion affect different Perſons ! I have always 


taken ibis Verſe as a plain Demonſtration of 
juſt the Contrary ! And that I may not be 
thought ſingular in it; I ſhall mention the 
Sentiments of a truly learned and pious Di- 
vine, who muft be eſteemed (at leaſt in the 
preſent Caſe) to be a very wnprojudiced 
Judge. — 

To ſuppoſe,” wa the late Reverend 
Dr Doddridge, the Apoſtle ſpeaks all theſe 
« Things of bimſelf, as the confirmed Chriſs 
« tian, that he really was when he wrote this 
«  Epiflle, is not only foreign, but contrary to 

the <vbole Scope of his Diſcourſe, as well as 
to what is expreſsly aſſerted, Ch. viii. 2. (a).“ 
Let us next proceed to what our learned 
Author tells us, conterning imputed Right 
teouſneſs. 
« This, he affirms, the Apoſtle bas not 
* ſcrupled to mention eleven Times in one 
% Chapter, Rom. iv.” They, who can dif- 
cover impuled Righteouſneſs mentioned eleven 
Times in that Chapter, have, I muſt confeſs; 
a ſuperior Eye-fight to mine — l can only 
find in that Chapter, the Apaſtle ſpeaking, 
fix or ſeven Times, of Faith imputed for 
Righteouſneſs ;—that is, Faith imputed” or 
_ reckoned as the Mean or Inſlrumen! of Tuſtifi- 
cation, as our own Church expreſſes it in her 
Homikies (b) ; becauſe by, or We Faith, | 
„ we 
(a) Family. Expefitor, on Rom. vii. 7. Nor „„ 
() Part II. p. 258, 259. 1 


„ I 

we are juſtified (a); that is, by, or tbreugh 
»Failb, we embrace the pardoning Love of God. 
And therefore, when St Paul varies his Phraſe, 
in this Chapter; and mention God im- 
« puting Righteouſneſs ;** Verſe 6. and that 
_ «+. Righteouſneſs might be imputed unto them 
8 [the Gentiles] allo ; ?? Verſe 11. — what 
can the Apoſtle mean, (if we ſuppoſe he talks 
conſiſtently ) but that God zuſtifies or pardons 
a Sinner tbrough Faith ?”* There being no 
other Way of 7uſtification for Jew or Gentile. 
Thus is the Apaſtle quite conſiſtent and alto- 
gether of a Piece: Nor is imputed Rightecuſ- 
240 (in our learned Autbor's Senſe) fo much 

as once mentioned i in the whole Chapter ! 

But let us, in the laſt Place, take Notice of 

this. Gentleman's Critici/m on the Particle 
iy (6), | in St Peter's ſecond Epiſtle, Chap. i. 
Verſe 1. and which he inſiſts ſhould have 
been. tranſlated i. 
„In the firſt Place, he is too good a Sctolas 
not to know, that the Greek Particle is, (like 
the Hebrew Betb, to which ic anſwers) has 
* Parious Acceptations; and therefore it does 
not neceſſarily ſignify —in. — However, let it 
be tranſlated—in and let the Sentence be thus 
rendered. Faith in. the Righteouſneſs of 
„ our God and Saviour ;*'—yet it will not 
afford the leaſt Encouragement to the Un- 
righteous, (whilſt they live unrighteouſly) to 
» * 
(a) Rom. v. 1. | | 


(5) It is indeed in the Piece tig: But this is a Miſtake 
of the Printer, 


. „ 
rely upon imputed Righteouſneſs ! For what is 
Faith in that Righteouſneſs of cur God and Fa- 
viour ;— but Faith in that Juſtification, which 
Chriſt, by bis Bload has purchaſed for us; 
and which, by Faith, ve receive from God ? 
And what is this, but St Paul's Fuftification 
by Faitb? And is it any wonder, that St 
Peter ſhould agree with him? 
\. Believer, if thou haſt any true Value for 
thy Soul, take heed of what is commonly 
called, imputed Righteouſneſs | Be aſſured 
that neither St Peter, nor St Paul, ever 
preached it. For can'ſt thou imagine, whilſt 
St Paul bids thee, —“ 4% work out" thine-0wn 
Salvation with Fear and 7 rembling ; lo 
«© deny ungodlineſs and worldly Luſts; and to 
live ſoberly, and rigbteouſly, and godly in bis 
« preſent World (a).“ Can'ſt chou imagine 
he ſhould el thee, thou we: & not do ei- 
tber: For Chriſt has done all P? Or When 
St Peter commands thee, to give Dili. 
& gence to make thy Calling and Election ſure: 
Nay, to give all Diligence, to add one 
Grace lo another; and even to abound in 
„ them (b) * can'ſt thou get leave of thy- 
ſelf to ſuppoſe, =that he would teach thee,. 
that nal bing was neceſſary for thee to do; 
but only to plead the Obedience of Chrijt, 
„he had already performed the whole for 
« thee?” Therefore let me adviſe thee if thou 
art a Stranger to the convincing Power of the 
1 EN + Om 
(a) Philip. ii. 12. Titus ii. 12. , 
(6) 2 St Pet. i. 5, 10. 


N 
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Spirit. ſeek for that Holy Spirit, through 
Cbriſt, to work powerful Convictions in 


thy Heart to apply the atoning Blood to 


thy guilty Conſcience ; to ſeal up the pardon- 
ing Love of God to thy Soul, by a divine 


Faith ;—to make thee a new Creature in 


Cbriſt Jeſus; and to enable thee to be fill- 


« ed with all the Fruits of Righteouſneſs, 
+6 which are by Jeſus Chriſt unto the Glory and 
„ Praiſe of God (a).“ 

Thus, Believer, may 


Thou and I grow 


in Grace, and in the Knawledge of our Lord 


% and Saviour Feſus Chrift (b)! May we 
latte up our Croſs daily, and follow Chriſt (c)!ꝰ 
May we forget, with the great Apoſtle St 


| Pu, * thoſe Things, which are behind, and 
| e reach forth unto thoſe Things, which are be- 


fore; and preſs toward the Mark, for the 
* Prize of the high Calling of God in Chriſt 
$$ Feſus (d)!“ May we thus, through the 
all-powerful Aſſiſtance of the Holy Spirit, 
be enabled to fight the good Fight of Faith :* 


and then, through the alone Merits and 


Mediation of the Lord Feſus, may we © lay 
< "bold on eternal Life (e)“ And may the 
ſame divine Bleſſings be the Portion of every 
ferious Reader, for the Sake of Him, who 
« taſted Death for every One (F) And 


therefore 
(a) Phil. i. 11. (3 2 st pet. Hi. 18. 
le) St Luke ix. 23. (4) Phil. iii. 13, 14. 


„„ 
| therefore to Him, with the Faiber and Holy 
Spirit, be aſcribed all Honour, Praiſe, Power, 


Might, Majeſty and Dominion, both now and 
forever. Amen (a) !” 


(a) Rev. i. 5, 6. Ch. v. 12, 13. Ch. vii. 10. 


FINIS 


E R R ATA. 


Page 9. Line 19. for carnol read carnal. 
— 40, in the Note, line 6. for Rev. ii. 15. read Rom, xi. 26, 
——102, in Note (5) for ov]yircar read ouſyiruas, 
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Publiſhed by the ſame Author. | 


I. 
A VINDICATION of Ma LOCKE, 


FROM THE 


CHARGE of giving ENCOURAGEMENT to 
SCEPT ICISM and INFIDELITY, 


And from ſeveral other Miſtakes and Objections of the 
learned Author of the Procedure, Extent, and Limits 
of Human Underſtanding. 


In Six DiaLocvss. 


Wherein is likewiſe enquired whether Mr Locke's true 
Opinion of the Soul's Immateriality was not miſtaken 
by the late learned Monſieur Leibnitz. , 


Humani nibil à me alienum puts. TER. 


II. 


A SECOND VINDICATION 
| OF: Ma. LOCA SE. 


Wherein his Sentiments, relating to Perſonal Identity 
are cleared up from ſome Miſtakes of the Right Re- 
verend Dr Bus ler, late Lord Biſhop of Durham, in his 

; Diſſertation on that Subject; and the various Objec- 
tions raiſed againſt Mr Locke, by the learned Author 
of Ja Enquiry into the Nature of the Human Soul, are 


confidered : 
To which are added, : 


R EFLECTIONS on ſome Passacts 
of Dr Watts's Philoſophical Eſſays, 


Cenſure is the Tax a Man pays to the Pablick for being 
eminent, Lord Bacon. 
III. 


Publiſhed by the ſame Author. 
1 = 


85 SOME 55 f 
ENQUIRIES, | 
CHIEFLY RELATING TO 


SPIRIT UAL. BEINGS: 


In which the Opinions of Mr Hobbes, with 482 to 
Senſation, Immaterial Subflance, and the Attributes of 


the Deity, are taken Notice of. | . 
And wherein likewiſe is examined, 


How far the Suppoſition of an Invifble T, empter is de- 
fenſible on the Principles of Natural Realon. 


In Four DiaLoeves. 
'Tov Oi, ic x. GoÞWT&ler, 8 of mnie. 


5 


xa} d w; Plat. de Leg. J. 10. 
rex as iin, mods TY Sava ET a 
5 Idem in aer 
Aale Kexd; Tpimwn 175 ö a 
Za. apud Stobæum. 
IV. 
SOME © 
THOUGHTS | 
ON THE 9 F 
Drvive Hospir ALITv of the GospEt; 
A ND 


On HosriTat ity falſly ſo called; in a 
Diſcourſe on Romans xii. 13. 
V. 


Publiſhed by be ſame Autbor. 
V. 
| An ESSAY on RECREATIONS: 


Negue enim ita generati à Naturd ſumus, ut ad ludum & 
 gocum fatii efje wvideamur,: ſed ad ſeveritatem potius, & 


aud quædam Hudia graviora _ majora,  Cic. de 
.. Officus, L. i. c. 9. 


VI. Sony 


An earneſt EXHORTATION to the 
ſtrict Practice of CHRISTIANITY 3 


Prawn up chiefly for the Uſe of the Inhabitants of the 
Pariſh of Shorebam in Kent. Second Edition. 


\Strait is the Gate, and narrow is the Way which leadeth 


unto Life, and few there be that find it. St Matth vii. 
14 


7 any Mas will come after me, let bim Fs binſelf, and 
take up his Croſs daily, and Joo « me. 15 ur IX, 23. 


9 
An AFFECTIONATE ADDRESS 
TO THE 
PEOPLE called QUAKERS; 
With regard to Water-Baptiſm and the Lord's Supper. 
Wherein the Arguments. of the late learned Mr 


Robert Barclay are conſidered. A 


Ye are my Friends, if Je ao <whatſaever I command Jour 


John xv. 14. 
VIII. 


_ yk 


| - 4 _ Publiſhed , the ſome _ | 


VIII. Pi ne 
1 %%%ͤÿ 7 Shad _ 
' REMARKS 

00 a late ANONYMOUS Pizce, 


INTITLED, 


The Entbufiaſm of Methodiſts and Papiſts 
compared In a Letter to the Author. 


- 


ek Os TR" Lacs Winne 
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3 
— IRED 


— nds do C io h 27 den, x g bin @ yiou — 
aig xp, N Wagghoyicy 1 n U, r 8% M. 
| EL 1 Ephes. v. 3, 4. 


If ary Man lll come after me, tet 1 deny bim/elf, and 
. take up his Croſs daily, and foliow me, Luke ix. 23˙%0 | 


8 1535 
A DEFENCE of IxAN T BA PTISM, 


In anſwer to the Objections of the late learned Mr Gale. 
In a Letter to the Reverend Mr John We 90, A. M. 
Fellow of Lince/n- College, Oxford. 


To which is added an ArrREDIE, chiefly abe for 
the Benefit of the unlearned Reader. 


N 5 ” 2 VG 2 
Pee av a3 AR ae n N PI _ 
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Eo JL eig N X55 0v 1 11% — dran? dv aro- 
Tins n α. 1 Cor. iv. 3. g 


. 
A SECOND LETTER 
To the Au THOR of a Pigce,: 
 INTITLED, 


. Ent bu ſi iaſm of MA and Pagift 


compared : 
Con- 


= Publiſhed by the fame. duthor. 
Containing ſome Remarks on the Second Part. 


AE am far _ denying that God can, or doth ſometimes 
enlighten Mens Mind; in the apprehending of certain 
Truths, or excite them to good Adtions, by the immediate 
Influence and Aſiſiance of the Holy Spirit. — Locke's 
Human Underſtanding. Lib. iv. Ch. 19. F. 16. 
There are ſeveral Ways conceivable by us, how God may 
male known his Will to us; either by immediate Voice 
from Heaven, or inward Inſpiration to every particular 
Perſon, &c.— Biſhop Stillingfleet's Idolatry of the 
Church of Rome. Edit. 4. p. 557. F.9. 


; XI. 
| SOME SHORT 
INSTRUCTIONS and PRAYERS, 
Chiefly deſigned for Perſons of Inferior Cir- 
cumſtances, The Sixth Edition. 


| „ i 
ind LETTER 
To the AurHOR of a Piko, 
Intitled, The Znbufia/m of Methodiſts and 


© Papiſts compared: 5 
Containing ſome Remarks on the Third Part, 
m——_CyOetur ad imum, 
Quali: ab incepto proceſſerit, & fabi conſtet. Hon. 
The Raillery of the Wits and Courtiers in King Charles 
the. Secend's Reign, upon every Thing which they then 
called Preciſe, was carried to fo great an Extravagance, 
that it: almofi put Chriſtianity aut of Countenance. 
Mr App180N's Freeholder, Ne 37. 


+ 2g —_ 
SOME STRICTURES _ 
On a few Places of the late Reverend Mr Herwey's Let- 

ters to the Reverend Mr Jebn Heſley. | 
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